


 

Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat 
The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ 

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main 
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and 
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s 
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between 
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists 
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable 
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics, 
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and 
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the 
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not 
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any 
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to 
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a 
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ... 
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make 
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is 
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life 
cannot be justified or maintained. 

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist 
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it 
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are 
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the 
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will 
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively 
Baptist. 



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains 
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s 
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is 
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to 
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His 
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word. 
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His 
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority 
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental 
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other 
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King, 
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in 
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:’ In the search for the 
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most 
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s 
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority 
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and 
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we 
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from 
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical 
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other. 

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable 
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are 
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke 
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of 
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these 
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet 
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ This Latin quote has 
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of 
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two 
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives 
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the 
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series. 
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 enry Clay Fish was born in Halifax, Vermont, 
January 27, 1820 (Cathcart). Samuel Fish, the boy’s 
father, was a pastor of the Baptist church in his home 
town for forty-plus years. In 1836 and at age sixteen, 

the younger Fish united with his father’s church (Griffiths, 296-
98). The young Fish completed high school work at Halifax and 
at the Shelburn Falls Academy (Cathcart). 

H 

Fish came to New Jersey in 1840 and taught for two years. 
Impressed that he ought to preach, he entered Union 
Theological Seminary in 1842 and graduated in 1845. On June 
26, 1845—the day following his graduation—he was ordained 
pastor at Somerville. That church prospered during the five 
years of his labors thereat (Griffiths). 
First, Newark called him and Fish became pastor there in 
January, 1851. His nearly twenty-seven years of service at that 
church were exceedingly blessed. The church enjoyed great 
revivals (1854, 1858, 1864, 1866, 1876) and significant 
ingatherings (numbering 106, 236, 125, 152, 224, respectively). 
During his tenure, more than fourteen hundred were baptized. 
Church membership increased from 340 to 1199 (Griffiths).  
The churches in Newark benefited greatly from Fish’s ministry. 
He was influential in the number of churches increasing from 
three Baptist churches in Newark to ten and from a composite 
membership of 535 to 3055 (Griffiths).  
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Fish’s church was a center of patriotic interest during the Civil 
War (1861-65). The location of many mass meetings, one 
hundred and seventy-two from among its members and 
congregation enlisted in the armies. Even the pastor was 
drafted, but the church sent a substitute in his place (Griffiths). 
Fish gave a large place to the denominational and educational 
interests of New Jersey. 
The secretary of the New Jersey Education Society for twenty-
three years, he was primary in founding the German 
department of Rochester University (Griffiths). The University 
of Rochester conferred upon him the degree of D.D. (Cathcart). 
He labored for the Denominational schools. The last twelve 
years of his life saw him devotedly befriending Peddie Institute 
(Griffiths). His promotion of education stimulated an interest 
among the churches in the ministry and in ministerial 
education (Cathcart). 
In July, 1877, Fish’s physical condition brought to an end his 
full activities. Regarding his approaching passing and in his 
last hours, he said, “Don’t say death…I shall soon be on the 
other side. H.C. Fish is nothing; the grace of God is everything.” 
He left instructions for his funeral: “Let it be a plan of victory, 
the shout of him that overcometh through the Blood of the 
Lamb.” Attending his death, his friends caught his broken, 
passing words: “I have fought.” He died October 3, 1877, fifty-
eight years of age (Griffiths). 
Reports circulated that ten thousand people viewed his 
remains. One-hundred-plus clergymen attended the burial. 
During his lifetime, Fish preached over four thousand 
sermons/addresses, made twenty thousand visits (Griffiths), 
and made wide use of printed tracts (many self-composed) 
(Cathcart). 
Fish wrote busily.  Among his works were prize essays, 
frequent newspaper, and religious press articles (Griffiths, 296-
98).  He authored several books, publishing an average of one 
volume each of twenty years. Among those works are Primitive 
Piety, Primitive Piety Revived, The History and Repository of 
Pulpit Eloquence, Pulpit Eloquence of the Nineteenth Century, 
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The Handbook of Revivals, The American Manual of Life 
Insurance, Bible Lands Illustrated (the result of an eight-month 
journey abroad in 1874) (Cathcart), and The Price of Soul 
Liberty and Who Paid It.  
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Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee; that it may  
be displayed because of the truth. — Psalm 60:4 
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