


 

Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat 
The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ 

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main 
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and 
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s 
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between 
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists 
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable 
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics, 
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and 
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the 
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not 
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any 
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to 
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a 
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ... 
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make 
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is 
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life 
cannot be justified or maintained. 

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist 
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it 
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are 
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the 
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will 
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively 
Baptist. 



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains 
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s 
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is 
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to 
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His 
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word. 
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His 
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority 
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental 
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other 
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King, 
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in 
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:’ In the search for the 
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most 
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s 
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority 
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and 
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we 
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from 
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical 
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other. 

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable 
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are 
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke 
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of 
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these 
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet 
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ This Latin quote has 
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of 
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two 
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives 
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the 
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series. 
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_______________________________ 

 
That thou shouldst set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain 

elders in every city.—TITUS i. 5. 
 

The rest will I set in order when I come.—1 COR. xi. 34. 

_______________________________ 
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A 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF 
JOHN LEADLEY DAGG 

(1794-1884) 
—————————— 

 
ohn Leadley Dagg was born at Middleburg, Loudoun 
County, Virginia, February 13, 1794 (ESB), the eldest of 
eight children (DCA). He worked as saddler (his father's 

trade), taught school, and studied medicine. A soldier in the 
War of 1812, he witnessed the bombardment of Fort McHenry 
at Baltimore (ESB). 

J 

Largely self-taught in his mastery of Latin, Greek, Hebrews, 
and higher mathematics, he only had six or seven years of 
formal schooling (DCA). Pursuing his studies by candlelight left 
his eyesight permanently impaired, and in later life, he mostly 
wrote and read assisted by others (ESB). 
In 1812 he was baptized into the Ebenezer Baptist Church 
(DCA). He began preaching in 1816 (ESB), and was ordained to 
preach in 1817 (DCA). He served churches in Loudoun, Fairfax, 
and Fauquier counties. Financial necessity compelled his 
employment conducting a school for girls at Middleburn and 
later, as principal of the Upperville Academy (ESB). 
Dagg was pastor of the Fifth Baptist Church of Philadelphia 
1825-1834 (DCA). In that position, he advocated temperance, 
missions, and benevolence. He founded the Pennsylvania 
Missionary Association (later, the Pennsylvania Baptist 
Convention), was prominent in Triennial Convention and 
served that body as vice president and as a member of the 
board of managers. He was also a trustee at Columbian 
College, a leader in the American Baptist Home Mission 
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Society, the American and Foreign Bible Society, and the 
Baptist General Tract Society (became the American Baptist 
Publication Society (ESB). 
Difficulties with his throat required his withdrawal from 
preaching. Thereafter, he devoted himself to teaching, 
administering educational programs, and writing. He headed 
the Haddington institution near Haddington (DCA). Hadding 
College was a manual labor school near Philadelphia and was 
devoted to educating Baptist ministers. At Hadding, he began 
his career teaching theology (ESB). 
He moved to Tuscaloosa in 1836 to the Alabama Female 
Athenaeum, (DCA), becoming its president in 1836. At AFA, he 
associated with Basil Manly, then president of the University of 
Alabama. Manly conferred the D.D. degree upon Dagg in 1843. 
Manly recommended Dagg to be appointed as president and 
professor of theology Mercer in 1844 (ESB). 
Dagg was president of Mercer University in Penfield, Georgia 
1844 to 1854 and professor of theology at Mercer until 1856 
(DCA). Patrick Hues Mell was his colleague at Mercer and 
testified to Dagg's being the most successful college president 
he knew. Dagg helped build Mercer's theological seminary to a 
position unequaled in the pre-Civil War South (ESB). 
Upon retirement from the Mercer faculty in 1856, Dagg lived 
with relatives at Madison, Cuthbert, and Forsyth, Georga until 
1870. In that year, he moved to Hayneville, Alabama until his 
death June 11, 1884 (Ibid.). 
His An Essay in Defence of Strict Communion (1845), A Decisive 
Argument against Infant Baptism (1849), and Origin and 
Authority of the Bible (1853) dealt with the ordinances and 
Scripture (DCA). 
After retiring, he wrote his most famous theological books: A 
Manual of Theology (1857), A Treatise on Church Order (1858), 
The Elements of Moral Science (1860); and The Evidences of 
Christianity (1869) (DCA). 
Dagg was devoted to preparing ministers for service. His 
theology was biblical and “moderately Calvinistic” and he was 
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reputed a pioneer Baptist theologian in America (DCA). In the 
South, Dagg's books replaced Northerner texts by men such as 
Francis Wayland (ESB). 
He was married twice. His first wife was Fannie H. Thornton of 
Virginia. This first marriage birthed a son, John Francis Dagg, 
also a minister, college president, and the editor of the 
Christian Index. Dagg's second wife was Mary Young Davis, the 
mother of Noah K. Davis, the philosopher (ESB). 
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Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee; that it may  
be displayed because of the truth. — Psalm 60:4 
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