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“…ask for the Old Paths,  
where is the good way”

(Jeremiah 6:16)
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Confronted with Jeremiah’s prediction of Babylonian invasion and 
Jerusalem’s devastation – confused and bewildered by the false prophets 
and lying priests, whose teaching contradicted Jeremiah – confounded 
and terrified by their knowledge of the merciless savagery of the 
Babylonian army – conflicted and distressed by a misguided confidence 
that God would never chastise them for their sins, by a gnawing fear of 
approaching doom, by Jeremiah’s exposure of their blatant wickedness, 
and by a desperate need to protect their lives, families, and possessions 
‒ the people of the kingdom of Judah did not know who to believe, which 
way to turn, or what to do. In their plight the LORD mercifully sent them 
direction through the words of Jeremiah – “Thus saith the LORD, Stand 
ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, 
and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jeremiah 6:16). 

What were the “old paths” they were directed to seek? According to 
Jeremiah these were the “ancient paths” from which Judah had stumbled 
(Jeremiah 18:15) and wherein the fathers of Israel had walked since the 
LORD established the nation ‒ the paths of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ‒ 
the paths of Moses, Joshua, and Samuel ‒ the paths of David, Hezekiah, 
and Isaiah ‒ the paths in which the rule for life and worship had been 
the Word of God and the typical, sacrificial system which focused on the 
coming Redeemer and his sacrifice for sin ‒ the paths in which reliance 
upon God’s sovereign, universal control over all things had calmed their 
hearts in life and death. These were the same paths Moses instructed 
the people of Israel to seek (Deuteronomy 32:7). These “old paths” 
are the “footsteps of the flock” (Song of Solomon 1:7-8) wherein Christ 
directed His beloved people to walk. Thus, we see that foundation truths 
are always the same. Jehovah God, who sovereignly controls all things, 
never changes (Malachi 3:6). The sinful heart of man remains the same 
since Adam’s fall. The way of salvation does not change. It has always 
been by Christ and Christ alone. Our age doesn’t need a new modified 
gospel. What it needs is plain, unflinching truth about Jehovah God and 
the Gospel “Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 1:1-5; 
Galatians 1:1-9). The books in this Old Paths Series have been selected 
and published because they specifically exhibit “the old paths where is the 
good way” and we pray that, under the Lord’s blessing, these books will 
glorify Jehovah, the Triune God of the Bible, and help the reader find rest 
for his soul.
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