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R E A D E R

A M ery fenfible that I come fbort vefpeci-
ing the due charatter of many of the wor-
thy gentlemen 1 have mentioned s and
that there are many more whofe memories
® ought to have been eternized in this bif-
5% ory. Some indeed I bad reafon to ex-
peit, being promifed them, but they are not
yet come to my hands.  Others, it may be, lies buried in
oblivion, my defign baving not yet reached the knowledge of
thofe who are able to communicate them. But there are
others who bave with-beld their communications at the in-
Sigation of fome few male-contents, who bave, without
any ground, not only contemmed, but alfo mifreprefented my
defign. I choofe rather to pity than mention them, believing
the publication of thefe volumes will fufficiently confute their
invidious as well as ill-grounded defign.

It is wery evident, that the feadinefs, zeal and virtues
of the Englith Baptifts, bave dyazwn uipon them the malice
of thofe who are enemies 1o God and gooduefs 3 who bave,
with fuch confidence and affurance, vented their ill-grounded
calumnies, fo as to impofe on well-meaning men, who bad
not leifure or opportunity to examine into the truth of things.
The principal defign thercfore of this undertaking is, o fet
their innocen! and ingffenfive bebaviour in a true light 5 and
I bave found little more requifite, than the laying the feve-
ral tranfaltions of their condul? before the world 5 the
which I bave now finifhed as far as my materials would af-
Jord, and given a fair and an impartial biftory of them. How
well
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well I bave fucceeded muft be left to others to judge 5 I can
only fay, in my own excufe, that I have done my beft, and
that it will be very agrecable to me to fee it better done by
others, of more leifure, greater abilities and leaining 5 efje-
cially, if any thing done by me may be of ufe to advance and
improve fuch a defign 5 and that I am not confcious to my
Jelf of any wilful or defigned miftakes or omiffions, baving,
throughout the whole, endeavoured to exhibis ploin and
naked truth, without being bials’d to any party whatfoever 5
and, if Iam miftaken in any point, 1 fhall efteem it a
particular favour to be fet right, and take the firft opportu-
nity that prefents to acknowledge and amend it

1t is true, the Englith Baptifts are unbappily difunited
and diftinguifbed, as I bave before obfirved,. by the title of
generals and particulars ; and therefore I declaved 1o the
reader, at firft festing out, that I was well aware, that
Jome things contained in this biftory might awaken prejudice,
cenfure, or difpleafire, and occafion oljeiicns and offence
both to the treatife and myfelf. But 1 do affure my readers,
that if I bave, in the courfe of this biffory, been more
large in fetting forth the condué?, fieadine(s and zeal of one
part of the Englith Baptifts than the otber, it is by ac-
cidenty and not defign.  Indeed I muff confefs, that this
diftinétion always feemed to me as unreafonable as it is un-
charitable, and would men but 1ay afide their prejudices, I
doubt not but a free converfation one with another would
Joon remove it. For tho® opinions or pratiices, which bave
been long flanding, will bave the force of prejudice on
their fide 5 yet they will make but a light imgreffion cn minds
which have this fingle important queflion in their view,
Whether they be lewful or unlawful, a duty or a fin?

1 muft beg leave to obferve bere, bow well the reverend
and learned Dr. DODDRIDGE,  the fecond volume of
bis Family Expofitor, juf} publift’d, bas commented cn bis
own tranflation of the commiffion of cur bleffed Saviour, Go
ye therefore and profelyte all nations, &9¢. << Irender
¢ the word palnrevedle, fays be, profelyte, that it may
““ be duly diftinguifbed from didasnofles, teaching, with
¢ which gy verlion confouncs i, The former feems to

“ impors
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s< import inflruction in the effentials of religion, which it
<< awas neceffary adult perfons fbould know and fubmit to
< before they could regularly be admitted to baptifm ;5 the
< latter may relate to thofe more particulay admonitions in
¢ regard to chriftian faith and prattice, which were to be
¢ built upon that foundation 3 and adds, It is certain, thag
< no argument can be drawn from bence to the prejudice
¢ of Infant Baptifm. For had Chriff fent out thefe
¢ miffionaries z0 propagate Judaifm in the world, be
¢ might bave ufed the fame language, Go and profelyte
¢ all nations, circumcifing them in the name cf the God
““ of Ifrael, teaching them to obferve all that Mofes
< commanded.”

With bumble fubmifion and all due deference to this
learned and pious gentleman, I think it muft be the force of
prejudice zhat bas led bim to this certainty.  And there-
Jore thus query, Whether it would have been juftifiable, cn
bis fuppofed commiffion, for after ages to circumcife chil-
dren before they were eight deys old, or even to bave cir-
cumcifed zbem at all, without the commend of Mofes 2
Again, whether it wonld have been juflifictle, in sercy to
the infant’s body, to chan:e the mode of the ordinance and
only pare its nails, or prick the forcfoin with a needle or
other inflrument, inftead of cutting it off 2 The Doftor
grants, that uaBwrevedle, profelyte, feems to import in-
Siruition, neceffary to be known and fubmiszed to by adult
perfons before baptifm ; therefore upon this head I fhall
exhibit from Dr. Ruflel one argument inflead of many,
which feems to me to be to the prejudice of Infant Bap-
tifm, viz. < That Chriff’s commiffion doth fbew, who are
< 10 be baptized ; but it doth not fhew that infants are
¢ 0 ¢e baptized: thercfore infants are not the fulj.Gis
¢ of baptilm, accerding to Chrift’s commiffen.”  Fer if
thofe that Chrift in bis commiffion bath commanded fo be
baptized, muft firf} be profelyted 5 aind our Lord, in bis
commilfion, did not requive bis apefiles to baptize any, but
only fuch as they bad before profelyted by teaching 5 then
there is a neceflity, that they foould be atual profeélytes

¢fore
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before they are baptized.  And 1 prefume the Doclor will
not affert, that infants can be fuch.

Dr. Gu 18, #n bis Practical Expofition, renders ya-
levocle, difciple, and fays, < It feems to bim, that difciple
<< all nations, relates to the whole defign of Chriff’s com-
<< miffion, for making difciples o bim 3 then it is abfurd
20 tell us, as he does, that there are circamftances i the
fettled flate of the gofpel kingdom, which make it neceflary,
that believers children fhould be firft baptized, and after-
wards taught 5 [o that, according to this gentleman, thofe
are difciples who are baptized, tho’ they bave never been
taught, nar are yet capable of inftrustion : which exprefsly
contradiéts our Lord bimfelf, who faid, If any man
come to me, and hate not his father, and mother,
and wife, and children,and brethren, and fifters, yea,
and his own life alfo, be cannot be my difeiple. And
whofoever doth not bear his crofs, and come after
me, cannot be my difeiple *. Befides, our Saviour’s
way, and that of John the Baptift, was, 20 make dif-
ciples fizf2, and then to admit them to baptilm 5 for the
text exprefsly tells us, That Jefus made and baptized
more difciples than Fobn . And the praitice of the
apoftles abundantly confirm this s for we find, they firft
taught zhe people to whom they came, exborting them to
repentance and faith, and then to be baptized : and we
read of nome admitted to baptifn but thofe who made a
Solemn profeffien of repentance and faith.

I bave received from Burnham iz Eflex, an account of
the fufferings of fome Baptifts there 5 but the [ame coming
to my hands too late, could not be inferted in thefe volumes.
I may, if God permit, render thefe volumes more compleat
&y a fupplement, and therefore fball pay a due regard to
Juch matters of falt, as come well attefted, aud worthy of
yotice.

* Luke xiv. 26, 27 ® John iv. 1.
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= HE many attempts to render the

religion of the Baptifts as the
vilelt religion in the world, led
me to examine the fame, without
any views of communicating my
‘ : acquifitions  thereupon to  the
world y but that contemptible account lately
publifbed by the reverend Mr. Neale, whofe
Dpartiality put me upon a refolution to go through
this laborious and difficult task s the refult of
which is laid together in thefe volumes, that bave
confiderably [welled beyond my fird intentions.
Whether I bave difcharged myfelf berein to the
Jatisfaction of the reader, I know not 5 but fure
I am, I bave endeavoured what I propounded
impartially 5 and if I bave been neciffarily obli-
ged 10 mention fome things which [eem to expofe
the praflice and conduél of jome, otierwife excel-
lent men, and fuch who bave f[uffered nobly in
the caufe of Chrifty it is only the barbarity cf
their aflions, not their perfons, nor profeffions,
is thereby intended.

HOW-
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HOW EV ER, notwithffanding all the pow-
erful or politic attempts of men, I hope the reader
bas found, in the Englith Baptifts, a piety
aflive and zealous, fhining through the blackeft
clouds of malice and cruelty 5 afflicted innocence
triumphant 5 a patience unconquerable under the
Sierceft perfecutions 5 a charity truly catholic and
unlimited 5 a fimplicity and upright carriage in
all their tranfailions 5 a fobriety and temperance
remarkable to the admiration of their enemies.
And in fhort, the divine and holy precepts of the
Gofpel drawn down into action, and the moft ex-
cellent genius and [pirit of the Chriftian religion
breathing in the bearts and lives of the Englifh
Baptifts. And I bope be bas feen alfo a real and
evident confutation of thofe fenfelefs and abfurd
calumnies that have from time to time, very un-
Jufly, becn faftened upon them.

TO fuffer perfecution bas not been the lot of
the Englith Baptifts only, but the Primitive
Baptifts bad 1he like meafure meted unto them.
The learned Dr. Cave tells us *, < That the Chri-
¢ Rian religion, at its firft appearance in the
world, was likely to engage its followers in
miferies and fufferings, could not be unknown
to any that confidered the nature of its dofirine,
and the tendency of its defigns. The feverity
of its precepts, Jo direclly oppofite to the cor-
riupt and vicicus inclinations of men 3 the pu-
ity of its worfhip fo flatlv contrary to the loofe
and obfcenc vites and folemnities of the bea-
thensy its abfolute inconfiftency with thofe re-
ligions, which bad obtained for fo many ages,
which then bad fuch firm poffeffion of the minds
of mecn, and all the powers and policies of the

L T N S S N I T W B )
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* Primitive Chriftianity, 2. 319. i
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world to fecure and back them, could not pro-
phefy to it any kind of welcome entertainment.
This fe&, for fo they called it, was every
where not only [poken, but fought againft.
For fince men bave a natural veneration for
antiquity, and efpecially in matters of religion,
they thought themfelves concerned to defend
that way which bad been conveyed to them from
their ancefors, and to fet themfelves with
might and main againft whatever might oppofe
ity efpecially the great onmes of thofe times s
and tbe Roman emperors made it their mafter
defign, to opprefs and fifle this infant religion,
and to banifh it out of the world. Hence thofe
imperial orders that were daily fent abroad
into all parts of the empire, to command and
impower their governors, to ruin and deftroy
the Chriftians 5 of which, that we may the
better apprebend the form of them, it may not
be amifs to fet down one or two of them out of
the afls of the Martyrs. This following was
agreed upon, both by the emperors and the
whole fenate of Rome.
¢ DECIUS and Valerian emperors, tri-
umphers. conquerors, auguft, pious, together
with the whole [enate, by common confent de-
creed thus. Whereas we have received the
gifts and bleffings of the Gods, by whom we
enfoy viclory over our enemies, as alfo tempe-
rate [eafons, and fraits in great plenty and
abundance y fince we bave found them our
great benefaltors, and to fupply us with thofe
things that are univerfally beneficial to all,
We therefore unanimoufly decree, That all or-
ders of Men, as well children as fervants, [ol-
diers as private perfons, fball offer [acrifices
to the Gods, doing reverence and fupplication
a2 ‘1o
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to themy and if any fball dare to violate our
divine order, thus unanimoufly agreed upom,
we command, that be be caft into prifon, and
afterwards expofed to feveral kinds of tor-
ments. If by this means be be reclaimed, be
nay expet no mean bonours fromus s but if be
fhall peifift contumacious, after many tortures,
let bim be bekeaded, or thrown into the fea, or
caft out to be devoured by dogs, and birds of
prey.  But efvecially, if there be any found of
the religion of the Chriftians, As for thofe
that obey our decrees, they jhall receive great
konours and rewards from us. So bappily fare
ye well,

« TO this, [ays the d.élor, we may add that
¢ fhort refeript of Valerian.

¢ VALERIAN the emperor, to the mini-
< frers and governors of provinces. We under-
< fland, that the precept of the laws are violated
< by thofe, who in thefe days call themfelves
* Chriftians. herefore we will, that appre-
¢ bending them, unlefs they facrifice to our Gods,
¢ you expofe them to diverfe kinds of punifbments 5
¢ that fo, both juftice may bave place without
¢ delay, and vergeance, in cutting off impieties,
¢ baving attained its end, may proceed no fur-
¢ ther?

THAT thefe primitive Chriftians were Bap-
tifts 75 abundanily verified in the writings of the
Padobaptifts themfelves. I [ball inflance bere
awhat I have before me from Dr. Cave, a perfon
zealous enough for infant baptifm, He acknow-
ledges, upon wery juft grounds™, < That thofe
¢ who made up the body of the baptized in thofe
¢ days, were adult perfons, who flocking over

"~ " L] " ~ -« ~ .- - 'S o~ - ~ ~

* Primitive Chriftianity, 2. 194. Jail
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¢ daily, ingreat numbers, to the faith of Chrift,
¢ were received in at this door. That at * firf}
¢ all times were alike, and perfons were bap-
¢ tized as opportunity and occafion [erved. That
€ the place where this [olemn aélion was perform-
 ed was at firfk unlimited; any place where
there was watery in ponds and lakes, at
Jprings or rivers. That the party T to be bap-
tized was wholly immerged, or put under wa-
ter, which, fays he, was the almoft conftant,
and univer(al cuftom of thofe times.

TO which the learned Dr. Whitby agrees 3
and when attempting to reconcile Proteftants to
unite, be pleads for fome condefcenfions to Dif-
fenters in things indifferent, and unnecefJary for
the [ake of peace. Having made fome inferences
to the purpofe on the fide of the eftablifbed church,
be proceeds thus. * And on the other fide, fays
¢ be ||, if notwithfanding the evidence produced,
¢ that baptifm by immerfion is fuitable both to
the infitution of our Lord and bis apoftles,
and was by them ordained to reprefent our bu-
rial with Chrift, and fo our dying unto fin,
and our conformity to bis refurreition by new-
nefs of life s as the apoftle clearly doth main-
tan the meaning of that rite. I [ay, if not-
withflanding this, all our Diffenters ** do
agree to f{prinkle the baptized infant, why
may they not as well fubmit to the fignificant
ceremonies impofed by our church ¢ For fince it
is as lawful toadd unto Chriff’s infiitutions
a [ignificant ceremony, as to diminith a figni-
Jficant ceremony, which be or bis apoftles infti-

~ ~ & &
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* Primitive Chriftianity, p. 198.

+ Pag. 203.

| Protelt. Recon. p.289.

®* Of the Padobaptift perfuafion I fuppofe be meant.
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¢ tuted, and ufe another in its fead, which they
¢ did never inftitute. What reafon can they
¢ bave to do the latier, and yet refufe fubmiffion
¢ 10 the former ? And, why fbould not the peace
¢ and union of the church, be as prevailing with
¢ them 1o perform the one, as is their mercy to
¢ the infants body to neglet the other 2°

INCONSTESTIBLE arguing! Let the
diffenting Padobaptifts reply to it if they can.
I verily perfuade myfelf, could the Englifh Bap-
titts be brought to believe it lawful, to diminith
this fignificant ceremony, which Chrift inflituted,
and his apoftles praftifed, the controver(y be-
tween them and the eftablifbed church, in other
points, would foon be ended. But as they bave
more folid grounds for their feparation, and
bave not been wanting, in a friendly and chri-
Jtian manner to exhibit them, I fball, to avoid
multiplicity, fix only upon thofe, being fbort, and
much 1o the purpofe, publifbed by the reverend
Mr. Tho. Grantham, an excellent apologift for
the baptized churches in England, whbich are
as followeth,

AN
APOLOGY
FOR THE
Baptized Believers, .
PRESENTED
To all pions and well difpofed Chriftians in the
church of ENGLAND.

SECT. L

Honoured and beloved brethren,

T O prevent a miftake, ard to remove an
afperfion too frequently caft upon us, be pleafed
10 know, that the’ we differ from you and others,

in
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in fome things relating to the confiitution and
government of a true church, yet we do not
therefore arrogate to ourfelves alone the Chri-
Sian name, nor exalt ourfelves in our imagina-
tions above others, but do believe and hope, that
the number of the [aved ones will be gathered
out of all forts of Chriftians, who beartily love
God, and our Lord Fefus Chrift, and live bolily
and charitably among men, tho' they be diver-
JSified in refpei of ceremonies, by reafon of the
place and government where they live. Yea,
we bave charity for all men, who are faitbful
to the means of grace afforded them, bow finall
Soever 5 knowing, that our God delights in mer-
¢y, and does not exall the utmoft faribing of any
man.

BUT for all this, as it is certain there bath
been abundance of errors introduced among Chri-
Jans, fo it bas pleafed God to raife up a people
fHill to tepify againft them; the memories of
whom are bleffed, tho they were frequently
perfecused. So we believe it a duty incumbent
upon us, to bear our teftimony to what truth we
know, and not to partake with any in their bye
paths in life or religion, and yet endeavour, as
much as in us lieth, after unity and concord with
all that fear God, and own the Chrifian pro-

effion.

T O which purpofe we have bumbly propofed,
what we thought concerned us, in order to a
better underfanding and compliance, in our
Friendly epiftle to the bifhops and minifters of
the church of England, publifped fome years
ago, but bas not been publicly taken notice of,
till lately one Mr. Taylor, a perfon of worth
for his integrity and zeal for the Proteftant
interefty and for his gemtle difpofition towards

a4 Juch
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Juch as fear God, tho’ differing from bim in the
cafe of ceremonies.

IT hath pleafed bim, I [ay, to take notice of
our faid epiltle, and to offer fomething in order
to a compofure of differences, which, I confefs
with kim, 10 be a thing greatly to be defired.
But then be is pleafed to fbew us nothing of mi-
tigaticn, or kopes of the removal of the things
which kath occafioned our difunion s but does
rather wholly charge the caufe of divifion upon
us, and fuppofes our differences about baptifm fo
be the chief caufe of our diffenting from the church
of England.

BUT tho this is, indeed, a matter of great
gmportance, becaufc true baptifm is antecedent
to ckurch communiony yet, that which is great-
er in our juagment, is, that cpen profanenefs,
which, God knows, reigns erd rages in the
church of England 3 and therewithal, the utter
negleci of difcipline to reform thafe iniquities s
and alfo, that perfecuting [pirit, which appears
even in tco many of the guides cf the church, by
whofe cruelty our fufferings bave been much aug-
mented.

FOR thefe caufes we have thought ourfelves
concerned to make this our Chriftian apology,
in which we crave leave to ufc ika: freedom of
Jpeech which the matters depending do require.
And yet, feeing we muft ackrowledge, that we
are not infallible, as neither does the church of
England pretend fo to be, we fhell [peck under
correltion, and by the belp of God, with refolu-
tion to fubmit to a clear convifiion, f, indeed,
it fhall appear, that the things wherein we dif-
Jent, are juftifiable on the part of ibe church of
England ; but till this be done, it would be hy-
pocrify, and bafenefs in us, to vielate onr con-

Jeiences
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Jeiences in things pertainiug to religion, to ob-
tain favour from men; for if we fhould fo Gali
pleafe men we fhould not be the fervants of 1o
Chrift. And we do the rather defire to be beard

at this time, partly, for that Mr. Taylor is
pleafed 1o impute folly to us, in [eparating
from the church of England, becaufe we allow
of moft of the thirty nine articles; but efpecially
being thereunto required by fome of eminency,
and great authority in the church of England,
who alfo told us, that unlefs we could foew, that
the church of England does hold fome error in
point of faithy or that fbe does praflife fome-
thing in ber religion which is finful, we cannot
Jupify our feparation from her. And, whether
we be able in this wife to vindicate our prefent
feparation, is the bufinefs, which we pray, may be
Jerioufly confidered.

SECT. IIL
A BRIEF account of the reafons, why the

baptized believers cannot conform to the ce-
remonies of the church of England.

RESERVING all due bonour to the church
of England, /o far as fbe bolds the truth in the
thirty nine articles, and as fhe is a good fortrefs
againfk much popith fuperfition and idolatry,
we fhall bumbly make our objeitions in three par-
ticulars.

1. CONCER NING infant-baptifm,

2. CONCER NING ber difcipline.

3. CONCERNING ber impofing of cerc-
monies.

FROM all which we think we may fafely
argue thus,

T
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IT is lawful, juf, and needful, to maintain a
prudent and friendly {eparation, from fuch a
church as does believe, bold, and maintain fuch
ibings, as are evidently, and aftually defiructive
of that Chriftian liberty wherewith Chrift bath
made bis churches free 5 and of that facred bap-
tifm, and holy difcipline, which Chbrift ordained
20 continue in all churches to the end of the world.

BUT the church of England does believe,
bold, and maintain, fuch things as are evidently,
and aftually defirutive of that Chriftian liberty,
wherewith Chrift bath made his churches free s
and of that facred baptifm, and holy difcipline,
which Chrift ordained to continue in all churches to
the end of the world,

Ergo, IT is lawful, juf, and needful to main-
tain, a prudent, and friendly feparation from the
church of England, in ber prefent parochial confti-
tution. Suppofing the major is not to be denicd by
any Chriftian, we fball endeavour to make geod
the minor.

T O begin with facred baptifm. 1t is evident
from the Scripture, and parily from the confeffion
of the church of England ; that the things pre-
requifite to baptifm, on the part of cvery one,
who is 10 be joined with the church militant, or to
be baptized, are thefe. 1. They ought to have
ihe Gofpel preacked, or fome way made knvwn to
them. 2. Tobelicve the Gofpel. 3. To repent of
Sin.  And, 4. Willingly to put on Chrift in bap-
tifm. Or to exprefs it in fhort, They are firt to
bz dead with Chrift 5 and then, {econdly, to be
buried with Chrift by baptifm.

NOW, that the church of England does bold
Juch things as are evidently, and aftually deftri-
Give of this baptilmy, may, in our juagment, be
thus proved :

1. SHE
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1. SHE believes, bolds, and dues teach others
1o hold, 1hat all, or the very moft of her church
members, are regencrale, without bearing the word
of God, without faith, without repentance, or tny
knowledge of God 5 and fo belioves what neithet
we, nor any body elfe, can underftand to be true
and errs in faith.

2. YET fhe does not belicve, that her mem-
bers are regenerate at all, till fbe crofs or {prinkle
them with water 3 neither does fhe know, becaufe
Jbe bas no grournd to believe, that infants are
thereby made anew, fo as to become the children of
God, and beirs of beavens and believing this
without poffibility ordinarily 1o know it 1o be true,
Jbe errs in faith,

3. SHE believes and maintains, that thofe
ought to be baptized, whom fbe knows do not, can-
not believe, nor repent, nor in any meafure know
God, nor any duty of religion, and berein fbe errs,
as we conceive, concerning faith,

4. SHE believes and maintains, that {ponters
do believe and repent for infants, or that infants
do perform faith and repentance by their {ponfors,
and believing thefe things, and leaching ber youth
lo believe them, without any ground from the
word of God, fhe believes amifs, or errs in
faith.

5. SHE belds, that perfons may be lawfully
baptized when they are afleep, and does atiually
pretend 1o baptize infants when they are alleep
which we think verily muft needs be a very great
error, both in faith and practice.

6. S HE believes, holds, and maintains, that
croffing o7 {prinkling is a lawful way of bapti-
zing, when, indeed, it is no baptizing at all 3
infomuch as thofe that ufe that mode dare not
fpeak as they aft, I fprinkle thee in the name,

&e.
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&c. their confcience bearing them witnefs, that the
facred alt of baptizing in the name, &c. cannot
be expreffed by the word {prinkling. They there-
fore believing what they know is not true in this
matter, muft needs err in faith, as well as in their
practice. And this error bas in a manner de-
firoyed the way of baptizing ufed by John the Bap-
tift, Chrift and bis apoftles.

7. THUS, tho’ we grant, that the church of
England is no lefs zealous for the dofirine of bap-
tifm than ourfelves, yet it is apparent to us, that
fbe bas accidentally lof this boly ordinance, both in
r2fpedt of the fubjeCt and manner of it, and in the
due ufe and end of it, which was not appointed,
nor fitted to receive new born infants into the church
militant.  And by this unwarrantable change, fbe
bas defaced the flate, and loft the praife of a true
church, becaufe fbe bas not kept this ordinance as it
was delivered by Chrift and bis apoftles, but rather
Jupprefled it, and much oppreffed thofe that labour
to reflore it to its due ufe and praflice in all
churches 5 which is a great aggravation of all thefe
ber errors in faith and praltice concerning fa-
cred baptifm,

SECT. III
Concerning Difcipline.

W HAT manner of difcipline the church of
Chrift ought to obferve, is fufficiently declared
Matth. xviii. 1 Cor. v. 2 Thefl iii. Tit. iii.
and other places.  And it is very well expreffed by
a minifter of the church of England, in bis de-
fence of the thirty nine articles of the church of
England in thefe words : The manner of procecding
in excommunication, s, firfl, by gentle admoni-
tion, and that once or twice, given with the [pi-

rit
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rit of mecknefs, even as a brother, if the fauit be
not notorioufly known 5 and next by open repreben-
fion's afterwards by public cenfure of the church,
to put bim from the company of the faithful, to deli-
wer bim to Satan, to denounce bim a beathen, and a
publican, if no admonition will [erve, and the crimes
and perfons be very offenfive. Thus be, and to this
difcipline we can beartily fubfcribe 5 it being, in-
deed, the very fame which is religioufly obferved by
the baptized believers in this age and nation.
BUT where now, fball this difcipline be found
in the church of England 2 Does anmy one affembly
or court of the church of England obferve 12?7 Or
does fbe not praciice that in her courts, which is
too evidently deftrutiive of it? For fo far a5 we
can underftand, inflead of this brotherly admoni-
tion, men are clandeflinely prefented, and accufed,
and often excommunicated for they know not what.
What man is now taught, or bound by any order
of the church England, that in cafe bis brother
trefpafs againft bim, by defaming bis reputation,
offering injury to bis perfon, or by wronging him
in bis lubftance, 1o take that brotherly courfe, pre-

Xiti

Jeribed to all Chriftians 2 Or if be would take this Matth.
courfe, what congregation is impowered or allowed xviii.

to bear or determine the [trife s as fin is in fuch
cafes commitied againft God 2 We fee not bow it is
poffible for the offended, to do bis duty in an or~
derly way to the offender 5 if be go about it, be
Sball probably be derided, both by teacher and peo-
ple s fo far is be from obtaining juftice, againft the
offender, in any congregation of the church of
England, becaufe the auncient difcipline is an un-
known thing to the people generally,  And for want
of this Chriftian government are men continually
expofed to fuits and troubles in courts of law, where-
in the peor can bave fmall belp, as it is written,

If
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If thou feeft the poor to be opprefled ——— mar-
vel not —— for one great man keepeth touch
with another, and the mighty men are in au-
thority over the poor.

3. BUT that which is more grievouss we do not
Jee, that open profanenefs, can be met with,or fup-
prefled by your difcipline.  For fuppofe a man be
given to fwearing, lying, drunkennefs, and lafci-
vious talking, as, God knows, a great mumber of
the meinbers of the church of England are known
to be fuch 5 your difcipline feems to have no power
in fuch cafes 5 for, thus [aith one of your minifters,
twho minds canon 109! that probibits common
Jwearers, common drunkards, notorioys whore-
mafters, and whores, &c. from the bleffed [acra-
crament of the Lord’s fupper 2 Do not even Bi-
Sbops bear men fwear a thoufand oaths, and either
do not, or dare not ufz any difcipline againft them?
But now, if a good man do not fiand up, and bow
20 the altar at the name of Jefus, when the Creed
is read : becanfe be dares not pay greater reverence
in a religious way to any writing, than be pays to
the boly [criptures.  If be dares not ufe the fign of
the crofs in baptifm, nor [prinkle bis child, &c.
then [ball be be profecuted as a great finner, caft to
the devil, and laid in prifon 5 yea, be is [entenced
already s for in canon 6 thus we read, Whofocver
Shall affirm, that the rites and ceremonies of the church
of England are — fuperflitious, or — fuch as men
who are zealoufly and godlily affeéted, may not with
any good confeience approve them, ufe them, or as
occafion requireth, [ubferibe unto them s let him
be excommunicated, ipfo facto, and not reftored,
until he repent, and publickly revoke, fuch bis
wicked Errors.

4. THUS, as we conceive, the difcipline of
righteoufnefs, mercy, and charity, eftablifbed by

Chrift,
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Chrift, islaid afide. and a mercenary court [et up,
bolding the traditions of men, inftead of Chriff’s
inflitutions, in ecclefiaftical government s who alfo
live voluptuoufly upon the fins of the people. But
as for the reformation of evil manners, or the ma-
king peace and concord, alas! It is not fought for,
nor indeed expelied from thefe courts. And as the
reverend Grofthead faid at Rome, when be faw
all things ruled by money 5 fo may I [ay of the courts
under confideration. O money, money, whaé
wilt thou not do there? As for the opprobrious
language, probibited by the canon, we think it un-
comely for any to ufe it, tho’ we diffent from the
ceremonies themfelves.

SECT IV.
Concerning the impofing of ceremonies.

1. AL L divine ceremonies ordained by Chriff,
or his apofiles, we reverence, and religioufly ob-
ferve and keep, as they were delivered.

2. TH AT any church fince their days, bath juft
power to make and ordain divine ceremonies, fo
be any neceffary parts of the worfbip of God, we
fee no ground to believe s much lefs, that fuch cere-
monies may lawfully be impofed, under pain of
excommunication, baxnifbment, imprifoument, lojs
of eftate, and life. For tho’ it is certain, God
bas given power to the rulers of this world 1o
make, change, or difannul latos in point of civil
government 5 yel we belicve all the power on earth
cannot make one inftituie or divine ceremony ix re-
ligion.  And therefore we cannot but think, the
church of England erred from the rule of righte-
oufnefs, in decreeing rites and ceremonies, which
God bas not commanded,

3. FOR
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3. FOR when we fee bow [harply fome were
reprebended by St. Paul, for bringing the chriftian
cburches in Galatia, under [ome legal ceremonies,
which once bad a divine original, and ufe in the
church of God, as invaders of the liberty, where-
with Chrift had made them free; awverring alfo,
that if they were fubject to them, Chrift thould
profit them nothing. e can fec no ground to
Jree the proteftants from fin, who either take up
Jeripturelefs ceremonies from the papifts, or in-
vent ceremonies themfelves 5 but leaft of all when
they force men, will they, nill they, to conform to
Juch ceremonies, or elfe to be ejeited and delive-
red up te Satan. Aud [urely it was very unreafo-
nable, for ber L, 7sps 1o confent 1o a law, that
pious men, ouly diffenting iu thefe things, from the
church of England, fbould be banithed, or elfe
hanged as felons, without benefit of the clergy.

4. BUT if it fhonld be [aid, that the ceremo-
nies of the church of England, as the {prinkling
of infants, the fign of the crofs in baptifm, bowing
1o the altar, to mame no more at prefent, are not
Sfinful 5 then bow fball we be ever able to reprove
a papift, for ufing holy water, bowing to the
image of Chrifi 2 &c. Certainly if we mufp fubmit
to the ceremonies of .b¢ church of England, in ber
prefent conflitution, we muft fubmit to theirs too,
where they have power on their fide to enforce them,
But be that fhall impartially confider, what a learn-
ed Proteftant bath faid, of the finfulnefs of that one
ceremony, of the fign of the crofs in baptifm, in
bis book intitled, Againft fymbolizing with An-
tichrift in ceremonies, will fee great caufe to avoid
touching with any fuch inventions, bowever ibey may
be fuppofed, to bave bad an harmlzfs ufe among
Chriftians at firft. But who fees not, ibat when

Juch ceremonies, bave got the reputation of religion
upon
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upon them, and are forced on by buman laws,
what incredible miferies they have brought upon
the Chriftian world 2 How bave they lorded it over
kings and kingdoms, over the eftases, liberties, and
lives of Chriftians 2 Who [ees not, that being thus
Jet up, they are fometimes more fet by than fincere
faith, and an bolylife 2 Asif all true religion, and
loyalty too, were only to be judged of according to
mens [ubmiffion to thofe human innovations. For
it is notorious, even in this our land, that let a
man but conform to all the ceremonies, be fball live
bonourably, let bis life be never fo debauched.
But let a man refufe thefe ceremonies, out of con-
Jeience to God, becaufe they are not from beaven,
then be is envy’s mark, let bis life be never fo juft
and barmlefs. Such effeits fbould lead us to confi-
der, what the caufes are. And becaufe we are
Jpeaking of ceremonies, we crave leave to enquire 3
what means the ceremony of the ring in marriage 2
Why are we forced not only to ufe it, but to ufe it,
in the name of the Fatber, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghofi 2 Tise church of England blames
the Papifts, for [aying, Marriage is a [acrament,
but fball we then make a facrament of aring 2 Sure
you make the ring as facred in marriage, as you
make the water in baptifm.  Such ufages as thefe,
we fear, give the Papifts too much aufe to ufe this
Jpeech. A Proteftant is but a Papift, fear’d out
of his wits.

IT is not then any thing of prejudice or obftinacy
which makes us to [fand off from the communion of
the church of England, but an unfeigned.defire to
Jerve God aright, and a godly fear, lgft by touching
with thofe unwritten traditions we fhould bring our
Jouls under guilt in the fight of God. Howbeit, if any
can convince us, that the church of England is ju-
Sifiable in thefe things, bere objected, we fball fu-

b Jpesd
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Jpeét our felves to be miftaken in other things, which
we bere mentior not.

NOW may it pleafe the God of beaven, to put it
into the bearis of the guides of the church o/ Eng-
land, to confider thefe things.

1. TH AT none of thefe ceremonics about which
we differ from them, are required of Chriftians in
1be holy Scriptures, and that therefore, 2. To en-
Sorce them by excommunication, and penal laws,
upon the coniciences of men, is more than God re-
quires of you, or any body elje. And fJurely, if the
making thefe things neceffary to our communion
were but removed, [othat things which are not de-
livered in the word of God, were loft at liberty, we
Jhould not fand at fo great a diftance from the
church of England, as now we do.  For tho’ we
are verily perfiaded, that thefe things objeiied
againft, byus, areerrors, and therefore prudently
1o be amended 5 yet, we believe the impofing of
them is a thoufand times more offcnfive in the
Jight of God, and more gricvous to the jouls of men
becauje, as we conceive, God’s authority is then
ufurped by man, and mens fear towards bim is
then taught by the precepts of men. And yet we
know, and indeed muft confefs, that many things, as
to the more conveniert performance of veligious fer-
vices in a church way are left to the prudence of the
church, guided therein by the general rules in the
word of God 5 and fome things alfo, which are not
of the effence of Chriftianity, will feem doubiful to
Jome and clear 1o others.  nd therefore there will
be a continual neceffity of bretberly forbearance one
towards another, in fome finlefs ceremonies 3 as
many things may be Jo efleemed whilft not made
the boundaries of communion, and forced upon Chri-
fians againft their confeiences.  For example, tho’
fitting be the moft fafe gefture ab the Lord’s table,

becanfe
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becaufe neaveft to Chriff’s example, yet, if any in
bumility, and of devotion to God, think it their
duty to receive kneeling, this furely cannot ju(tly
offend any Chriftian. And thus alfo, bowing at
the name of 7efu:, being left at lubfrty, when,
where, and upon what occafion to do it, need not
to offend any 5 tho’ it is apparent, fuch bowing is
not the meaning of the text Phil. ii. yo. And
the [ame may be [aid of well compofed pray-
erss [o that fBill fuch forms be ufed as a matter of
Chrifitan liberty, and not impofed by law as ne~
ceffary.

AND could things be managed with fuch mo~
deration (as certainly the flate of the inbabitants of
this land dogs much call for it) in a friendly and bro-
therly [pirit, *tis bop’d, our animofities would abate,
and charity would endzar all that are upright to-
wards God, one towards another, tho’ labouring
under many weaknefles, or dark circumflances.
But whilft one party flands up with a fword in their
band, or with power to thruft men into gaol, and
rifle their eftates, unlefs they will all fubmit to their
will and pleafure, not only without, but perbaps
in fome things againft the word of God (the pre-
tended rule to all Proteftants in matlers of religion)
this lays a necelfitv upon all, that are of noble, and
truly Chriftian [pirits, to teftify againft fuch cru-
elty, and unmanly proceedings, and to affert the
true Chriflian doétrine and liberty, and Chrift’s fo-
vereign autbority only, to make laws for bis church,
as fuch, altho’ for [o doz'lzg., they fuffer the lofs of all
things, which are dear to them in this world, and
therewithal, to fland off from the communion
of fuch unreafonable men, as bave not learned to
do to others, as they would bave others to do to
them, wunder their different opinions, when in a

fate of fubjeilicn to tbofe who differ from them.
Thus
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Thus much, briefly, of the reafons or caufes of our fe-
paration, fays Mr. Grantham,

1T bas not been the lot of the Baptifts only to
be flandered, and injurionfly charged as perfons of
irreligious principles, and {chifmatical. For, we
Jind that all parties, the Englith Baptifts except-
ed, when, and where-ever they bave been upper-
moft in gavernment, bave condemned {eparation,
in all others, from what was then eftablifbed, as
fchifmatical. = Thus the church of Rome, which
for many years was the eflablif’d church of bis
kingdom, charged the Reformation, and the efta-
blifoment therenpon with {chifm. And the re-
Sformers, and all the members of the church of Eng-
land, are flill deemed by them {chifmaticks. But
the Reformation bas been well defended by their
learned minifiry. The famous bifbop Bramhal
wrote a juft vindication of the church of Eng-
land from Schifm ; wberein be bas endeaveured
bo prove.

1.THAT every fudden, paffionate beat, or mifun-
derfianding, or fbhaking of charity among Chriftians,
tho’ it were even ameng the principal paflors of the
church, is net prefently Schifm.

2. THAT every premeditated clafbing of bi-
Shops or cburches, about points of docirine or dif-
cipline, long and refolutely maintained, is not pre-
fently criminous fchifm, fo long as they forbear to
cenfure, and condemn one another, and to expel
one another from their communion, and are ready
to fubmit to the determinations of a general councit,

3. THAT there maybe an aftual and crimi-
nous {feparation of churches, wbich formerly did
join in one and the [ame communion, and yet
the {eparators be innocent, and the perfons from
whom the feparation is made, be nocent, and
guilty of {chifm; becaufe they gave jufl caufe of fe-

paration
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paration frow them. It is not the {eparation, but
the caule, 1hat makes the Schijm.

4 TH AT to withdraw obedience from a parti- Pag. 11.
cular church, or from a lawful fuperior, is not
always criminous Schifm.

THEN be telis us, ihat {chifm fignifies a cri- Pag. 14,
minous fciffure, rent, or divifion in the church,
an ecclefiajircal fedition, like a mutiny in an army,
or a faition in a flate. And fhews, wherein in-
ternal and external communion of the Chriftian ca-
tholick church doth confifl s and proves, that ex-
ternal communion may be fufpended, and with-
drawn, there being not a neceffity of communicating
in-all externals 5 that the rules of prudence, nor the
laws of piety do oblige particular churches or Chrijfti-
ans to communicate in all opinions and praltices,
with thofe particular churches of Chriftians, with-
whom they bold catholick communion.

THE bifbop baving taken a view of the fuffici-
ciency and authority of the King, and church of
England to reform s be confiders what were the
true grounds of the feparation of tbe kingdom and
church of England from the court of Rome, and
whether in the [ubduliion or Jubfirafiion of their
obedience, or commuttion, they obferved due mode-
raion.

THE grounds, [aysbe, of their feparation were Pag. 129.
many.

Firft, THE intolerable extortions, and excef=-
five rapine of the court of Rome, committed-in
the realm by their Legates and Nuncio’s &c.
Their difpenfations of all Jorts —— senths, firft
[fraits, appeals, palls, and a thoufand other arti-
Siéés to get money.

“THE fecond ground e were their moft un- Pag. 134

Juft ufurpations, and daily emcroachments, in.
trenchments, and extreme violations of all forts of

b 3 righls



xx1i

Pag. 145,

The Preface.

rights, civil and eccefiaftical, facred and pro-
ane.

THE third ground — becaufe they found by
experience, that fuch foreign jurzfdzﬁian, Jo exerci-
Jeds was defiruttive to the right ends of ecclefiafti-
cal difcipline, which is in part to preferve publick
peace and tranquillity 5 1o retain fubjells in due
obedience, and to oblige people to do their duties
more confcientionfly.

Pag. 147. THE fourth ground — they muft bave been

daily fubjest to bave bad new creeds, and new
articles of faith obtruded upon them. They muft
bave been daily expofed to manifold and manifeft
peril of Idolatry, and finning againfp God, and
their own confciences,

FROM the juftnefs of their grounds the bi-
Shop proceeds to confider, the moderation of the En-
glith reformers, in the manner of their feparation,
and fays, They did not deny the being of any church
whalfoever, Roman, or others, nor poffibility of
Jalvation in them 5 efpecially fuch as hold firmly
the Apofiles creed, and the faith of the four firft
general councils,

2. AS our feparation is from their errors, not
from their churches, fo we do it with as much in-
ward charity, and moderation of our affeitions, as
we can pofibly 5 willingly indeed, in refpefl of
their errors, and efpecially their tyrannical ex-
altions and ufurpations s but unwillingly, and
with reluctation in refpeit of their perfons, and
much more in refpect of our common Saviour.

3. WE do not arrogate to ourfelves, either a
new church, or a new religion, or new holy or-
ders, for then we muft produce new miracles, new
revelations, and new cloven tongues for our jufti-
JSication.

Lattly,
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Lattly, WE are ready, in the preparation of
our miids, to believe and pradlife whatfoever the
the catholick church, even of this prefent age, doth
univerfally, and unanimoufly belizve and pracife.
Quod z2pud multos unum invenitur, non eft er-
ratum, fed traditum. Awnd tho® it be neither
lawful, nor poffible for us to bold aftual communion,
with all forts of Chriftians in ali things 5 wherein
tbey vary from the truth s yel even in thofe things
we bold a tommunion with them in our defires,
longing for their converfion and reunion with us in
truth.

NOTWITHST ANDING this, the church
of England not only fixed the like charge on the
Proteftant Diffenters in general, but procured a
law againft them, intitled, An a& to prevent
the growth of fchifm. While the bill was de-
penaing in parliament, and before the [ame paf-
[ed into a law, the Diflenters publifbed, their
humble fupplication to ber Majefty Queen Anne,
in relation to the faid bill, reprefenting to ber Ma-
Jelty, That however they were flandered and inju-
rioufly charged as {chifmatical 5 yet they were a
body of ber [ubjells, who claimed the titles of Chri-
ftians and Proteltants; and as fuch, hoped for a
Jhbare in ber zeal, for propagating, and protefling
the true religion.  And that they were Chriftians
of the [ame orthodox faith, aud of the fame univerfal
catholick church of God, of which ber Majz/ty always
profefled ber [elf a member, and of which the church
of England, is declaréd 10 be a branch. That
1bey were the fame with the faid church of Eng-
land in all do&rinal articles, and in every prin-
ciple effential 1o the life of a Chriftian, and nect|Ja-
ry to [alvation, having figned and fubfirib.d to eve-
ry one of the doftrinal articles of the contffion of
faith of the faid church of Englind, aud 10 all

b4 ths
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the other articles of the [aid church, except two
only, wbhich two being allowed, and acknowledg’d,
even by the church herfelf, and by the laws of
this land, not to be effential to [aivation 5 or that
the declining the Jame amounts to any breaking off
from tbe unity of the faith, by which Chriftians
are incorporated into Chrift, the bead of the univer-
fal catholick church s or from that love, unity, and
charity of Chriflians, by which all the members of
that great body are united to one another 5 and there-
upon have been declared to be no {chifmaticks as
they are malicioufly reprefented 10 ber Majefty to be,
by their enemies.  And with all bumility they infift
in their claim, of being received among the reft of ber
Majefties fubjecls profeffing the fame Chriftian reli-
gion with them, and of being acknowledged as
true and orthodox Chriftians by them, and by ber
Majefty.  Becaufe to their great comfort they bave
been, asof right they ought 1o be, frequently decla-
red to be fuch, as wel] by ber Majefty, and ber
glorious predeceffrs, as aljo by and with the united
concurrence of the Lords {plritual, as well as tem-
poral and commons of this realm, affembled in
parliament, who bave [olemnly pronounced, and
enafied, that we, the Diflenters aforefaid, are
no {chifmaticks.

BUT when 1he Prefbyterians bad the afcendant,
andwere the eftablifbed church of thefe realms, then
their learned miniftry let us know, that all others
who [eparated from them, were, and ought to be,
trealed as fchifmaticks.

THUS the learned Dr. Cornelius Burgefs, in
bis {fermon before the boufe of commons, March
30. 1642, [peaking to them. < Do you not, [ays
« be, [ee or bear daily of the diforders, [efls,
< rents, and {chifms, that every where bud forth

¢ already, and tkreaten all order, unity, and go-
¢ wvernmeni 2°
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¢ wernment 2> And be attempls to illuftrate by a
Sfamiliar fimile, the dangerous confequence of fepa-
IatiO ¢« For, [ays be, give the water but a paf«

¢ jage, witbout making up the banks, and you
¢ know bow joon whole feas will break in upon us,
¢ and render all irvecoverable and incuravic, I
¢ one difficulty occur to day, ’twill be doubled, yea,
¢ multiplied 1o morrow, There is no Hydra, fo
¢ fertile of beads, as error and {chifim, grown to
¢ Jome jircizgth and maturity s #8 will afk but a
¢ fbort time of connivance s afic ruards, there will
¢ feno cur(wa nor fhaming of it

THE f(l?’nOZ{.) Dr. Calamy, in bis fermon be-
fore the Lord mayor, Jan. 14, 1645. inveighing
againft a toleration, prompits the magiftrates lto
uje thal pewer that God had given them in fup-
preﬁng Separatifts, as far as they were able, that
shey might not be accounted acceffary 1o t/Jem, by
their fupine neglec? in this, the caufe of Ged. < For, Rom. xiii.
¢ fays be, you are the minifters of God for good, 4-
¢ and revengers, to execute wrath upon them
< that do evil. And God bath deputed you, for
¢ the punifhment of evil doers, and for the
¢ praife of them that do well. Doth not God
¢ prophefy, fays be, That Kings fhall be our 15 5y
¢ nurfing fathers, and Queens our nurfing mo- 23.
¢ thers? And bow can a Chriftian magiftrate
¢ difcharge that duty as be ought, if be bath not
¢ power from God to punifb thofe, that would
¢ poifon the fouls of bis weak children with berefies,
¢ and foul defiroying opinions’ He procecds with
branding {eparation, with almoft all the ignominies
that tongue can exprefs s and in bis conclufion of
this topick, thus queries. ¢ Shall not the chicf
¢ magifirate of a kingdom bave power to rut cut
¢ of bis kingdom, at leaft fbut out from deins burt,
“ one that 15 bis fubjec? and polluted witl balph--

Cor,
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¢ mous, heretical, idolatrieal opinions? Is nct the
¢ kingdom the magifirates boufe and family 2° and
much more to the fame purpofe.

The author of {chifm tried and condemned, makes
this remarkon this celebrated gentleman’s zeal againft
the Separatifts. < One thing, [ays be, I muft con-
¢ fefs, [eems to me to be very odd; that be that
¢ bad fo lately prompted the pulling doton the church
¢ of England, and deftroying regal government,
¢ fbould mow make ufe of Ifaiah’s propbecy, that
¢ kings fhould be our nurfing fathers, and
¢ queens our nurfing mothers, 1o induce the peo-
¢ ple 1o obedience to the government then in being,
¢ and the magifirate to execule laws that were
¢ made diametrically oppofite to kingly government.
¢ Sure, adds be, be might bave found out a text of
¢ feripture lefs refleting upon the then efiablifb-
ment 5 and, no doubt, would if be bad not lain
under a violent iranfport of paffion, in regard
10 the intolerable fin, as be calls it, of countenan-
cing feparation. But wbilber is it, fome mens
zeal will not carry them, in the moft erroncous
opinions, even to the making the mof} imperti-
< ment feriptural quotations ?°

THO’ many inftances might be produced to
the (ame purpofes vet I fball add but one more,
and that is, from the famous Mr. Richard Bax-
ter, who in his epiftle to feparate congregations,
thus delivers bimfelf. ¢ From diverfity in opini-
< ons, and external rites, refulted diflike 5 thence
enmily; thence oppofition s thence fchifm in church
and fedition in ftate. The fate not flanding fe-
cure without the church, nor the church without
unity, nor unity wilbou! uniformity, Confider
thisy *tis the judgment of fome, that thoufands
are gone to bell, and ten thoufands upon their
march thither 5 that in all probability, bhad never

¢ come
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¢ come there, if they bad not been tempted from
S the parifl churches for the enjoyment of commu-
¢ nion in a purer church.

¢ VERY fine, Mr Baxter, Jays the aforemen- Pag. 18.
tioned author, of {chifm tried and condemned.
Can you damn thoufands, and ten thoufands s
Jome already gone, and others in the high road
10 Lelly for {eparating from your ufurpation, un-
der the pretext of greater purity in preacbing
and prayer; and could you refufe to join your
Jelf to the epifcopal church of England, when in
its flourifbing eftate, from the [ame plea? Can
you be angry with thofe that are guilty of the
¢ fame fin with yourfelf 2°

THUS the pretenfions of defigning men, who
brand others as [chifnaticks, and call themfelves
the church, wufurp authority over the confciences of
others.  But bis grace the late archbifbop of Can-
terbury, ¢ accounts it a meannefs of fpirit to defert
¢ the truth, or be afraid to own it, tho> never fo
¢ much clamoured againfi by ignorant or defigning
¢ men*’

THIS flale and deceitful cry of Schifm then,
is mothing elfe but a departure from the way of
thinking eftablifbed by law, and an adberence to
truth, as it appears, and not, as it is reprefented,
by buman authority 5 and fo is not only barmlefs,
but moft commendable s notwithfianding it is gene-
rally fixed upon all fuch, as do not come up to the
political model of a national church, to0® of that
church which is from above, they be fincere be-
lievers, and are perfons of unblemijbed lives.

¢ BY the loofe and random ufe of this term [ ichijm] Ibid.
¢ Jays the author, of RefleCtions on the manage-
¢ ment of fome late party difputes &c. 1izis
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manifeft, that wery few fix any determinate

-meaning thereunto, and thofe who are moft

eager in the charge feem quite unacquainted
with the controverfies from whence it arifes 3
and therefore they throw it about amongft all
they do not like, for no other reafon, but as it ap-
pears to carry in it Jomething of reproach; fo
that wherefoever we find it, it feldom goes for
any other than a mark of ill nature or malice, and
1s entirely deftitute of any other fignification but a
diflike of the perfons upon whom it is charged.
Thofe who at all concern themjelves in meanings,
underfiand by it, a groundlefs rent or {eparation,
Sfrom fome relizious fociety, of which the {epara-
tifts were once members.  But then this is quite
out of the cafe of our national church, and the
Diffenters frow it, for there can be but wvery
few inftances given of any of them, who bave
ever ‘been in communion with the national
church, and therefore in this [enfe, it is notori-
oufly abfurd, 1o charge them with a {chifm, or
a feparation, where they never were members.
It bas learnedly and unanfwerably, [ays be, been
proved by Mr. Hales of Eaton, in bis tract
upon this fubjec?, that Schifm is a crime, charge-
able upon fuch perfons, who introdice into any
religious focietv or church, fuch innovations iu
malters of indifference, as may give offence to
to fome [crupulous confciences, who are forced to
wichdraw themfelves from their communion ra-
ther than comply with them. Which dofirine
bas often been improved to the turning the
charge of {chifm upon the church berfelf, for lay-
ing fo.much fivefs, and impofing fuch matters of
indifference upon ber communicants, as bave

¢ fbocked Jeveral fincere, and fcrupulous Chriftians,
¢ and caufed iheir diffention from ber, tho’ flill

$keep-
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keeping up 1o the fB7ifinefs of ber doclrines, and
modctking only their ecclefiaftical difeipline, and
the exiernals of worfbip as they think fomewbhat
more agreeable to apoftolical cuftoms, and the ge-
nius of that religion which they profefs.
 THE next meaning then, [ays be, which is Pag. zo.
moft likely to bold with this term, muft be, That
{chifm 45 4 noncompliance with, or a diflike of
the national church, as 1o its difcipline, and that
external form of worfhip, which bas been-contri-
ved and ordered by a lay authority. But this
can never be thought fufficient 1o juftify the bideous
out cries of the high clergy, who tie the {chifma-
ticks as fuch, down to perdition, and throw them
quite out of the reach of falvation. What authority
bas the author of Chriftianity, given to any par-
ticular community, or fet of men, to determine
things wot by bim prefcribed ;5 and emjoin their
obfervation abjolutely upon any other befides them-
Jelves 2 How do the iolent advocates of our na-
tional cburch prove their model more apofiolical,
and of divine original, than any other fociety of
Proteftants, who in thofe externals do fomewhat
differ from them 2 The Diflenters differ and fe-
perate from them upon nothing ihat is pretended
10 be of divine authority, but only upon what is
of a political aud civil nature, fuch as a man
may like or diflike, comply with or rejet, with-
out at all concerning bim, as a Chriftian, deftroy
bis peace with God, or endanger. bis bappinefs in
a future flate.  Shall they thenbe any otherwife
regarded but as madmen, and treated with the
utmoft contempt, who pretend to thunder out
curfes and anathema’s upon perfons equal to them,
if not fuperiour in faith and prafice, only be-
caufe they better approve of fome other difcipline,
and Jome other form of government ?°

« WERE
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¢ WERE it enquired into, whether the Dif-
< fenters do not come up to the church in fuch
© matters of belief, as are on all fides allowed to
¢ be eflential to Cirifianity itfelf 2 or, Whether
€ their lives and prallices are not as conform-
< able thereunto? The church would be fo far
¢ from getting by fuch a trial, that it is appa-
< rent, fbe maft fland condemned for giing off
¢ from fome of ber own articles, and thofz too,
¢ of the moft importance, which are to be found
< only amongft the Diflenters, particularly the
¢ feventecnth article?

THO 1he church of England loff ber fupe-
riority, yet when refor’d 1o ber former grandenr
and aunthority s by attempting an uniformity in
religion, [be wvery marowly efcaped an entire
overthrow from the Romith church.  Wearied
with the fedfafinefs, zeal, picty, and firm refo-
lution of the Diflenters, to fuffer the lufs of all
things, and even death itfelf, rather than be
compelled 1o worfbip God in fuch ways, as to
them f[eemed not to be of bis appointment. At
length the nobility and gentry of Frgland began
to fee, that wirile their eyes bhod been taken up,
with purfuing the leffer evils of {chifm in reli-
gion among Yroteftants, they bad, as the confe-
quence of fuch procecdings generally proves, in-
[enfibly fuffered ihe fecret encroachmerts of Rome
and of France, and opened a door to popery and
tyranny.

T H E patriots of the Proteftant intereft in
this naiion *, findisig the influcuce which French
and popith emiffaries bad on the king 5. and find-
ing the popith lords in the boufe always vigorous
to oppi> every thing which was for the advan-

& Ffay on the Hift. of Parties, .
cing
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cing the new meafures, ihey applied themfelves
to feveral methods, in order to weaken the po-
pith party. They could not yet obtain an ait to
prevent the popith lords fitting in the boufe ; ~but
the prefent cafe was to prevent popith gfficers in
the army, who were fo many, and bebaved fo info-
lently, that the army then encamped at Black-
heath, was called the Cut THROAT ARMY.

THE Earl of Shaftfbury, who till then bad
been one of the privy couzcily called the CABAL,
was the man who contrived, and brought in the
propofal, for a bill to difpoffefs thefe popith offi-
cers; and the title of the alt exprefled the mean-
ing and defign of its being brought in. The King,
the court, and all the popith and French intereft,
oppofed it with all their might 5 but the popular
terrory and the juft fear, the people were in
of a popith army, prevailed, and it paffed by a
great majority.  Neither did the King think fit
to oppofe himfelf to the fiream of the whole na-
tion, at that times there being then a great mony
bill depending in the boufe, for no lefs, than
1238750 L. which would have been loft.  So the
Bill pajfed 25 Carol. 11. and is intitled, Ana&
for preventing dangers which may arife from
popifh recufants.

THIS is the famous TEsT AcT, the pre-
amble to which is thus, oy prbinting tangerg
wohich map happen from popith veculants, and fop
quicting the mindg of big WajeCp’s good lubjeds.

THE uneafinefs of his Majejty’s good fubjeits.
was at that time manifeft, to be their fears of
the army and court being put inio the bands of
papifts; and the people who pufbed on the att,
were thofe very people who efpoufing liberty and
property, obtained, in contempt, from the court
party, the name of WHIGS.

THE
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THE court, with all poffible management
and art, oppofed this law, and endeavoured to a-
larm the Diflenters with their dangér from this
afl. Alderman Love, one of the reprefentatives
for the city of London, a man of unfpotted inte-
2rity, was privately [poken to, that ke might op-
pofe it on the bebalf of the Diffenters.  This, at
Jirfp, bad fome effeét on the people; but Mr.
Love fecing into the defgn, avoided it, and
would not meddle. On the other band, the per-
Jons who brought in the bill, affured the Diflen-
ters, there was no defign, to offer them any diftur-
bance, and that, if they defired it, they would
bring in another bill afterwards, to exempt them
from the penaltics of the [aid afl, reprefenting to
them at the fame time, that if they foruck in to
oppofe this att, the bill againft popery would be
loft, and both they and the church of England
Joould fall together, under the growiug milchiefs
arifing from the power of the papills in the court.

T H E Diflenters prevailed upon with thefe
arguments, and efpecially depending upon the
promifes of vhe churchmen, thatthe act bad no
wiew towards them, and fbould in no wife be
turned upon them, acquiefced, and to fave the
church of England facrificed themfelves and their
pofterity to the ingratitude of thofe that propofed
it to them.

IN this manner, and on this occafion, and
#o other, this a&t was palled, which is now be-
come fo much the favourite of a party, as to be
thought the great defence of the church of Eng-
lend.

BUT as the good providence of Gad sver-rules
all things, and bas promifed, That all things
fhall work together for the good of them that
fincerely love and fear him; fo I cannet. fee,

that
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that the Diflenters oF rather tbe Englifh Baptifts,
who ‘defire only their liberty to worfbip God, ac-
cording to their own confciences, have any rea-
Jon to be difcontented, under the ufe they bave
made of this al¥, which contrary to their promi-
Jesy they bave turned againft them, and to God
muft be accountable for it. - What are we depri-
ved of thereby 2 Only the riches, tke honours,
and grandeurs of this world which are but
Jnares and temptations, and fuch as are bardly
confiftent with a profeffed love to God, and a de-
Jire to follow bim in bis defpifed ways. The ho-
nours and grandeurs of this world, are but like
Unto bubbles the-children make with water and
Joap, wbhich at the firft blaf of wind are diffol-
Ved, and there remains nothing, but the water
of vexation, contempt, and utter neglefd. For
thofe who take ever fo litile complacency in the
honcurs and grandeurs of the world, offend God,
and rob bim of the bonour which appertains to
bim alone. To us belongs nothing but fear.
Therefore they who have received riches, nobi-
lity, great offices, or a fpirit above the vulgar,
ought to be more afraid than defirous of honour,
Jeeing all thefe favours and privileges which are
beftowed on us by the liberal hand of God, do
oblige us to more gratitude, to a life more per-
feét, and to a greater account to be made by us
becaufe, He to whom much is given, of him
much will be required. What blindngls of [pi-
rit then, is it for a Chriftian, to effecm bimfelf
bappy for being advanced to a troublefome and
difficult office 5 a burthen, which fometimes does
not afford leifure to eat and drink with eafe, and
which is worfe, not to mind the things which
concern bis own f[alvation. Is it not better to
be mean in this world, than to poffefs dignities

c or
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or officess to be oppreffed with the diffurbances
of them, and obliged to [o firict accounts in the
next as will not be eafy to clear. For who can
now a-days pleafe both God and men, feeing they
are [o contrary to one another. Chrift [aid, We
cannot ferve two mafters, without being um-
faithful to the one or 1o the other. He that isin
any office, fecular or ecclefiaftical, and defires to ds
juply, muft needs cither yicld to evil, or be hba-
ted of almaft every one 5 and withal, he can do
nothing alone, be muft needs be grieved, [ecing
evil bearing fway, and bimfelf not able to
binder it. Is it good then to wifb for offices,
honours, and greatnefs in this world 2 We are
taught, that having food and raiment, to be
therewith content. Therefore, when the filli-
tious Caleb Danvers tho’ never fo truly tells us,
it is a hardthip we lye under, that the Teft act
is not removed out of our ways let us regard
bim not 5 for be is & wolf, the® be may appear in
Jeeps clothing, and is only ading the part of bis
father, the Devil, who told our Lord and Mafter,
when be tempted bim to caft bimfelf down from the
pinacle of the temple, It is written, he fhall give
his angels charge concerning thee, and in their
hands they fhall bear thee up, left at any time thou
dath thy foot againft a ftone.  Is it not better to
content ouifelves (having our civil and religious
liberties fecured unto us) with the will and plea-
Sure of the flate, and be fubjeit to our governors,
Iike Chriftians, not only for wrath but for con-
{cience fake ; than to be enfnared by the ferpentine
counfels of fuch deccivers s who, whatever they
may pretend to, do hate us in their bearts, and
only wait for an opportunity to get the power in
their bands that they may defiroy us 2 But let
us refign ourfelves unto the good providence of

God,
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God, and defire only the honour of bis geace, which
will render us bappy in time, and thrd’ eternily.
*Tis in vain to pretend to any bappinefs without
this. Al other things are nothing but amufe-
ments and foolifb imaginations. God alone being
the center of our bappinefs, we can never reft
but in bim, nor find any other true bappinefs.
The poffeffion of all the honours in this world, can
never fatisfy bim who defires to be a member of

Chrift’s kingdom, which is not of this world.
INDEED fome there are, who efteem riches
an bappinefs, and therefore court great places to
obtain them: tho our Lord and mafter efieems them
an bindrance, to our [alvation, f[aying, That it
is eafier for a camel to go thro’ the eye of a nee-
dle, than for a rich man to enter into the king-
dom of heaven. Wkhat a folly is it then, for
Chriftians to bave the defire of poffeffing riches s
who when they bave acquired them are difquieted
with the care of keeping them, the fear of loofing
them, and the eagernefs of increafing them. For they
are, as one well obferved, of the nature of falt
water y the more we drink, the more we thirft s
and the more riches we bave, the more we defire,
and the lefs we are fatisfied with them. Our
Joul being divine, can never be filled nor fatisfied
with earthly metals. What a fupidity is it, for
us to-load ourfelves with a weight fo dangerous
and difficult 2 When this fhort life is nothing
but a fmall voyage, that leads to a happy or mi-
Jerable eternity. One grain of rightcoufnefs is
of more value than all the riches and honours of
this world, wbhich cannot belp us at the hour of
death, but rather torments our sinds in the ago-
nies thereof.  Strange [ottifbnefs and fupidity of
mind! When we cannot refign our felves to the
government and good providence of God, whko
c2 knews
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knowws what we bave need of, and our fucceffors
alfo, whodo ofien run to defirutlion, by the means
of the riches that are left them. But to return,

AS the werd {chifms fo alfo that of church,
bas been notorionfly abufed, and the weaknefs of
the people impofed upon by crafty priefts, who are
manifefily enemies both to the fate and to the
church of England, and who muft bave views
inconfifient with the common good. It is very
wnanifeft, their frruggles are not for any part of
that religion, which comes from above, and tends
to mend mens bearts and lives, but only for the
Jhowy pari of worfhip, and thofe forms which
gives the priefi a fuperiour regard. Secure them
but in thofe dignities and privileges, which
makes them powerful and formidable amongft
their neighbours, and the effentials of religion,
Jball never interrupt their repofe. There are
‘tnore pains taken, to prove their own commiffion
from heaven, and that they are embafadors from
Chrift, than to eftablifb the fundamental dofirines
of Chriftianity, and to iuflrul perfons in the fe-
wveral duties of life,

HAVE not thofe perfons in the church of
¥ngland, who bave moft adorned their religion,
by their learned writings and difcourfes, and by
their exemplary lives, been traduced and vilified
as falfe brethren, and exncinies to the church, only
becaufe they vut in pratfiice that charity and for-
givenefs which their religion. cnjoins, towards
thofe of different [entiments in fome matters of
light concern? Aud are not thofe accounted the
beft churcimen, who have neither learning to
defend 1ts dofivines, nor piety enough todraw ils
precepts into example sy but are wvery noify and
¢lamorous on the dofirines of paflive-obedience
and non-refiftance, cr on fuch tvifles as diftinguifb

the
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the prieft from the layman, and gratifies the vanity
of a proud beart 2 Is it not manifeft, that peo-
ple can much better bear with one another’s diffe~
rent fentiments in philofophy, and other fiences,
than religion 2 We bave often fecn men of great
worth, for cfates, learning, piety, politenefs,
and every qualification, that can recommend. them
10 the good graces of mankind, defpifed and abu-
Jed, by the unthinking populace, purely becaufe
they {eparate from the eftablifped church. And
1t were to be wifbed, thefe diforders could not be
laid at the door of men, in the church of Eng-
land, profefing divinity. Is it not often feen
that young fellows, who perbaps bhave been fervi-
tors 1n a college, juff come from rumning of er-
rands s when made {piritual guides, prefently to
Serut, and look haughty, and contems the Laity,
treating maenkind in fuch a way as if they were
their vaffals? And yet, fuch a one as this, tho’ be
be a fottifb, ignorant, railing and domincering
prieft, fball be adored by the unthinking populace.
But thefe are feandals both to the church and fate,
and to fuch may be atiributed all the perplexities
of the flate. »

THAT worthy and pious prelate Dr. Burnet,
bifbop of Sarum, in his [peech, in the boufe of
Lords, on the firlk article of the impeachment of
Dr. Sacheverel, thus exprefles bimfelf. ¢ But
¢ as thefe notions [the dofirines of paffive-obed;-
¢ ence, and noi-refiftance] bave been long let run
¢ among us; [0 they bave appeared, in a moft
¢ violent and unguarded manner, ever fince the
¢ attempt of the pretendery and more of late,
¢ fince the preliminaries, upon the overtures for
¢ apeace, feems to extinguifb their hopes. What
¢ [ermons on this bead, are preached in this city,
¢ at aflizes, at Bath, and at many cathe%ra}s.

< Furis
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¢ Furious men fit themfelves with fome bot fer-
< mons, which they carry about from place to
< place, to poifon the nation. This bas not only
< the vifible effect defigned by it, of foaking many
¢ in their allegiance to the queen, and in their
¢ adbering to the Proteftant fucceflion; but it
¢ bas a curfed effelt on many others, on whom
€ this their defign does not fucceed. I am very
¢ fenfible, [ays the bifbop, there is a great deal
¢ of impiety, and infidelity, now [pread thro®
¢ the nation. This gives every good mind all
¢ poffible borror s but I muft tell your lordfbip,
¢ on what a great part of it, is founded; for
¢ Jfince my converfarion with Wilmot, earl of Ro-
chefter, I bhave kad many occafions, to dif-
courfe with perfons tainted with thofe wick-
ed principles s and I do affirin it, that the
greateft prejudice thefe perfons bave at re-
ligion, at the clergy, and at the publick wor-
Jhip of God, is thisy that they [ay, they fee
clergymen take oaths, and ufe all prayers, both
ordinary and extraordinary for the government,
and yet, in their aétings and difcourfes, and
of late in their fermons, they fhew vifibly, that
they look another way s from whence they con-
clude, thzy are a mercenary fort of people,
without confcience. I hope, fays be, there are
not many, that are [o corrupted, and [o fean-
dalons. I am fure, I know a great many that
are far otherwife, who preach, [peak, and
aét, as they fwear and pray; but thofe who
ait in another way, are wnoify and impudent,
and [o bring an imputation on the whole body
and unle[s an effeétual fop is put 1o this di-
Semper, it is not poffible to forfee all the ill
€ confequences that may follow upon it

WHAT
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WHAT may, and ought properly to be un-
derftood by the word church, fays the author of
Reflettions on the management of fome late paz-
ty difpures; ¢ If we go back to the firt ages of
Chriftianity, the term Ewxancia, which we
tranflate church, was the common name of
thofe focieties of converts to that religion, as
b_y circumftances of place, and other convenien-
cies, affembled together to worfbip God, in that
‘way they judged moff agreeable to his will,
¢ And thefe focieties or churches, were feverally
independent of one anotber, as to their difcipline,
authority, and choice of officers, and not only,
without the proteftion, but often under profe-
cutions from the civil power. In this Bate all
religious Chriftian focieties were called churches,
and continued in the [ame manner, until the
time of Conftantine, who turning Chriftian,
made that religion into the effablifbment, and
protefted and  fecured it by buman laws.
Whereby, adds be, it appears, that there was
no fuch thing as a national eftablifl’d church
till three hundred years after Chrift; for fo
long was it from bim to Conftantine the firf
Chriftian emperor.  Afterwards other princes
and ﬁzpreme magiftrates, as tbey became Chri-
< flians, in other p/dces and countries, took that
religion under toe guardzzm//?)zp ty’ tbﬁ Sate,
and protecled and fecured it by the civil autho-
rity. And thus England, after vejoiing the
Pope’s {fupremacy, mzd at Zﬂﬁ tbhe Roman di-
Jeipline, wpon the weformation, enasied fuch
laws by the civil avthority, and prefcribed that
methed of ecclefiaftical government and difci-
pline, as fiill continues under the nawné of the
church as &y law eﬂalﬂlz/bed the conftitution
of whick is o interwoven, by thofe wife legi-
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¢ flators, with the ffate, that it is their real in-
< tereft mutually to [upport each oiber s and by
< fatal experience it bas been found, one can-
€ not be in danger without the otheys being
€ Jo too.
¢« THUS it appears, that the word church
< is taken in a.twofold fenfe s one, as it expref-
¢ fes a religious fociety, without amy regard to
a civil power, or human authority 5 and the
other, as it refpefls only that difcipline, and
external parts of worfbip, which for decency
and order [ake is left to the determination of
every community, and is f[ettled by buman
laws. Therefore it is manifef, that thofe
< perfons are grievoufly impofed upon, who are
< perfuaded, that the controver[y between the
¢ Church and Diflenters, is upon a religious
< account 5 that is, about matters of belief 3
< for it is only about difcipline, and the exter-
< nal parts of worfbips the objelts of worfbip
¢ being the f[ame, and the [ame their faith.
¢ And therefore, while the high clergy make
< fuch an outcry about matters of the higheft con-
© cern, and bebave themfelves towards the Dif-
< fenters with [o much arrogance, and with fo
< little charity, as they bave done, and fill do,
< their number is not like to be leffened. They
cannot but be foured, and prejudiced againft
perfons, who neither in their temper, nor way
of living, difcover amy of that benevolence,
and meeknefs, which is the chief churatier,
and beauty of the Chriftian religion,’
I SHALL conclude with this obfervation,
bow much abufed the filly multitude muft be,
who, by the moife of the church’s danger, are
made to apprebend the lofs of their religion, and
the introduition of gie quite different from z‘}.
¢t
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It is mot to be imagined, that thofe champions
of the church, who are moft bufy in propagating
Juch a mifchievous and falfe alarm, are them-
Jelves fo filly as to believe it 5 they cannot but
know better, and be [enfible of the impoffibility
of fuch a change, witbout a previous [ubverfion
of the civil conflitutiony and therefore they muft
ait upon views wery differcnt from the intereft
of religion, and wilfully impofe this deceit upon
the people, for fome fecular purpofes. And it
1s 100 amuch 1o be feared, that it bas been only a
cover to fome il defigns and views defiruiiive of
the conftitution, both in church and ftate. Thefe
trumpeters of fedition, 1ho’ they may pretend to aim
at the advancem:nt of religion, muft know them-
felves, that they mean nothing but intereft, or
to gratify their. ambition and vaniy, and con-
Jequently aft againft the light of their own con-
Seiences s therefore, let them be ever fo orthodox
in matiers of faith, they may be jufily fliled
fchifmaticks, or rather worfe, fattious, ill-de-
figning, {elf-condemned hereticks,

xli
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CHAP L

From the end of the reign of King
William, 20 the end of the reign

of Qz’zeen Anne.

W

%7@\ thereof for wonderful works, -

2\/=3] and mercies, that hiftory it-

(g4 (elf the facred only excepted,
cannot parallel.  The mild, the juft, the
truly Proteflant Reign of the late King
William, of glorious memory ; whofe great
foul was fet fo much on the good of man-
kind, that not content to make us happy
during

E are now come to a reign, Anno
Y f{o remarkable in fome years *7°%



2 The HisTory of the

during his own life, but looking forward
thro” diftant ages to come, he bent his fpe-
cial care, to tranfmit the religion and li-
bertiecs he had faved, down to the end of
time; by fecuring to thele nations a_ficce/=
Sion of Proteflant Princes in the line of
Queen Anne, and that of the illuftrious
houfe of Hanover. For tho’ the French
king, the chief fupporter of the pretender
to her majefty’s crown ; and who, her ma-

SM};’J in jefty aflured us, ¢ Is certainly engaged to

f;;:o& ¢ extirpate our religion, as well as to re-

27, 1705. ¢ duce the kingdom to flavery,” dared to
proclaim the pretender king of England,
and was then very formidable to Europe;
yet her majefty’s glorious arms humbled
this proud enemy, by a neceflary and juft
war, which was filled up with a feries of
prodigious fucceffes, under that confum-.
mate general, Fobn duke of Marlborough;
whofe name will fhine beautifully in the
hiftory of this wondrous reign throughout
fuicceeding generations ; when his Enemies
fhall be loft in their own obfcurity, or re-
member’d only for their fhameful ingra-
titude.

THE queen, upon her acceflion to the
throne, made no great alteration in the
ftate of affairs, as they ftood at the death
of the king. Both fhe, and the parfia-
ment, continuing to purfue thofe meafures
he had fo happily begun, effeGtually to
fecure the /liberties of Europe. 'The cir-

cumftances
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cumftances which attended her majefty’s
acceflion and proclamation; heér firft
{peeches to her council, and both houfes
of parliament, and the f{everal addrefles
which enfued, I fhall pafs by, that I may
come to matters which more immediately
concern the Engli/h Baptifts, connected
with the bold attempts of a factious party,
againft thofe who her majefty declared,
¢ had given repeated proofs of the greateft dufewer 4
¢ warmth and concern for the fupport of Z’;dfi’f !
¢ the Revolution, fecurity of her perfon, Mar. 13,
¢ and of the Proteflant fuccefion.””  And 177
in her anf{wer to the commons addrefs at
the fame time, ©I think, fays the, all
¢ who endeavour to make drvzfons among
¢ my faithful fubjeéts, muft be mine and
¢ the kingdom’s .enemies. And I fhall
¢ never countenance any perfons, who
¢ will go about to leflen the juft efteem
¢ which I have for thofe, who have done,
¢ and continue to do me, the moft eminent
¢ fervices.’

THE inconveniences attending the Ge- General

o) e
neral Affemblies of the Baptifis, by the fﬁfi{;‘”
great diftance of fome who were to at- ;,,,aiﬁcg.
tend them (and the churches being fettled ations.
in peace and unity) brought the Baptized
Churches into other methods, for the regu-
lating themfelves; {o that inftead of meeting
annually in general bodies; they met to-
gether, fome of them, at pre-appointed
times, to confult together of fuch things,

B2 as
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as might have a tendency to the well-
being and good of the whole; and com-
municated by letters to each of the con-
gregations, their proceedings, conclufions,
and agreements,
Anno In the month of April 1704, the mi-
Zoiﬁm- nifters and meflengers of #hirteen churches,
by 13 1n and about the city of London, held an
churchesin Affembly at Lorimers Hall, which conti-
London.  nyed three days, This affembly was open-
ed with a fuitable fermon in publick, by
the reverend Mr. fobn Piggotf. And af-
ter they had, in prayer, fought the lord,
for his diretion and blefling on their deli-
berations, they chofe Mr. Richard Adams
moderator, and then proceeded to read the
letters from the churches, and ferioufly de-
bate the matters therein contained, and
fent their agreements to each of the
churches.  All which they fubmitted to
be approved, or refufed, as fhould feem
moft meet to them.
Prelimi-  'THIs Affenbly agreed to the following
”“”}’“’f preliminaries or rules, for the regula-
regulation. &, - .
tion of their debates.

1. TuaT what this Affembly (hall agree
to, fhall be propofed to the feveral churches,
whofe meflengers are prefent, only by
way of 'Addvice,- and not be accounted
binding to any church, any farther than
the approbation and confent of fuch
churches fhall make them fo,

2. Tuat
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2. THAT to prevent all interruptions
and diforder in dcbates, every perfon fhall
ftand up when he fpeaks, directing his
difcourfe to the smoderator ; and np other
perfon fhall {peak till he fits down.

THAT no opinion, wherein any of
the churches reprefented in this Affembly,
differ from the reft, fhall be controverted
in this Affembly.

4. THAT the feveral matters recom-
mended to the confideration of this Affem-
bly, by letters from the churches, be con-
fidered in the fame order in which the
letters have been read, and that no other
bufinefs intervene.

It was unanimoufly agreed to in this Their con-
affembly, That it would tend much to the ;%”Z"m
edification of the churches, frequently to mentes
keep days of fafting and prayer in each
congregation; and fometimes for feveral
churches to affemble together on fuch oc-
cafions, when it can be conveniently at-
tained. Alfo, That it is an irregular pra-

&ice for one church to receive members
from another, without recommendation,
or at leaft w1thout fending meflengers to
the church from whence fuch perfons
come, in order to their regular difmiffion,
And that it is the duty of fuch perfons,
who defire to be difmiffed from one church
to another, refpectfully to fignify their
reafon, or reafons, for {fuch a difmiffion,

B3 te
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to the church to which they belong.
Alfo, That the members of each chureh
ought ordinarily to attend the worthip of
God, in the church to which they relate ;
and that to make a common practice of
deferting the affemblies to which they be-
long, is a great difcouragement to the mi-
nifters of fuch churches, a hindrance to
the carrying on the werk of God in fuch
churches; occafions neglect of the poor
among them ; and that the continuance
of fuch a pra&ice has a tendency to weak-
en, and will, perhaps, in time iffue in the
diffoluticn of fome churches. Alfo, That
the churches be informed, that it is the
opinion of this Afembly, that the doftrine
of fantification, by the imputation of the
holinefs of Chrift’s nature, does in its con-
fequence, render inherent holines, by the
holy Spirit, unneceffary, and tends to over-
throw natural as well as revealed Religion,
Alfo, That it is the opinion of this Affem-
bly, that in cafe the minor part of any
church break off their communion from
that church, the church-flate is to be ac-
counted to remain with the major part.
And in cafe the major part of any church
be fundamentally corrupted with herefy
and immorality, the miror part may, and
ought tc feparate from fuch a degenerate
focicty, and either join themfelves to
fome regular church or churches; or elfe,
if they are a competent nuwber, may

con-
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conftitute a church-ftate, by a folemn
covenant among themfelves. Alfo, That
it be recommended to the feveral aﬂacmz‘e
churches, reprefented by this Affembly y
that each church do make an annual col-
leGtion, for the relief of fuch minifters in
and about the city of London, dwelling
within the limits of the weekly bills ot
mortality, who have but a fmall Allow-
ance from the churches to which they be-
long. Alfo, That it is the opinion of this
Affembly, that the ordination of perfons
to the office of an Elder, or that of a Dea-
con, by the impofition of the hands of
the elderthip, is an ordinance of Jefus
Chrift ftill in force. Alfo, That it would
be highly ufeful, that a Fund of money
be fettled and maintained, either by fub-
feriptions or collections, as each church
fhall think moft expedient, for the educa-
tion of pious young men, who are in com-
munion with one or other of thefe affociate
churches, and are blefled with promifing
gifts, in order for the better fitting of them,
for the work of the miniftry ; and alfo, for
the furnithing of others, who have not
time to attain the knowledge of the tongues,
and fome other parts of ufeful learning,
with fuch Englz/h books, as may be thought
moft proper, for their affiftarice and im-
provement. And that this be recommend=
ed to each particular church,

B 4 THR
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Tue churches of which this affembly
confifted were :

1. Tue church meeting in O/d Gravel-
lane, near Wapting. Their meflengers
were Mr. Jobn Gardiner, Mr. Benjamin
Cooper, and M. Benjamin ‘Gander

2. Tue church meeting at Piuners-hall,
prefent, Mr. Fofeph .vw/mez‘ paftor, Mr
Mark Haw&ms, Mr. Soln C sce.

The church mceiing vpon Horfel-
a’own, Southwark, prefe nt Mr. Benjamin
Keach, paftor, M. Benj. Stinton, Nir.
Fo 0/]wzz Fariow.

4. Tur church meeting in Firginio-
Slrcet, prefent, Mr., Tho; Dmu/on Mr.
Humphry Burroug //5 Mr. Rickard Glover.

5. Tur church meeting in Shkadwell,
prefent, Mr. Nath. Wvles paftor, Mr.
fobi Brand, Mr. Caleb "Huoker.

6. Tue church meeting at Lzmeboufe,
prefent, Mr. Leonard Harrifin, paftor,
7\/Ir Robert Wynn, Mr. Sz‘ep/ en Bantinck.

Tur church meeting near Sprztle-
fuﬂs prefent, Mr. Robert Cheney, M.
Lionel Skarp, Mr. Fames Pope.

8. Tur church meecting at Devonfbire-
Sauare, prefent, Mr. Rich. Adams, paftor,
Mr. Mark Key, Mr. _“/Ob;z Tows.

9. Tur church meeting at Foymers-
ball, prefent, Mr. Ja/m/J jdm jters, paftor,
Mr. Rich. Pain, Mr. ,/";'z‘Davers

ro. Tur church “meeting in Little
[17ld-firect, prefent, Mr. foln Piggott,

paftor,
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paftor, Mr. Richard Aland, Mr. Henry
Clare.

11. THE church meeting at the Bagnio,
prefent, Mr. Sobn Skinner, Mr. Thomas
Lampett, Mr. George Capflaff.

12. TuE church meeting at Lorimers-
hall, prefent, Mr. Robert Byand, Mr.Geo.
Richardfon, Mr. Richard Wilkinfon.

13. Tue church meeting in HWhite-
Sfreet, prefent, Mr. Rich. Parkes, paftor,

Mr. Francts Sims, Mr. Ffobn Coombs.

ABou this time the reverend Mr. #all,
vicar of Shorebam in Kent, publifhed his
Hitory of Infant Baptifin, for which he
had the thanks of the convocation. The
fame was well, and learnedly anfwered by
the reverend Dr. Gale.

On the 25th of March 1705, was held Anno
another Affembly of ten affociate churches, ;7;50’” P
by their reprefentatives, viz. the church giciatios
at Foyners-hall, the church at Pinners- o ten
hall, that at Limeboufe, that at White- i:;éﬁ:"
Street, that in Virginia-flreet, that at Shad-
wel/, that upon -Horfely-down, that at
Little Wild-fireet, that at Spittlefields, and
that in Barbican.

AFTER a very fuitable fermon, preach-
ed in publick by the reverend Mr. Fofeph
Stennet, for which he had the thanks of
the Affenlly returned him, with their de-
fire to him to print the fame. And after
having by folemn prayer, invoked the di-
vine direction and blefling on their deliber-

ations,
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ations, Mir. Fo/éph Stennet being chofen mo-
demz‘or they proceeded to the feveral mat-
ters before them ; having deliberately read
the letters, and heard the meflengers from
thc faid feveral churches ; ; ¢ And here, fay
¢ they, with great joy and thankfalnefs
to God, we cannot omit to mention,

that great harmony, and that fpirit of
love and peace, which appeared in every
reprefentative in this Affembly ; info-
much, that all things were not only de-
bated with great calmnefs and modera-
tion, but the matters agreed on, pafied,

thh the unanimous confent of all pre-
" fent o that it was rare to obferve one dif-
fenting vote among us.’

AFTER the reprefentatives of the above
named churches were affembled, ¢ We be-
¢ ing informed, fay they, that our beloved
¢ brethren M. Jobn Ward, Mr. Mark
¢ Key, Mr. Benj 7j. Cooper, and Mr. Ebene-
3

L) an,. a ~ ~ ~ Y L) L) ~

zer Wilfon, defired to be admitted into the

Alfembly, only as auditors of our debates,

and agreements, we readily confented

thereto, and they were accordingly ad-
mitted.’

THE preliminaries being the fame in
fubftance with thofe agreed to in the pre-
ceding Affembly, 1 thall omit them.

In this Affembly they did read over para-
graph by paragraph, the letter fent to the
churches, reprefented in the laft Affembly ;

and thouOht it neceﬂary to recommend
afrefh
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afrefh, to the care and confideration of the
feveral churches reprefented in this Affem-
bly, the feveral matters thereby recom-
mended to the churches, fo far as the
fame any way concerned t‘)em and then
they proceed, and fay, ¢ We further fig-

nify to you, that this Affembly being in-
¢ formed, that there are feveral perfons,
< who call themfelves Baptifts, and meet
¢ at Wmcbeﬂer-/aozye near Saint Mary
Ovcries Dock, in Southwark, who pre-
tend to have formed themfelves into a
¢ church of Chl‘ln, different from the bap-
tized churches in London, and are com-
pofed chiefly, if not only, of perfons
¢ who were under the cenfure or dealing
¢ of fome churches; or after a diforderly
¢ manner rent themfelves from fundry
¢ churches in this affociation, and from
¢ other baptized churches; and that they
receive perfons into thelr faid fociety,
without due recommendation from, or
¢ fatisfaction to the refpetive churches,
¢ to which fuch perfens did belong; and
do take a liberty to refle¢t upon, and re-
¢ vile the baptized churches, and their
¢ minifters. And all thefe allegations be-
¢ ing fully proved to the fatisfaction of this
< Affembly,” agreed,

1. THAT 1t is the opinion of this 4/~
fembly, that the faid perfons meeting at
Winchefter-houfe are not, nor ought to be
efteemed, nor owned, asa church of Carift.

2, Tnar
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2. THAT it is the opinion of this Affen-
bly, that it is irregular and diforderly, for
any members of a baptized church, to join
themfelves to them, or to frequent, or any
way encourage or countenance the faid
meeting at Winchefter-boufe,

3. AND we do recommend it to all the
churches in this Affociation, to difluade
their members from any fuch practices,
and to mark them that attend fuch an irre-
gular meeting, as walking diforderly.

THE reprefentatives of the church meet-
ing in Barbican, having informed the 4/~

fembly, that they had it in charge from the
faid church, to recommend to this .4fem-
bly, that they will endeavour to prevail
with, and give due encouragement to Mr.
Fofeph Stennet, to write a General Hifto-
ry of Baptifin, in defence of the practice of
the baptized churches. And the Affembly
being informed, that upon feveral meet-
ings with Mr. Stennet, he had been pre-
vailed with to prepare a #itle page, and the
heads of feveral chapters proper for fuch a
book, which, at the defire of the 4fem-
bly, he was pleafed to read; tho’ he let
the Afembly know, that he feared the cir-
cumftances of his health, and his other
affairs, would not permit him to undertake
the fame.

AGREED unanimoufly, That it is the opi-
nion of this 4ffembly, that fuch an hiftory
as propofed would be of great ufe and be-

nefit
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nefit to the publick. That Mr. Stennef be,
and he is hereby intreated to write the faid
hiftory. That this Affembly will, to the
utmoft, encourage, and promote the faid
work. That a committee be appointed to
confult Mr. Stennet more particularly
about the faid Hiftory ; and to confider of
the beft method of defraying the charge
thereof ; and that they likewife take the
affiftance of any other perfons, whom they
count proper, whether they relate to the
Alffoczation or not. That the faid Commit-
tee confift of one member of each church
in this Affociation, to be approved by the
faid churches, and now nominated and ap-
pointed by their reprefentatives. And the
following perfons were nominated, and ap-
pointed to be the faid committee, viz.

Mr. Yobn Taylor, ~ Mr.Adbra. Atkins,
Mr. Fobn Valley, Mr. Rich. Aland,
Mzr. fobn Brand, M. fobn Burroughs,
Mr. Abra.Hickman, Mr.Hum.Burrougbs’
Mr. Geo. Farvis, Mr. Rich. Wilkinfon,

And that any four of the faid perfons,
when met, may a in the affair. And
that the faid committee do meet at Deer-
ing’s Coffee-houfe in Finch-lane, on Monday
next, at five of the clock in the afternoon,

and adjourn from time to time, as they
fhall think fit.

THus the Baptifts have continued to
meet in affociate Affemblies, not only in

Lon-

13
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London, but alfo in feveral other parts of
the kmgdom That at London, in the
year 1739, in the Whitfon week, was
opened by the reverend Mr. Yobn Mazl-
den, who preached a very fuitable fermon
on the occafion, which gave fuch general
fatisfaCtion, that he not only received the
thanks of the Afembly, but was alfo de-
fired by them to print the fame. I fhall
not mention the particular tranfactions of
this affembly, but only obferve, That their
proceedings and deliberations were with
great unity, peace, and concord, and that
they beftowed an honour upon Mr. Afau/-
den, by eleGing him to®the dignity of the
office of a Meffenger to the  baptized
churches, an office parallel with (in ho-
nour, tho’ not fo beneficial) that of a bi-
thop, if not an archbifhop, in the efta-
blithed church, I have made this tran-
fition, to end with affociated Afemblics.
But Why fome of the Baptiff miiifters at
London, and particularly thofe who make
up the Bzzpﬁ/f board, as they are called,
have left this laudable care of their
churches I cannot tell. The reverend
Mr. Baxter, who may weli be fol owed
in fome things, tclls us, ¢ That the fate
¢ of the Flocks doth- ufually follow the
fate of the Paflors, is known by the
¢ experience of all the churches, in all
¢ ages and places in the world. Where
¢ there is a holy, faithful, able, diligent,
¢ and
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¢ and concordant miniftry, there is ufual-
¢ ly a reformed and agrecing people. And
¢ where there is an ignorant, lazy, for-
¢ mal, ungodly, and contentious miniftry ;
¢ there is either a people divided, or elfe
¢ agreemng in ignorance, formality, and
¢ ungodlinefs; at leaft if fuch a miniftry
¢ have been long among them. And we
¢ need no other proof, fays he, of this,
¢ and of the chief caufe of the peoples di-
¢ vifions and miftakes, than the accufa-
¢ tion, and charges of the miniflers againft
¢ each other.

I am well fatisfied, That the only way,
under the guidance and direction of God’s
holy Spirit, to prevent difcord, and the
{pread of error, would be by the compaf-
fion and téndernefs of minifters, thewed
towards the weaknefles of the people, who
cannot be expected to equal them in
knowledge ; and by adhering to the an-
cient fimple Chriftianity, making nothing
neceffary to concord and communion, but
what Chrift himfelf has made ; impartially
judging of men by God’s intereft in them,
and not by their own, or their parties. It
is Chrift that muft be followed, and not
Calvin nor Arminius. Mofes, the greateft
prophet that ever was, declared it. A
prophet, {ays he, fball the Lord your God
raife up unto you, of your brethren, like
unto me, him fhall ye bear in all things,
whatfoever be fhall jfay unto vou. Are the

pe-

15
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peculiar diftinguithing dottrines of Calvin,

or Arminis, effentnl to a Chriftian? If
not, why are they made cffential to com-
munion one with another ? Nay, effential
to bar that Chriftian cha mv (I mean of
being relieved in want, which is due unto
all men) from the latter, and to be difpen-
fed only to the former. Oh! that thofe
concerned would lay thefe things to heart,

and not make their peculiar di /hmzzzjbzn'r
doétrines a neceflary condition of commu-
nion. Peace and concord are amiable even
to naturc. And the beft means to win the
world to the love of holinets, is by fhew-
ing them, that holinefs doth make you
unfeigned, and fervent in the love of one
another. What praife can thev expect
from Chrift their divine maiter,-who make
the door to a profetlion of n,s. religion

Jiraiter than he has left it?

I HAvVE been the more large refpecting
the conduct of the Baprifts, in their Gene-
ral Affemblies and Ajfociations, becaule of
that declenfion fome of the prefent time
feem to be under. They have not only
declined in their love towards thelr bre-
thren, for being more Lugc i the exzents
of Chuﬁ s death than them lpl\\,o, but alfo
in their love and care towards their bre-
thren of their own opmxons in neglecting
to aficciate themfelves with fome of the
judicious lay-brethren, as the praétice of
the reft is, to confult together for the'gooc}

o
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of the whole. And here, I think, the
words of the prophet Ezekie/ may not be
mifapplied. Thou fon of Man, fhew the Ezek.
boufe, to the houfe of Ifrael; that they may ’x"x‘"' 1%
be afbamed of their injquities, and let them
meafure the pattern. And if they be a-
flamed, of all that they have done; fhew

them the form of the houfe, and the fafbion
thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and

all the forms thereof, and all the laws
thereof, and write it in their fight, that

they may keep the whole form thereof; and

all the ordinances thereof; and do them.

But to return,

*T1s no wonder, that a perfon of Mr.
Stennet’s learning, and known charaler,
had fo large a fhare in the management of
affairs among the Baptiffs ; and that cafes
of difficulty, relating to that intereft, from
all parts of the kingdom; and fome from
remoter climates, came under his care.
The chara@er that he gained, by his an-
fwer to Ruffen, put his friends on foliciting
him, to undertake that great work, which
he intended to have performed, and was
for fome years colleéting materials for it;
but the ill ftate of his health prevented his
making any confiderable progrefs in it.

THE large extent, and great ufefulnefs
of this defign, may in fome meafure ap-
pear by the following fcheme, taken from
a draught yet remainiug in the hands of a
friend of his.

«Ir



18

Life of
Myr. Sten-
net, p. 21.

<

" N A A A A A A A AN A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

The HisToRry of the

¢ IT was propofed, fays the author of
his life, that next to the fcripture ac-
count, a particular colleGtion fhould be
made out of the authentic writers, of
the firft, fecond, and third centuries, of
every thing material relating to baptifin ;
and a like collection from the authors of
the following centuries down to the time
of the reformation ; particular care being
taken to examine the books which re-
late to the ancient Petro-brufians, Albi-
genfes, and Waldenfes. That all thofe
rabbinical books fhould be fearched,
which give any account of the baptifin of
profelytes among the Fews; as alfo fuch
Chriftian writers, who argue for, or
againft it. ‘That all Chriftian liturgies,
and councils ancient or modern, fhould
be examined, with relation both to the
mode and fubjeéls of baptifin. That in-

-quiry fhould be made into the different

{fentiments of Proteftants about Baptifin

- at the time of the reformation: and par-

ticularly, for a juft account of the cir-

" cumtitances of the German and Hunga-
" rian  Anti-pedobaptifts. That all the
- Englifb books which have controverted

thefe points, fince the reformation, thould
be confulted; the arguments on both
fides drawn out, and remarks made,
how the writers of the church of Eng-
land, and thofe of the Diffenters, mili-
tate with refpet to Pedobaptifin. 'That

‘a
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a correfpondence fhould be fettled with
perfons of approved integrity and learn-
¢ ing, in different parts beyond the feas,
< to furnifh fuch books and accounts as
¢ might give a juft idea of the iftate of the
< Anti -padobaptifls abroad. That affi-
¢ ftance fhould be given to the author of
¢ the intended Hiftory, from enquiries
¢ made by others, in the feveral periods of
¢ it ; but that whatever materials were col-
¢ lected by other hands, he fhould him-
¢ felf examine all the citations, digeft
¢ them into fuch order as he thought fit,
¢ making proper reflections throughout the
¢ whole work. Such a plan well and ju-
¢ dicioufly exccuted, would doubtlefs have
¢ fet this fubje&t in a very full and juft
¢ light, and contributed not a little to the
¢ removal of thofe feats and prejudices, for
¢ the future, which formerly have too of-
¢ ten appeared in difcourfes concerning
¢ baptifm ; {o that it may well be efteem-
¢ ed an unhappinefs to the public, that he
¢ did not live to fnifh it.’

How much Mr. Stennct’s abilities were
efteemed by the learned, may be made
appear in many inftances. The reverend
Dr. Wall himfelf, aftzr {ome converfation
with him; in a letter he wrote to him, ex-
prefles himfelf thus, ¢ Upon reading over Ib. p. 23,
¢ the fheets, I could wifh, 1 had revifed
¢ another place or two where I mention
¢ you. I would, how much foever we

C 2 ¢ differ

L]
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¢ differ, have exprefled fomething more
¢ of refpect.’

THE repeated fuccefles, with which it
pleafed God, to blefs the arms of her ma-
jefty, and her allies, under the conduct
and command of the duke of Marlborough ;
in which he performed fuch great and glo-
rious fervices, for the nation and its allies,
and defervedly attained to that high pitch
of honour and rank, as was the admira-
tion of the whole world, was particularly
taken notice of by the houfe of Commons ;
they voted, That the thanks of this houfe
be given to his grace the duke of Marlbo-
rough, for his eminent fervices to her
majefty and this kingdom, in the great
and glorious victories and fuccefles, ob-
tained over the common enemy in the
laft campaign. The houfe of Commons pre-
fented their addrefs to her majefty, as did
the koufe of Lords another, doing the fame
honour to the duke. And the Lord Keeper,
William Cowper, Efq; made a {peech to
him in the houfe of Peers; which be-
ing fhort, I fhall venture to infert it, tho’
it may be deemed not pertinent to my
hiftory.

< My lord duke of Marlborough,

‘ I AM commanded by this houfe, to give
¢ & your Grace their acknowledgments
¢ and thanks, for the eminent fervices you
¢ have done fince the laft feffions of par-

¢ liament,
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liament, to her majefty, and your coun-
try, together with their confederates, in
this juft and neceflury war.
¢ THo’ your former fuccefles againft the
power of France, vhile it remained un-
broken, gave moit reafonatle expecta-
tion, that you would not fail to improve
them ; yet what your Grace has per-
formed this laft campaign; has far ex-
ceeded all hopes, cven of fuch, as were
moft affectionate and partial to their
country’s intereft, and your glory. The
advantages you have gained againft the
enemy are of fuch a nature, fo confpicu-
ous of themfelves ; fo undoubtedly owe-
ing to your courage and conduct ; fo fen-
fibly and univerfally beneficial, in their
confequences, to the whole confederacy,
that to attempt to adorn them, with the
colouring of words, would be vain and
inexcufable ; and therefore I decline it,
the rather, becaufc I {hould certainly of-
fend that great modefty, which alone
can, and does add luftre to your actions;
and which, in your Grace’s example, has
fuccefsfully withftood as great trials, as
that virtue has met with in any inftance
whatfoever. And I beg leave to fay,
that if any thing could move your Grace
to reflect with much fa:isfaction on your
own merit, it would be this; that fo
auguft an Affembly does, with one voice,
praife and thank you. Anhonour, which
C3 ‘a
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¢ ajudgment, {o fure as that of your Grace’s,
¢ to think rightly of every thing, cannot
¢ but prefer to the oftentation of a publick
¢ triumph.’

THE houfe of Lords prefented an addrefs
to the Queen in favour of the duke of
Marlbarough. And a bill from the Lords,
intitled, Az act for the fettling the bonours
and dignities of John duke of Marlborough,
upon his pofterity, and annexing the honour,
and manour of Woodtock, and houfe of
Blenheim, to go along with the honours,
was read three times by the boufe of Com-
mons, and pafled, nemine contradicente ;
and the next day it had the royal affent.

OTHER addrefles were prefented to the
Queen on the like occafion. I fhall only
mention taat of the Diffeiters, irn which
the Baprijis are included. For in tire be-
ginning of the reign of the Queen, at
whofe acceflion to the throne the ilzjfen-
zers united in their addreffes to the court.
They had formed themielves into a com-
mittee of the three denominations, to con-
fult of public affairs for the good of the
whole. It confifted of four minifters of
the Prefbyterian perfuafion, three of the
Independents,and three of the Baptifts, who
were all chofen by thofe of their own de-
nominaticn, _

THE addrefs was drawn up by Mr. Sten-
net, and prefented to the Queen at #ind-

Jor,
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Jor, June 17, by the reverend Mr. Fobn
Spademani introduced by the Lord trea-
furer Godolphin. It had the honour to be
highly commended by the Lord chancellor
Cowper, and was as followeth.

¢ To the Queen’s moft excellent Majefty,

¢ The bumble Addref; of the Proteftant di/-
¢ fenting minifters, of the feveral deno-
¢ minations, in and about the cities of
¢ London end Weftminfter.

¢ May it pleafe your Majefty,

HE late furprizing progrefs of your
Majefty’s forces, and thofe of your
Allies in Flanders, under the command
of the moft illuftrious prince, the duke
of Marlborough ; and of thofe in Spain,
commanded by the noble earls of Peter-
borough and Gallway, happily fupported
by your royal navy, under the conduct
of your prudent and valiant admirals,
engages us humbly to congratulate your
Majetty, on {o glorious an occafion. The
fignal anfwer it has pleafed God to return
to thofe devout prayers, which your
Majefty and your People, by your dire-
¢tion, addrefled to heaven, infpires us
with a joy, equal to the mortification it
gives your enemies. And while your
Majefty afcribes your many victories to
the arm of the Almighty, and repeats
your royal commands to your People, to
Cy4 ¢ offer
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¢ offer him folemn thank{givings ; we can-
¢ not but look on your Majefty’s piety as
¢ an hopeful pledge of the like future
¢ fuccefs.

¢ As the important confequences of your
¢ Majefty’s triumphs make a daily accef-
¢ fion to your glory, fo they give us an
¢ agreeable profpect, of the fpeedy redu~
¢ ction of the power of France to its juft
¢ limits, the reftitution of liberty and peace
¢ to Europe, the effeCtual relief of the re-
¢ formed churches abroad, and the fecuri-
¢ ty of that provifion the law has made for
“ a Proteflant fucceffion to the crown of
¢ this kingdom.

¢ WEe gratefully acknowledge the fhare
¢ we have in the bleflings of your Maje-
¢ fty’s aulpicious reign, whica preferves to
¢ us hoth our civil and relig:ous liberties ;
¢ and take this occafion to renew to your
¢ Majefly, the aflurance of our inviolble
¢ fidelity ; to which not only our intereit
¢ and inclination, but the facred ties of
¢ gratitude and confcience oblige us.  And
¢ we fhall ufe our utmoft endeavours, in
¢ our feveral ftations, to promote that u-
¢ nion and moderation among your Prote-
¢ flant {ubjects, {o often rccommended by
¢ your Majefly, as highly neceflary to the
¢ common fafety.

¢ May the divine Providence, that has
¢ made your Maje{ly, not only head of the
¢ Proteflapt wtereft, but chiefin the con-

¢ federacy,
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federacy, for the glorious caufe of com-
mon Liberty, give your Majefty the fa-
tisfaction of feeing both more firmly
eftablifhed than ever, by the influence of
your councils, and fuccefs of your arms.
May your Majefty’s exemplary piety,
zeal for the reformation of manners, and
parental care of all your People, even
thofe of the remoteft colonies, be emi-
nently rewarded by the great God, with
the conftant profperity of your govern-
ment,  May your reign be honoured
with an happy union of your two King-
coms of Great Britain. May your royal
Coafort the prince enjoy a confirmed
health., May your Majefty continue to
rule in the hearts of your People, and be
late advanced to a throne of Glory in
the kingdom of heaven. So pray
 Your Majefly's moft loyal, moft
¢ obedient fubjels and fervants.”

[ 4

. ~ ~ ~ L) "~ LN
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‘THE enemies of Religion and Liberty be- Anno
ginning now to {hew their heads, and fuch a *7°%
furprizing change in the affairs of ftate ob-
tained in their favour,gave life tothe cxpiring
power of the French monarch, and eclipfed
theglory of her Majefty’sreign,which had hi-
therto been crowned with laurelsof viGory, fo
asto fill her friendswith wonder,and herene-
mies with fear. I fhall, from Mr. Lediard’s
Hiitory of thelife of the dukeof Marlborough,
and others, colle¢t fome paflages refpe@-

mng
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ing the ftate, during the remainder of this
reign; which having a tendency, and were
defigned to fubvert our religious and civil
liberties, I prefume may not be an unplea-
fing digreflion to thofe, who are zealoufly
affected with our happy conftitution, which
took place at the end of this reign, not-
withftanding the attempts of thofe who
endeavoured to fubvert it, by procuring
the remove of the patrons of liberty, thofe
noble Englifh Patriots, I had almoft faid
Baptifts; inafmuch as our Lord himfelf
faid, He that is not againft us is on our
part; or according to another evangelift,
25 for us.
¢ Tue dutchefs of Marlborough, fays
¢ Mr. Lediard, who hitherto had almoft
¢ engrofled the Queen’s favour, began now
¢ very much to decline in her Majefty’s
¢ efteem, and in the credit the had for-
¢ merly had. Her Grace had introduced
¢ one Mrs. Mafbam into the Queen’s fer-
¢ vice; and this lady had found means to
¢ infinuate herfelf fo far into the Queen’s
¢ good graces, that fhe began to eclipfe
¢ the dutchefs, and to become almoft her
¢ Majefty’s only favourite. Mr. Harley,
¢ afterwards earl of Oxford, then fecreta-
¢ ry of ftate, and at the head of the party
¢ which oppofed the duke and his adhe-
¢ rents, and was endeavouring to fupplant
¢ them at court, began likewife to grow
¢ daily in the Queen’s favour, and to have
¢ great
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great influence over her meafures. Two

difcoveries were made at this time, un-
luckily for Mr. Harley, one was of a pri-
vate correfpondence carried on with
France by one Gregg, a clerk of the fe-
cretaries office, whom this gentleman
had not only entertained, but taken into
a particular confidence, who was here-
upon tried and executed for it; but it
did not appear that Mr. Harley was any
way privy to, or had given the leaft
countenance to this illicit correfpon-
dence. The other, That Valiere and
Bara, whom he had employed as his
fpies, to go oft over to Calais, under the
pretence of bringing him intelligence,
were informed againft as /pzes employed
by France, to get intelligence from Eng-
Jand. ‘They were often complained of
upon fufpicion, but were always protect-
ed by Mr. Harley; yet the prefump-
tions againft them were {o violent, that
they were at laft feized on, and brought
up prifoners for it. Thefe accidents
might make Mr. Harley more earneft to
bring about a change in the conduét of
affairs, in which he relied on the credit
of the new favourite,
¢ THE duke of Marlboroughand the lord
Treafurer having difcovered many of his
practices, laid them before the Queen.
She would believe nothing that was fug-
gefted to his prejudice ; nor would fhe
¢ enter

27
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enter into any examination of his ill con-
du&, but was uneafy when fhe heard it
fpoke of. So thefe lords wrote to the
Queen, that they could ferve her no
longer, if he was continued in that poft.
The Sunday following, when they were
fummoned to a cabinet council, they
both went to the Queen, and told her,
they muft quit her fervice, fince they faw
the was refolved not to part with Harley.
She feemed not much concerned at the
lord Godolphin’s offering to lay down, and
it was believed to be part of Mr. Harley’s
new {cheme to remove him. But fhe
was much touched with the duke of
Marlborough’s offering to quit, and ftu-
died with fome foft expreflions to. divert
him from that refolution. But he was
firm, and fhe did not yield to them; fo
they both went away. t the wonder of
the whole court. Immediately after, the
Queen went to the cabinet council, and
Mr. Harley opened fome matters rela-
ting to foreign affairs. The whole board
was very unealy. The duke of Somerfer
faid, he did not fee how they conld deli-
berate on fuch matters, fince the General
was not with them. He repeated this
with fome vehemence, whilft all the reft
looked fo cold and fullen, that the cabi-
net council was foon at an end; and the
Queen faw, that the reft of her mzmﬂers
and the chief officers, were refolved to
¢ with-



EncrLisH BapTisTs.

withdraw from her fervice, if fhe did
not recal the Two that had left it. It
was faid, that the would have put all to
the hazard, if Mr. Harley himfelf had
not apprehended his danger, and refolved
to lay down. The queen fent the next
day for the duke of Marlborough, and
after fome expoftulaticns, fhe told him,
Harley fhould immediaiely leave his
poft, which he did within zwo days.
But the Queen feemed to carry a deep
refentment of his, and the Lord Gods/-
phin’s behaviour on this occafion; and
tho’ they went on with their bufinefs,
they found they had not her confidence.
The dutchefs of Marlborough did for
fome weeks abftain from going to court ;
but afterwards that breach was made up
in appearance. Borh loufes of Pariia-
ment exprefled a great concern at this
rupture in the court, and apprehended
the ill effets it might have, The Com-
mons let the bill of fupply lye on the ta-
ble, tho’ it was ordered for that day;
and the Lords appointed a committee to
examine Gregg, and the other prifoners.
As Harley laid down, Harcourt then
Attorney general, Man/e/l the Comptro-
ler of the houfhold, and Sz. Fehn the Se-
cretary of war, wentand laid down with
him.
¢ A rFEw days after this breach happened
at court, the Nezioiz was alarmed by news
¢ from

29
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¢ from Holland, of a defign which the
¢ French no longer kept, or could keep a
¢ fecret, that they were fending the prince
¢ &f Wales to Scotland, with a fleet and an
¢ army to poflefs himfelf of that kingdom.
¢ He embarked when it was too late, and
¢ when all reafonable hopes of effecting
¢ any thing to the purpofe was loft ; in fo
¢ much, that it was next to a miracle that
¢ he, together with his little fleet, did not
¢ fall into the hands of the Englifh. Which
¢ gave occafion to a report, that Lewis
¢ XIV. would willingly have loft his fhips
¢ to have been rid at the fame time of his
¢ gueft. By the vigilance of the Queen
¢ and her minifters, this defign was de-
¢ feated.’

AT this critical jun¢ture of publick af-
fairs, when the Parliament was called in
1708. It was the opinion of many emi-
nent citizens, with the approbation of fe-
veral noble and zealous affertors of the
Englifb liberties, that a Paper of advice
prefented by the citizens of London to their
reprefentatives would be very feafonable.
Mr. Stennet’s pen was made choice of for
this purpofe, which he performed with a
{pirit fo becoming the perfons in whofc
name it was written ; and with fo decent a
regard to the characters of thofe gentlemen
to whom it was dire&ed, as render it wor-
thy of this Hiftory, tho’ for fome reafons
it was not prefented, The Pager is as fol-
lows. ¢ Gen-
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< Gentlemen,

AS you have the honour to be chofen
to reprefent this great city in the en-
fuing Parliament, {o it is hoped it will
not be difagreeable to you, to know the
fenfe of the generality of your eletors,
concerning the prefent pofture of public
affairs, and after what manner it is ex-
pected you will acquit your felves of the
truft repofed in you.
¢ *T'1s your fortune to be chofen at a
very critical junéture of time; and the
auguft Affembly, of which you are to be
a part, will, inall appearance, have be-
fore them fome of the moft important
affairs that ever were debated in Parlia-
ment ; on the prudent management of
which, under the divine providence, not
only the happinefs of this ¢7zy and nation,
but the welfare of the whole Proteffant
intereft, and the greateft part of Eurgpe
depends.
¢ Arv the world is convinced of the
truth of that which her Majefty has fo
juftly obferved ; that the late infolent at-
tempt of the prefender, muft needs have
been encouraged by fecret enemies of the
government here at home; and their
party appears too confiderable to be either
defpifed or neglected; which renders it
highly probable, that a Britifh pariia-
ment will think it neceffary to enquire in-
‘o
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to the hidden fprings of that wicked and
bloody defign; that by detecting the
treafon of our inteftine enemies, and by
bringing the chief of them to mﬁlce the
reft may not flatter them{elve\ that they
may commit the blackeft crimes with
1mpumty ; and that their confederates

~ abroad, by obferving the ftrength and

fteadinefs of the Britifb goverment, may

-~ be difcouraged from engaging in the like

prefumptuocus enterprizes for time to
come,

¢ We therefore rely on your integrity
and zeal, that when the p/oz, on which
the intended invafion was founded, comes
to be cxamined, you will contribute all
you can to the dxﬁ.ovetv ot that treache-
ry, and concur with thofe prudent mea-
fures, which the wildom of the nation
thall think fit to take, for the fecurity of
her Majetty’s perfon and government
from fuch horrid confpiracies for the fu-
ture. A f(eafonable and nice fcrutiny in-
to this dark affair, will probably bring to
light fome of the myfterious cauics of
thofe uncommon difficultics; under which
the government has fo much laboured ;
and may open a way to fome proper me-
thod for the revival and fecurity of trade ;
which is an article the reprefentatives of
this ¢z£y can never forget, without being
guilty of a negligence and fupinenefs not

to be forgiven.
¢ THERE=
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¢ THEREFORE Wwe cannot omit to
charge you, with the neceflary care of
making in Parliament a full and lively
reprefentation of the calamities we "have
long fuffered, fometimes for want of
convoys, and cruifers, fometimes by their
unaccountable delays, and the unfeafon-
able time of their failing, as well as by
the undue preffing of men out of our
merchant thips, by which our trade has
been almoft entirely ruined, and her Ma-
jefty’s revenue very much diminithed.
¢ WE moreover earneftly defire you
would embrace every occafion that may
offer in a parliamentary way, to confo-
lidate the happy union of England and
Scotland, and to render it as compleat as
I;-Jjoﬁible ; for you cannot be ignorant,
ow much the welfare of Great Britain,
and indeed of all Exrape, is concerned in
the keeping of that wumion inviolable ;
and how much the confirmation of it
will tend to mortify all thofe who with
ill to our happy conftitution.
¢ Anp how much foever peace is to be
defired, cfpecially after a long and ex-
penfive war; yet it is {o evident, that it
1s impofiible for the ballance of power in
Europe to be preferved, and the trade of
this nation to be retrieved, without re-
ducing the exorbitant power of France
to juft limits, and reftoring the crown of
Spain to the houle of Auftria; that we
D ¢ think
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think it much more eligible, to bear the
burthen of a juft and neceflary war, than
weakly to fall into the obvious fnare of
a difbonourable and defiruétive peace.
¢ WE hope therefore, you will do all
that becomes our reprefentatives to fup-
port the glorious caufe of Liberty, in
which her Majefty, and the Nation are
engaged, till Peace can be attained on
honourable and lafting terms, according
to the unanimous refolution of the late
Parliament.
¢ WE conclude in affuring you, that if
you are defirous to oblige us, you can
do it in nothing {o much, as in thewing
a forward zeal for the vindication of her
Majefty’s rightful and lawful Title to the
crown (a Title founded on the juft and
glorious principles of the late happy Re-
volution) and for the fecurity of the fic-
ceffion in the Proteflant line ; and in rea-
dily complying with all fuch meafures
as fhall be thought proper, to promote
union and moderation among Proteftants,
and to render them all as eafy to one
another, as ufeful to the community,
and as ferviceable to the government as
poffible. And all this we give you in
charge, as you will anfwer the neglect of
it to God, to your own Confciences, to
her Majefty, to the Nation in general,
and in particular, to the Cizy you repre-
fent.

¢ AND
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¢ Axp now, Gentlemen, we promife

¢ our felves, that your conftant attendance
¢ in your places, in the boufe of Comnons,
¢ your affiduous application to the public
¢ bufinefs, and your peculiar regard to all
¢ the important matters we have recoms-
¢ mended to you, will confirm us in the

¢ good opinion we have of your fidelity,
¢ and the other qualifications neceffary to
- the difcharge of fo great a truft, as that
¢ of our c7vz/ and re/;trzozzs Liberties 5 the
¢ prefervation and fecuuty of which we
¢ commit to your Care.’

(IS
(

In the year 1710, foon after the Par- Amo
lzament was prorogued, the Queen made a 7'

ftep which gave occafion for fevere refle-
Ctions; for without communicating the
matter to any of her minifters, fhe took
the Chamberlain’s white {taff from the earl
of Kent, whom in recompence fhe advan-
ced to be a duke, and gave it to the duke

of S/.»rew/bm Y. Thls occafioned, fays Mr. Lediard,

¢ Lediard, no {mall uxcafm(..o, it being
¢ from t‘lence concluded, that a total”®
¢ change of the miniftry “would quickly
¢ follow; and it was believed, there wasa
¢ fecret management between him and
¢ Mr. Harley with the new favourite.

¢ The Quecen’s inclination to the latter,

¢ and her alienation from the Dutche!s of
¢ Marlborough, began now to appear more

¢ and more, and broke out upon many,

D=2 ¢ tho’
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¢ tho’ trivial occafions. The dutchefs re-
¢ tired thereupon from the court, and was
¢ feen no more at it, in this reign.’

Tue duke of Shrewfbury gave the mini-
fters very pofitive affurances, that his prin-
ciples were the fame they had been during
the laft reign, and were in no refpe¢t al-
tered ; upon which he defired to enter in-
to conferences with them; but there was
now too much ground given for fufpicion.
For the fchemes digefted by the propofers,
and laid before the Queen, were commu-
nicated by her Majefty’s order to the duke,
who weighed them thoroughly; and his
approving them added great weight to
them, in the judgment of all thofe who
were let into the fecret ; but may be faid to
finith the Queen’s information, and fix her
refolutions ; for after her Majefty had been
told by the duke, that the ftheme of the
adminiftration was well laid, and was not
only practicable but neceffary, her Majefty
was determined at once, and never made
any farther hefitation.

On the 14th of Fune fhe difmiffed the
earl of Sunderiand from the office of fecre-
tary of State, without afligning any mal-
verfation on his part, and gave the {eals to
the lord Dartmouth. But becaufe no for-
mal negle@, or error in the difcharge of his
office could be objected againft him ; and
it might appear ungracious to difcHarge a
nobleman, of an unblemifthed character,

and
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and {o near a relation to the duke of Mar/-
borough, with feeming difpleafure, it was
thought fit to mitigate his difgrace by a
genﬁon. But when word was brought to

im that her Majefty, as a teftimony of
her royal favour, and of her being fully
fatisfied in his lordfhip’s fervices, defigned
to prefent him with 3000 /. per annum, to
be fettled upon him for life, to make up,
in fome meafure, the lofs of the office of
fecretary ; his lordfhip, with the genero-
{ity of an 0/d Roman, hardly to be parallel’d
in thefe corrupt times, anfwered, < He
“-was glad her Majefty was fatisfied he
¢ had done his duty; but if he could not
¢ have the honour to ferve his country, he
¢ would not plunder it.’

Tuis change began to caufe fome un-
eafinefs, both at home and abroad; but
her Majefty, to put a ftop to, or at leaft
to leflen it, told her fubjects here, parti-
cularly the Governor of the Bank; and
gave orders to her Minzfters abroad, to af-
fure her Allzes, that the would make no
other changes. So the matter has been
reprefented on one fide ; but on the other
it is faid, particularly with regard to the
Bant ; that Sir Gilbert Heathcote governor,
Nathaniel Gould, efquire, deputy-governor,
Francis Eyles, elq; and Sir William Scaven,
two of the directors, thought fit to make
their application to the duke of Newcaftle,
lord Privy feal; to whom having repre-

D3 : fented
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fented the dangers likely to attend the
change of the miniftry, his grace introduced
them to the Queen. Her Majefty having
given them a gracious hearing, was pleafed
to tell them, That fhe fome time before
refolved to remove the earl of Sunderland,
for particular reafons of ftate; but that
fhe had not yet determined to make
any other changes; and that whenever
the fhould, fhe would take care, that
the public credit might not be injured
thereby.

THe Emperor and the States General
were apprehenfive, that the duke of Mar/-
borough would either be removed, or fo
far difgufted, as to lay down his command,
which might bring a great prejudice to the
common caufe. Count Gallas the Impe-
rial minifter, and Monfieur de Uryberge,
the Dutch envoy, were directed in 2 moft
refpectful manner, to reprefent to the
Queen, what ill influence the changing of
the miniftry might have on affairs abroad.
In anfwer to their refpecive memorials,
the firft was told, he might affure the
Emperor, that whatever changes the Queen
defigned to make, fhe had refolved to
continue the duke of Marlborough in bis
employments, and defired that prince Eu-
gene, and the other Imperial generals and
plenipotentiaries, might act with him, with
the fame confidence as before.

‘THREE



EncgLisH BarTisTs. 29

THREE things of the greateft weight dzemoirs,
were at this time referred to the judgment P- 45-
of the duke of Shrewfbury.

1. WHETHER the public credit might
be maintained and fupported, tho’ the mi-
niftry were changed, and tho’ the lord
Treafurer and duke of Marlborough thould
lay down ?

2. WHETHER the fthemes propofed
might be purfued without diffolving the
Parliament ; and if not, whether the Par-
liament might be diflolved without danger
to the ftate, and a new one obtained, with
due difpofitions for the purpofes laid down ?

3. WHETHER a peace might be treated
of without danger to the government, and
with honour to her Majefty, and her Al-
lies; that the effufion of the blood of her
people, which was a particular grief to her
Majefty, might be ftopt; and that the
prodigious expences the kingdom was now
obliged to be at every year, might be
brought to an end ?

It is faid, the duke an{wered all thefe Lediard,
in the affirmative, and reafoned fo clearly ” "1,", }H‘
upon them to her Majefty, as gave her par-~
ticular fatisfaCtion. So that about two
months after the change of the fecretary of
State, the ‘Queen difmiffed the earl of
Godolphin from the poft of lord Treafurer,
and the next day put the Treafury in com-
miflion. Lord Powlet was the firft in
the commifiion; but Mr. Harley, who

D4 was
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was at the fame time appointed chancellor,
and under treafurer of the Exchequer, was
the perfon with whom the {fecret was
lodged. It was vifible that he was the
chief minifter ; and now it appeared, that
a total change of the Minifiry, and the dif-
folution of the Parliament were refol-
ved on,

In September the Queen came to coun-
cil, and called for a proclamaiion to dif-
folve the Parliament, which Sir “imon
Harcourt, made attorney general in the
room of Sir Fames Mountagne, who quit-
ted that poft, had prepared. When it
was read, the lord Chancellor offered to
fpeak ; but her Majefty rofe up, and would
admit of no debate; but ordered the writs
for a new Parfiament to be prepared.
About the fame time fhe difmiffed the
lord Somers, and in his room, made the
ear! of Rochefter, lord prefident of the
council. She fent to the duke of Devor-
Shire, for the lord Steward’s ftaff, and
gave it to the duke of Buckingham. Mr.
Boyle was difmiffed from being fecretary of
State, and Mr. Sz. Fobn, afterwards lord
Bolingbroke, had the feals. The earl of
Derby was removed from being chancellor
of the dutchy of Lancafter, and was fuc-
cceded by the lord Berkley. Upon all
thefe removes, the lord Chancellor came
and delivered up the great feal ; but the
Queen not looking for this, was furprized

at
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at it; and not knowing how to difpofe of
it, the, with an unufual earneftnefs, pref-
fed him to keep it one day longer ; and the
day following having confidered the mat-
ter with her favourites, Mrs, Mafbam and
Mr. Harley, fhe received it very readily.
At firft fhe delivered it to three lords com-
miffioners, viz. Sir Tho. Trevor, lord chief
Juftce of the Common Pleas, Robert
Tracy, elq; a Jadge in the fame court,
and Mr. Scroop, baron of the Exchequer
in Scotland ; but it was foon after given to
Sir Simon Harcourt. The earl of Wharton
delivered up his commiffion of lord Licu-
tenant of Ireland, and that was given to
the duke of Ormond.  And the earl of Or-
Jord, with fome of the Commiffioners of
the admiralty, withdrew from that board,
in whofe room others were put.

Tuz duke of Shrewfbury, who had very
much alienated the Queen’s mind from
the late miniftry, and had no fmall fhare
in their difgrace ; yet he was fo difpleafed
with the diffolution of the Parliament,
and the wew model of the miniftry, that
tho’ he continued fometime Mafter of the
horfe, he refufed to fit any more in coun-
cil, and complained openly of the artifices
which had been ufed, to make him in-
ftrumental to other people’s defigns. He Memoirs,.
was a perfon of no difpofition to puth ; he P53
would run no hazards for any party; and
declined all the great pofts which might

. em-
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embarrafs him too much, or.make him go
farther than he could retreat ; yet managed
himfelf with fo much addrefs, that he was
valued for his counfel by every fide ; tho’
at the fame time he would never embark
far in any thing he every advifed to; and
that if they came to any dificulties, there
he always left them to ftand or fall alone.
This love of his eafe, and this unaéive
temper, was what his friends complained
of him for, and what his enemies reproach-
ed him with.

Tue Queen havinz made an entire
change in her Miniftry, and a Parliament
procured ready to join with them in bring-
ing about their pre-conceived defigns, it
very much alarmed the whole nation.
They began with a charge againft the in-
vincible duke of Marlborough. Upon which
the Queen in council declared, ¢ That the
¢ being informed, that an information
¢ againft the duke of Marlborough was laid
¢ before the boufe of Commons, by the com-
¢ miffioners of the public accounts, fhe
¢ thought fit to difmifs him from all Lis
¢ employments, that the matter might take
¢ an- impartial examination.” Thus the
beft of fervants, and the only glory of
her reigh, was abandoned by his Miftrefs ;
but received the meflage with an heroic
refignation, without fhewing any diguft
or refentment, and wrote a dutiful anfwer
to her Majefty, which he fent by the

coun-
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countefs of Sunderland, one of his daugh-
ters. 'The charge of the boufe of Commons
againft the duke was, That he reccived a
premium of the contractors who fupplied
bread, and bread wagons, to the forces in
the Low countries, in the Queen of Great
Britain’s pay ; and that he alfo received a
-deduction of 2 2 per cent. from the foreign
troops in her Majefty’s pay.

A's heavy as this charge againft the duke
might at firft view appear, when replied
to.by him, he had fo much to fay to clear
himfelf of it, that he ftood entirely acquit-
ted, in the eye of much the greater and
wifer part of the nation; tho’ the doufe of
Commons {eemed to be of another opinion,
and contented themfelves with paffing fome
refolutions, and prefenting them to her
Majefty, not offering any impeachment,
or defiring the concurrence of the Lords,
well knowing, that their Lordthips had
greater refpe¢t for the duke’s perfon and
fervices, than they themfelves thought fit
to exprefs at that time,

THE great companion of the duke of
Marlborough's glory, prince Eugene of Sa-
vey, being now in England, when dining
with the lord Treafurer; his lordfhip, a-
mong other compliments, told his high-
nefs, that he looked upon that day, as the
happieft in the whole courfe of his life;
fince he had the honour to fee in his
heufe, the greateff Captain of this age.

To

43
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Lediard, To which the prince, fays Mr. Lediard,
Vol. 6m' threwdly and wittily replied, That if it was
P25 1o, be was obliged to bis lordfbip for it. Al-
luding to the earl’s being, as it was thought,

the author of the Duke’s difgrace, which

rid his highnefs of a competitor in military

glory. Of the prince’s high efteem of the

duke, we have an inftance from bithop
Ib.p.272. Burnet, who tells us, that in one of the
fcurrilous papers, wrote on defign to raife

the rabble againft the duke, one of the
perfons began thus, He was, perbaps, once
Jortunate, I took occafion, fays he, to let
prince Eugene {ee, the {pite of thefe wri-

ters, and mentioned this paffage; upon

which he made this pleafant reflection,

That it was the greateft commendation could

be given bim, fince be was ALWAYS sUC-
CEssFUL. So this implied, that in‘one

fingle inftance he might be forfunate ; but

that all his other fuccefles were owing to

his condu¢t. Upon that, adds the bifhop,

I faid, that fingle inftance muft be then,

his efcaping out of the hands of the party,

which took him, when he was falling

down the Maefe in a boat. ’

THo’ the duke had the misfortune to lie

under the cenfure of zhat boufe of Commons,

yet the brighteft pens came in, as volun-

tiers to his Grace’s defence. Among thefe,

Vol. 1Y {ays Mr. Lediard; The author of the hiftory
P- 274 of that Parliament, exprefles himfelf fo
nervoufly on this fubjet, that from him

1
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I have borrowed the following quota-
tion.
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¢ I NEVER met, fays he, with any fub-
je¢t in my life, in which I more paf-
fionately defired a full liberty of {fpeech ;
than in that of the queftioning the duke
of Marlborough’s conduét, with refpect
to the premium for the bread contradts,
and the dedution of 2 and 3 per cent. of
the pay to foreign troops, for fecret fer-
vices. I muft confefs, refle¢tions upon
refleGtions croud in upon my imagina-
tioh, and words ftruggle to break their
way ; but I muft check the impetuofity
of argument, and fubmit to the w/tima
ratio. 'The wretch, meaning the Exa-
miner, who has lately handled the mat-
ter, would make us believe, it was faid
even in Parliament, That his Grace’s
falary as general, plenipotentiary, mafter
of the ordinance, &¢. was more than
enough to fatisfy the moft craving appe-
tite. 'That the rewards he had received
from Parliament were of fuch a valuable
nature, as to be highly fuperior to his
merit, had his fervices beecn much great-
er than they were. 'That in thofe fervi-
ces, which were fo much talked of by
his advccates, he had done no more than
his duty, &e¢c. I can, fays he, read no
more of it. The Hiftories of the world,
from the Creation to the treaty of Utrecht,
have nothing like it. You may talk ﬁf
¢ the

45
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the calling the conqueror of Carthage to
account, for his delivering Rome from
flavery. 'The Romans could not ftand it.
Follow me, fays Scipio, to the capitol,
and let us thank the gods for the viGtory
that was on this day won of the Afrzcans.
The Senators crouded after the Congue-

- ror, and the accounts were forgot in a

minute, When his Grace had only the
glory of his youth to fupport him, and
the fervice of a few campaigns in France
and Flanders ; when he was reproached
by the enviers of that merit, to which
nothing but her Majefty’s royal bounty
could be fuperior ; that he was_fine clade
vicfer, when he had only taken Rure-
mond and Ve enlo; how was he loaded
with applaufe, and immediately fet above
the memory of King #z/liam, as the re-
triever of the honour of the nation! Who
were the men that were thus lavifh of
their praife? From what quarter did
thofe glorious votes come? Or, were
they intended rather, as an affront to
that glorious King’s meimery, than as a
compliment to the General, he had gi-
ven them. If he had then retrieved the
henour of England. Good God! What
did he do afterwards? What did he for
us on the banks of the Danube? At the
battles of Ramilies and Oudenarde? At
the dreadful fiege of that wealthy and

peautiful equivalent Lifle? What, in a
wcrd
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¢ word, were all lLis campaigns, but fo
¢ many trinmphs ? And where {hould we
¢ have found room for his trophies, had
< we not our felves put a ftop to his victo-
¢ ries? There is no need of any other re-
¢ membrances of thefe things, than the
¢ fpeeches and votes of Parliament, and
¢ the voluntary addrefles of the nation, with
< which the Gazerte’s were filled, for fe-
¢ veral years fucceflively. Hiftorians wiil
¢ always be fond of this part of the Eng/i/h
hiftory ; it thines {o bright, it wants no
ornament ; and it is not in the power of
¢ envy and ingratitude to tranfmit it to
¢ pofterity, in any other colours but what
¢ are dazling and amazing.’

It was no fmall mortification to his
Graces implacable enemies, who, after a
great deal of noife and clamour could not
fix any thing criminal upon h1rn for fe-
veral foreiﬁn princes, who had troops in
her Mupf’tys pay, ordered their minifters
to reprefent, tmt the 2 and 2 per cent. de-
ducted from their troops, in her Majefty’s
pay, was their own money ; and that they
were willing to allow it, as a free gift to
the duke of Ormond (who was declared
veneral, and had the firt regiment of the
guards in his Grace’s ro')m) as they had
done before to the duke of Marlborough.

Tue duke of Marlborough now met
with another fenfible affliction, wviz. the

lofs of the earl of Godolphin, who died of

the
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the ftone. ¢ He was, fays a late hifto-
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rian *, the man of the cleaneft head; the
calmeft temper, and the moft incor-
rupt of all the minifters of ftate, I have
ever known. After having been #hirty
years in the Treafury, and during nine
of thofe lord T'reafurer ; as he was never
once fufpected of corruption, or of fuf-
fering his fervants to grow rich under
him ; fo in all that time, his eftate was
not encreafed by him to the value of
four thoufand pounds. He ferved the
Queen with fuch a particular affection
and zeal, that he ftudied to poflefs all
people with great perfonal efteem for
her. And fhe her fcIf feemed to be
fenfible of this for many years; that if
courts were not different from all other
places in the world, it might have been
thought, that his wife management at
home, and the duke of Marlborough’s
glorious conduct abroad, would have fixed
them in their pofts, above the little pra-
Ctices of an artful favourite.’

THE prevailing party and their emiffa~

ries, ufed fo many arts to render his Grace
obnoxious, and to involve him in any
thing, that looked like a defign againit
the government, made it neceffary for his
Grace to leave the kingdom ; and accord-
ingly, he demanded a pafs, which was

® Lediard, 70l IIL. p. 293,
readily
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readily granted, and accompanied with a
letter from the Queen, to teftify how well
pleafed fhe fhould be with the honourable
reception his Grace every where met with,
The duke having fettled his affairs, em-
barked at Dover, in the North Britain
packet boat, and came next morning be-
fore the harbour of Offend. The ¢aptain
hoifted the enfign at the topmaft head.
The town took this as as fignal of his
Grace’s being on board, and made a falute
of all the cannon toward the fea; and
on the packet boat’s entring the harbour ;
of three rounds of all the artillery on the
ramparts. On his Grace’s landing he was
received by general Cadogan and brigadier
de Caris, governor of the place, and con-
ducted by a vaft concourle of people to
captain Brown’s, where he dined. He
fupped with the governor, lay that night
at the Burgomafter’s, and the next day,
Dec. 13. his Grace fet out for Antwerp,
being faluted by another triple difcharge of
the cannon ; and by the Yasch#s and other
Englifb fhips.

AT his Grace’s entring into Antwerp he
was met without the gates by the marquis
de Terrecena, governor of the citadel,
whom he had before honoured with his
friendfhip; and who, in the Emperor his
mafter’s name, made him an offer of all
the ceremonies ufually paid to their fove-

reign princes. But his Grace defired to
E be
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be excufed; and would have went zncognito
to the houfe provided for his lodgings,
which, however, was not permitted; fo
that he was introduced as before, with the
noife of cannon, and the acclamations of
the peoples who could not fee the perfon
that had fo lately delivered them from the
French yoke, without giving public tefti-

sonies of their thankful acknowledg-
ments.

From hence, after he had, with great
difficulty, been prevailed with to be pre-
fent at a collation prepared for him by the
marquis; his Grace, with his retinue,
made the beft of his way towards Mae-
Slrecht 5 and without entring into the towns
that had made preparations for his recep-
tion, travelled the moft private roads he
could poffibly make. Notwithftanding
which, the country was alarmed at his
prefence in thofe parts, and every place
through which he paffed, was filled with
{peQtators, having notice of his coming
from the parties of horfe, that by order of
the governor of Maefirecht, were laid on
the road between utwerp and that town,
to efcort his Grace.

On his arrival at Anfwerp, he again
found himfelf under a neceflity of com-.
plying with the difpofitions that were made
to compliment him, in refpeét to the States
General, who had fent particular orders for
it, to thew the great value they had for his

perfon
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perfon and fervices. The garrifon was
drawn up about noon under arms, in two
ranks, from the Bruffel’s gate to the go-
vernor’s houfe, and about feven in the
evening the Duke arrived, under a triple
difcharge of the cannon from the bulwarks,
and all other honours that were paid him
in other places. He was accompanied by
general Dogff, who waited upon his Grace
without the town ; as alfo, by licutenant
general Cadogan, afterwards earl Cadogan,
who chofe rather, to his honour it muik
be faid, to attend on his old general, than
to enjoy his places and employments under
the new miniftry. Who, for this refpect,
(to their fhame be it recorded) thewed
unto Lis Grace, divefted him of them.
When the Duke alighted ot the gevernor’s
houfe, a great gnard was immediately pla-
ced, under a captain, a lieutenant, and
an enfign ; and the next morning his Grace
was complimented by the magiftrates, in a
full body, and with as great tokens. of re-
fpeé, as if he had fiill retained the com~
mand of the confederate army. Nor was
lefs obfervance fhewn him at his departure,
for there was the fame difcharge of all the
artillery of the place, and the fame difpo-
fition of the foldiery for his Grace’s pafiage
through the garrifon, as was made before;
and the two generals Dogff and Cadogan,
gave their attendance on him, till he was
out of the territorics of the States General.
E 2 In
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In his journey to Aix la Chappelle, where
he intended to take up his refidence for
fome time, till fuitable provifions were
made in the heart of Germany for his abode.
The peafants, and others, flocked together
to fec the Preferver of the Empire ; and
even the people of different nations (for all
forts are on the borders of Germany)
agreed, in beftowing their bleflings on the
Hero, and their execrations on his enemies.
They were full of aftonithment, at the
fight of him, and faid, his looks, his air,
and his addrefs, were full as conquering as
his fword. Some of them could not, with
all their ftriving, refrain from tears ; others
avowed, that they came with common cu-
riofity, and thougkt of nothing elfe; but
when they faw the man, who had filled
the world with the fame of his great ats,
dining with few attendants, in a poor ob-
fcure village, and heard how wungrateful
he had been ufed in his native country,
they were fo loft, that they thought they
fhould fink into the earth. Nay, even a
Frenchiman himfelf, could not forbear fay-
ing; that tho’ the fight was worth a mz/-
lion to his king; yet, he believed, he
would not, at fuch a price, have loft the
fervice of fo brave a man, at fuch a time.
In fine, all fexes, and ages, both adored,
and bewailed him ; whilft the Duke him-
felf thewed the greatnefs of his fufferings
was only to be furmounted by the greatnef;

o
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-of his mind, and went through the town
of Aix la Chappelle to the houfe prepared
for his reception, in fuch a manner as if
he bore at heart the preflures of other
people’s misfortunes, not the remembrance
of his own. The next day his Jevee was
crouded by all perfons of rank and diftin-
&ion in the town, who, tho’ of different
interefts and nations, were unanimous in
their refpets to his great merit. In parti-
cular, the marquis of Lefdifguieres, a
Frenchman, {peaking of him, at his re-
turn to the abbot de Guliftre, faid, He
could now fay, that he had feen the man
who was equal to the marfhal de Turrenne
in condué, to the prince of Conde in cou-
rage, and fuperior to the marthal de Lux-
ermburg in luccefs.

His Grace having received all imagin-
able refpect, was induced to ftay at Aix la
Chappelle longer than he intended ; and the
dutchefs of Marlborough having landed at
Oftend in Feb. 1713, the Duke met her
Grace at Maeftrecht, from whence he re-
turned again to Asx Ja Chappelle. 'They
made but a fhort ftay at that town, for all
things being ready for their journey, they
vifited their principality of Mindelbeim,
and feveral towns in Germany; being re-
ceived in all places with the greateft ho-
nours ; particularly at Frankfort, where
the Duke had frequent interviews with

E o3 prince

un
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prince Eugene, and received the compli-
ments of feveral other princes.
I couLp not pafs this part of our Eng=
/b hiftory, tho’ it may be deemed by
ome not pertinent to the hiftory I am
writing,  But as his Grace was fuch an
eminent patron, and zealous aflerter, both
of cuir civil and religious Liberties fo when
a fubverfion of both was intended, tho’ no
crime could be juftly laid to his charge,
yet it was deemed neceflary to remove him
out of the way ; and becaufe they could
not become mafters of his life, they readi-
ly complied with his voh.ntcuy exile. But
it muft confequently be a very great morti-
fication, and very much difturb and dif-
courage that zew minifiry, to fee fo much
pubuc refpect juftly put upon the very per-
fon, whom for no other reafon, but be-
caufe he was loyal to his Miftrefs, and #rue
to his Country, they had ufed fo ill,
Soon after this*, a private gentleman
from I'rance was entertained here by fome
lords in conference, upon the fubject of

peace, for fome months before it was pub-

lickly known; by what degrees an open
face of a treaty was carried on afterwards in
London, is not a fecret now to the world.
This was the famous Monfieur Mefiager,
the fame formerly employed in Holland,

& Memcirs of the life of the duke of Shrewbury, p. 76.

who
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who the king of France found {o able in
the fecret negotiation for the bringing a
treaty on foot ; that however his quality,
was at firft not thought equal to the
charge, yet his capacities being found fu-
perior to his birth, the king, who wasa
very good judge, foon honoured him equal
to his ftation of a plenzpotentiary, and then
named him to go to Usrechs, there to fi-
nifh the great work which he had fo dex-
teroufly laid the foundation of, and which

he had gone through with great difficulty.
Tue King of France {ent over hither
the duke de Aumont his embaflador extra-
ordinary, to make the Queen the ufual
compliment on fuch an occafion ; the per-
fon of this embaffador was fingled out, as
one who fhould be fuppofed to be rather a
man of pleafure, than a man of bufinefs,
and a.man wholly addi¢ted to gallantry
and magnificence; and therefore when he
appeared here, it was with the utmoft
galety and fplendor. He refided at Somer-
fet-Houfe, where he kept aflemblies for
play every night, and a public mafquerade
every Thurfday, where the company were
entertained with the utmoft appearance of
mirth and gallantry, and not the leaft of-
fer or appearance of bufinefs, or of any
defign that way. It is faid, there was a
certain private room, the entrance of which
was through one of the withdrawing
rooms, and into which fuch perfons as
E 4 were
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wcre in the fecret made their retreat, as if
it had been only for refrethment ; but that
having a clue for admittance, they were
prefently in the room, where, without the
ceremony of undreﬁin but even in the
habits of the dwerufement they fell to
the bufinefs before them ; and that here
were fome private agents from the court of
St. Germains; and the meafures were
entred into here to bring a powerful army
into the field, in order to aflert the intereft
of the prete;zder, and place him upon the
throne. Nay, fomec of the conferences
held here, arc faid to have gone fo far, as
to concert meafures to prevent the houfe of
Hanover fetiing foot here in cafe of the
death of the Queen; that the defign was
to have been firft of all concerted ' {o, that
an army fhould be ready, not only in
France, to be fent over to affift in {uch an
enterprize, but that a great fum of money
thould be depofited, ready to carry on a
powerful armament in the prefender’s fa-
vour, on fuch an emergence. That a
commiffion of 7egency fhould be fealed to
a certain pumber of lords, empowering
them to adt, and proclaim the pretender
king, and the like, after the manner of
the act of fettlement. Thefe things being
found impracticable, none daring to ven-
ture to be named in fuch a commiffion,

this {cheme was rejected, and another eve-

ry jot as chimerical was propofed, viz.
That
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That 2 motion fhould be made to per-
fuade the Queen to refign the crown to
him during her life.

Or this propofal monfieur Mefnager
fays, it was {o ridiculous, that he refufed
to charge himfelf with the negotiation of
it. It was faid, that the duke of Shrew/-
bury was moved by the abbot Gualtier to
mention fuch a thing to her Majefty ; but
the duke was too penetrating, and cautious
to be drawn into fuch a fnmare, The ac-
count Monfieur Mefiager himfelf gives of
this part is very entertaining, He fays, € The
¢ abbot, as I was informed, had perfuaded
¢ himfelf to believe, that if he could get
¢ admittance to a private conference with
¢ the Queen : I fay, he fancied, if he had
¢ but even liberty of {peaking his mind to
¢ her Majefty, tho’ there were others pre-
¢ fent, he thould be able to give her fuch
¢ an account of the dying expreffions of
¢ her father, the late king of England,
¢ fuch teftimonies of the prefent King
¢ Yames being really his fon, and of his
¢ protefting his fatisfaction of his being
¢ born of the Queen’s body, that he was
¢ fatisfied would touch the Queen in fo
¢ fenfible a manner, as that her Majefty
¢ would be lefs able to refift the arguments
¢ he would bring afterwards to prove, that
¢ fhe could never enjoy the kingdom of
¢ heaven, without fhe delivered up the
¢ crown to him, whofe rightitis. How-

¢ ever,
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ever, as the abbot Gualtier was charged
with other negotiations than this, when
he was in England, he had room, I fup-
pofe, to fatisfy himfelf that the method
propofed, if he did propofe it, was im-
practicable enough. I have heard, in-
deed, that he did make the attempt;
but that there was not a man amongft
the perfons of public bufinefs, who he
had converfed with, that would bear fo
much as to ftay in the room with him,

while he talked of it; much lefs under-
take to give him an opportunity to move
it to the Queen; nor indeed could he
expect they fhould. But thus it often
is, when our eccleflafticks turn politi-
cians.’

¢ BerorE I went, adds he, the King
fent for me, and receiving me with an
uncommon c‘learfulnefs Me efinager, fays
his Majefty, I am putting the greateft
piece of confidence in you, that is pof-
fible for any man to be trufted with, and
you carry the fortune of France in your
hand. If you manage this point well,

you ferve me, and fave your country.

I need give you no other inftructions,

than you have already, except in two
things. Firft, as to the fecret demands

¢ of affiftance, in cafe the Queen fhould

L)

"

be -infulted by her own fubjelts, affure
her Majefty, all the forces of France

¢ fhall be at her fervice in fuch a cafe.

¢ And
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¥ And, if it may be to render her fervice,
¢ I'll come in perfon, as old as I am,
¢ with a bundred thoufand men to {upport
her. I charge you tell her thefe very
words. The other thing, continued his
Majefty, relates to the young king here.
It will be acceptable to me, if you can
render him any fervice; and efpecially,
if you can bring the new minifiry, and
the Queen, into his intereft, and make
way for his being placed on the throne,
after the Queen ; but remember, if the
main affair of the treaty requires it; and
the Queen infifts upon it, you muft give
him up ta his better fortunes, we muft
not be ruined on his account ; n entfen-
dez wous 2 fays the king twice together ;
¢ do you underftand me? I bowed, and
told his majefty, I perfectly underftood
¢ his mind, and thought alfo, that I faw
his intereft in that particular, and would

¢ make both the rule of my condu&.’
TuE Queen appointed duke Hamilton
to go her ambaffador extraordinary to the
court of France, in return to the compli-
ment of congratulation fent hither by the
duke de Aumont. Thefe two ambafladors
were equally reputed men of gallantry
and maghnificence, who did not much at-
tach their heads to the fatigue of bufinefs,
and yet were capable enough to carry on
any fecret commiffion they might be en-
trufted with, It was well known, that
duke

<
<
<
<
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duke Hamilton was intirely in the zntereff
of the pretender, and had been frequent in
fome confultations, tho’ not at Somerfe-
boufe, during the time the affairs of that
party were in their beft profpects ; and the
principal agents on that fide promifed
themfelves great things from the duke’s
negotiations when he fhould come to the
court of France. It was faid he had in-
ftructions, and a particular commiffion,
for entring into a private treaty with the
king of France, for carrying on the infe-
reft of the pretender, and deftroying the
whole fettlement of the fuccefion in Eng-
fexd.  But the duke being killed in a duel
with the lord Mobun, this embafly was
never entred upon; and as there hath not
been any footfteps of the fa&t yet proved,
it muft remain only as a. meer report,
crounded on the duke’s being known to be
in that intereft.

HowevERr, be that as it will, it is cer-
tain, the court of France appeared to be
very much difappointed by his death, as if
fome meafures which they had a more than
ordinary dependance upon were entirely
broken. And the pretender’s party here
appeared inconfolable upon the news, and
afterwards perfectly difconcerted ; their
meafures being all broken, when the
Queen named the duke of Shrewfbury for
the honour of that employment; who,
when he was in France, would not enter

nto
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into any ferious difcourfe, much lefs into
any confidence with the French court, up-
on the heads abovementioned ; not that he
had any particular averfion to the intereft,
but his unthaken refolution of entring into
no dangers, and of running no hazards, for
any party whatfoever. This indifference
made a certain minifter in France write to
a friend in the Eugli/b court, to know
what amphibious creature, as he called the
duke, her Majefty had fent them, of
whom, my lord, fays he, I have only this
to fay, That he is, indeed, neither for us,
or againft us; but, in fhort, is good for
nothing,

Ass this was an embafiy rather of com-
pliment than of bufinefs, this referve which
the duke of Shrewfbury nfed, was no way
prejudicial to the errand he went about ; 1t
was only a difappoinment to the friends of
the pretender, both in Britain and inFrance,
who were in great expeCtations of fome-
thing extraordinary at this time.

WHaEN the duke came home he found
the zew minifiry all to pieces, breaking
with one another for meer trifles, and car-
rying on thofe breaches to fuch heighths,
with fuch animofities, and fo irreconcile-
able in their temper one to another, that it
was eafy to fee, they would in the end be
entirely fubdued ; having left the duke be-
hind them, out of breath in his politicks,
and not able to hold pace with them.

Nay,
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Nay, not Mr. Harley himfelf, then raifed
to the ‘dignity of a peer, havmg the ftar
and garter, and other accumulated favours
heaped upon him; yet he could neither
check their cdreer, or keep pace with
them, in their wild excurfions from their

own fchemes; but was at length oblig’d to
leave them alfo.

DuRriNG the negotiations of the peace,
the managers began to feparate in their
views, and to counteract one another, re-
proaching one another with ill conduét,
almoft indeed as warmly as their enemies ;
which at length grew np to an entire want
of confidence in one another, and from
thence in {ecret fteps, for the fupplantmo
one another in the Queen’s favour, a
thing, which as it was fatal to thernfelves,
fo it was diftracting to the Queen, and as
far as fuch thmcs can be inftrumental to
fate, they had their fhare in the fudden
ficknefs and death of the Queen, and from
hence they may be juftly ftiled Queen Z:l/-
ers, tho’ the event was as unexpeéted by
any of them, as fatal to all of them. For
the animofitics between thele new mana-
gers focn grew up to {uch a height, as to
exceed thole formerly between them and
the old ones ; and the lord ‘Treafurer was as
incompatible in all his meafures, with the
lord Chancellor, and the vifcount Boling-
broks, as ever mcv were with the lord
Treafurer Gedoiphin and the duke of Mar/-

borough.
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borough. And fome of them, who had a
more open hand in the particular negoti-
ations than the other, appeared in the end
lefs able to ftand the #¢ff of Parliament,
and therefore fought their fafety in a vo-
luntary flight to the court pf S¢. Germains,
where I fhall leave them. The moft re-
markable tranfactions of this zew miniftry
and parliament, were the Treezz‘y of peace
concluded at Utrecht ; the Bill to prevent
occafional conformity ; and that, to prevent
the growth of [chifin.

Many addreffes waited on her Majefty,
with congratulations on the peace conclud-
ed with France; and great endeavours
were ufed to engage the Diffenters to com-
pliment the Queen, and her minifters, up-
on this occation. But when they could
not in their united circumftances be pre-
vailed on, it was thought proper to try, if
any of the denominations fingly could be
brought info thole meafures. Two noble
lords were employed to try what could be
done with the Baprifls; and accordingly
Mr. Fofeph Stennet* was fent for, on a
prefumption, that if they gained him, a
confiderable ftep would be made towards
effeCting the defign. Some things were
infinuated to him, to create a difidence
between the Baptifls, and the other bodies
of Diffenters; and he was aflured at the

* Stennct's Life, p. 31,

fame



64

Anno
1714,

The HisTory of the

fame time, that fuch an acceptable com-
pliance as this, with the expeations of
the court from him and his brethren,
would bring them Aighly inro the royal e-
fteem, and fecure them any favour they
could reafonably expe&. But he affured
their lordfhips, that neither himfelf, nor
his brethren, would ever be brought to
juftify with their hands, what their hearts
difapproved ; and that no particular advan-
tages to themfelves, could ever counter-
ballance their regards to their country.

Now the enemies of liherty began to ex-
ert themfelves, and had fo far engaged
the Queen in their meafures, and brought
us into {o bad a condition, that a great
prelate compared it with the miferable cir-
cumftances we were in before that bappy
Revolution in 1688.

¢ IT may not be an improper attempt,
¢ fays he *, to try once more to awaken
a nation, that has perhaps forgot paft dan-
gers,and yet may be nearer them thanever.
If there is any difference, between the
prefent ftate of things, and that we were
¢ in about thirty years ago ; it is, that we
¢ are now more naked, and defenceleis,
¢ more infenfible and ftupid, and much
¢ more depraved, in all refpects than we
¢ were then., Many are barefacedly go-
¢ ing back to that mifery, from which

(o] ~ ~ ~

* PBurmet's Introd. Vol. I1I. p. 8.
< Gad
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¢ God with fuch a mighty hand refcued

¢ us, and has bhitherto preferved us, with

¢ an.amazing chain of happy providences.’
Many, who refufed to take the oaths

of Allegiance to the late King William,

and wére therefore fufpected of favourmg

the intereft of the pretender, were advan-

ced to places of great honour and truft.

The dottrine of an zndefeafible and hered:-

tary right was publicly vindicated, both in

addrefles to her Majefty, -and books difper-

fed among the pcople. And the alliance

made to fecure the Protefiant  fuccelfion,

was in the greateft danver of bemg bro-

ken. Forin the conference at the Hague,

whicix the earl of Strgfford liad the 16th

of May, with the deputies of the States,

concerning their negotiation with the Em-

peror about the Spanifb Neiberiands, his

excellency intimated *, That the Qgen

judged, that the States ought not to treat i Yuees

of that affair without her concurrence, threatens

confidering the engagements, into which :;fé;}tes

their ]—Imb Mgbfzm’/ﬂs entred with her | by land,

the trcaty of Barrier, by which the States

are madé Guarantees of the Prot ﬂm fite-

ceffionr, and that her Majefty would look

upon herfelf to be free from thofe en-

gagements, if the commonwealth fhould

proceed in that negotiation {eparately.

* Daily Courant, Fum 14. 1714,
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now revived. For, fays bithop Burnet *,
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But what can be faid of thofe, who are
already going into fome of the worft parts
of popery? It is well known, that in
practice, the neceflity of auricular con-
feflion, and the prieftly abfolution, with
the conceit of the facrifice of the mafs,
are the moft gainful parts of popery, and
are, indeed, thofe that do moft effetu-
ally fubdue the world to it. The inde-
pendence of the church on the ftate,
1s alfo fo contended for, as if it were on
defign to difgrace our reformation. The
indifpenfable neceffity of the priefthood
to all facred fun&ions, is carried in the
point of baptifin further than popery;
their devotions are openly recommended,
and a union with the Gallican church has
been impudently propofed.”

THE better to carry on thefe defigns,

the {pirit of envy and perfecution was re-
vived amongft the people, and thofe en-
croachments that were made on the aét of
Toleration, caufed fome to fear, and others
to hope, that in a little time it would be
wholly taken away.

[4
[4
(4

¢ *T1s true, fays bithop Burnet 4, ma-
ny of us oppofed the occafional bill, from
which fuch great things were expected.
We thought there were ill defigns under

* Introdu&. ol. IIIL. p. 22,
+ Paftoral Care, Preface.

it
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® it; we thought it ill timed ; we looked
* on it as tending to a breach of the Tole-
¢ ration.

SIR Richard Steele, in his letter, p. 10,
fays, ¢ Thisal& (7o prevent the growth of
¢ fehifim) therefore, in-a ftealing and too
¢ artful manner, takes away the Toleration
¢ of diffenters ; for the force of it is direct-
¢ ed to take place in confirmation of a law,
which they are exprefly defended againft,
by the faid ac of Toleration.
'THE more zealous againft the Diffenters The Dif:
were hereby encouraged to threaten them, /2%
with the demolifhing of their places of
worfhip, driving their teachers into corners,
and banifhing out of the land, all that da-
red todiflent from their church. So faft 7#e Loras
did the snfereft of popery and the pretender drefithe
grow in England ; and fuch reafon was againft the
there to fear their attempts upon us ; that presender.
the houfe of Lords thought it neceffary to
addrefs her Majefty to iffue out a procla-
mation, promifing a reward to any, that
thould bring the. pretender to juflice, in
cafe he either landed, or attempted to land
in any of her Majefty’s dominions. And
in an Addrefs from the fame houfe aficr,
the dangerous condition we were then in
was reprefented to her Majelly in thefe
words *, ¢ And fince the papifls and non-

¢ jurors are fo infolent, as not only to

N A

* Lord’s Addrefs, Fure 24, 1714.
F 2 ¢ {up-
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¢ fupport the prefender’s claim to yout
¢ royal crown, by their writings and dif-
¢ courfes; but alfo traiteroufly to inlift
¢ men into his fervice, and fend them to
¢ France, we moft humbly befeech your
* Majefty to iflue out your royal procla-
¢ mation, -&c.

MANY true patriots of our country, a$
well in church as ftate, had the courage to
give us warning, and reprefent our great
danger to us, affuring us, that our c/vil
and religious liberties were juft expiring,
if God, by fome fpecial providence, did
not fave us; tho’ all that did thus, were
fure of being publicly difcountenanced.

¢ God be thanked, faid bithop Burnet,

¢ there are many among us, that ftand up-
< on the watch tower, and that give faith-
¢ ful warning.’

THE great zeal which the duke of
Marlborough, upon all occafions, fhewed
for the welfare of his country, puts it be-
yond all doubt, that during his voluntary
exile, he was attentive to what paffed in
England. And it-is as certain, that his
thoughts were conftantly bent upon the
means how he might again have a fhare in
promoting the public good. ¢ It has been
¢ faid, fays Mr. Lediard *, and I make no
¢ doubt of the truth of it, that the Duke
¢ had a ftrict and regular correfpondence

* Vol, II1, p. 363,
¢ by
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¢ by proper agents, with the court of Ha-
¢ mover. If the enemies to the Proteftant
¢ fucceffion in that illuftrious houfe, had

<
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formed any traiterous {chemes to prevent
its taking place, after the Queen’s death,
as it was very {trongly b:lieved they had,
na doubt but the friends and well-with-
ers to it, had a watchful eye upon all
their motions, and had, on their fide,
formed counter-fchemes to aflert and
maintain the right of the Eleéforal houfe,
when the Queen’s demife fhould call
upon them to enter upon the pofiefiion
of it, If fo, there is no queftion but
the Duke was let into the fecret; and
then it will be eafy to account for his
Grace’s being always in a readinefs to
embark for England, during the laft
three months of her Majefty’s life ;
which her ill ftate of health, made it
believed, would not be of long continu-
ance.

¢ WHATEVER may have been the
thoughts and wifhes of a few inconfide-
rate perfons, it is certain, the main body
of the nation was well affected to the
Hanover fucceffion, and looked for their
{ecurity and happinefs in that alone. 1t
was believed, that the two principal
perfons at the helm, were themfelves
convinced of this truth; and as they
look’d upon the Queen’s life as very pre-
carious, tho’ they were at variance with

F 3 ¢ one
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one another, were both, for their own
prefervation, thoughtful, how they
might be teconciled to the party they
had till then oppofed. With this view,
tho’ they did not =& in concert, it is
faid, they feparately made their applica-
tion to the Duke, and by turns invited
him over. But it will 'be neceflary to
defcend to fome particulars.
¢ Soon after the rifing of the Parlia-
ment, the jars which had for fome time
been daily encreafing among the new
minifters, broke out into an open rup-
ture. ‘'The treafurer had ever kept to
himfelf the main fecret, and principal
direGion of domeftic aftairs, and the dif-
pofal of moft places of profit, and by
the credit and intereft of his high poft,
and by favour of the Queen, had procu-
red illuftrious alliances for his children,
and advanced all his relations. The
weight and fatigue of the forcign affairs,
lay, in the mean time, on the fecretary,
who, as he was lefs circumipect in the
profecution of bold meafures than the
Treafurer, had therefore the largeft {hare
of the public odium, without any advan~
tage, but the profits of his office, moft
of which he lavithed away in riotous
pleafures. In the mean time, as he was
a man of excellent-parts, and great pene-
tration, he could not but be feniible of
his own merit, and impatient of depen-
¢ dance,



EncrLisu BaprisTs.

¢ dance, and unequal ufage. This occa-
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fion’d frequent warm expoftulations with
the prime minifter, who, believing him-
felf fecure in the Queen’s favour, and
depending upon his great intereft in Par-
lrament, had no great regard to his com-
plaints, which encreafed the rage of the

¢ fiery fecretary.
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¢ THEIR private difputes would have
often broken out into open quarrels, had
not the commands of the indulgent
Queen, affifted by the lord Chancellor
and the lady Mafbam, kept them within
bounds, to which, doubtle(s, the necef-
fity they found themfelves under, of
providing for their common fafety, and
quicting the clamours of the nation,
gave an additional weight. But no foon-
er had the Parliament given a fanttion
to the peace, by their {folemn approba-
tion, and all danger was removed on that
fide, then their irreconci.eable rivalfbip,
and enmity appeared barefaced to the
whole world; and it was vifible, that
the one, could brook no egual, nor the
other, bear to be any longer fecond.

¢ BEFORE matters came to this length,
the Treafurer, whether finding his in~
tereft decline at court, or defpairing of
the Quecen’s life, and apprehending the
confequences of fome late fteps, began
to think of a timely retreat, and in order

thereunto endeavoured a reconciliation
¥4 ¢ with
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with the contrary party, and particularly
to gain the friendfhip of the lord Cowper,
who had a great influence over them.
He likewife hoped-to be ftrongly fupport-
ed by the duke of Shrewfbury, who, by
his candor, virtue, and great prudence,
had maintained himfelf in the efteem,
both of the Queen, and of the public;
and whofe late behaviour in freland, had
very much endeared him to the well af-
fected to the Hanover ficceffion. But his
Grace juftly refenting the negle& of the
miniftry while he was at Dublin, gave
himfelf little concern about them when
he came to London, and rather enflamed,
than moderated their differences, by
complaining to the Queen, of fome or-
ders that had been fent him, which he
thought inconfiftent with the fervice of
her Majefty and the nation.
¢ NoTwITHSTANDING thefe difap-
pointments, the fanguine Treafurer form-
ed the defign of difplacing his competitor,
as the fureft means to approve his affe-
&ion to the Proteflant fucceffor ; but while
he was fetting feveral engines to work,
to obtain this end, he found that he be-
gan to lofe ground at czur? confiderably ;
and 1t was foon aiter vifible, that the
Secretary, what by his fuperior intereft
with the lady Afafbasm, what by the affi-
ftance of the loid Chancellor, and what
by his humouring the Queen in every
¢ thing,
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thing, and boldly purfuing all meafures,
got entirely the better of his 77va/ in her
Majefty’s favour and confidence.
¢ WHILE the court was in this _ferment,
and an approaching change in the zew
miniftry {eemed beyond all doubt; on
the 17th of Fuly, the lord Chancellor
took leave of the court, to go down to
his country feat for fome refrethment,
defigning from thence to have attend-
ed the Queen at Windfoi, where fhe
propofed to be the 27th. But in the
mean time fome incident, not yet cer-
tainly known, happened, which retarded
her Majefty’s departure from Kenfing-
ton,and haftened the Treafirer’s difgrace.
Conjectures what this incident may have
becn were. various. Some pretended,
that the lord Bolingbroke had got in-
telligence, and inforined the Queen, of
the earl of Oxford’s inviting the duke of
Marlborough to come over; and it was
probably with this intent that his Grace
came to Offend the 18th of Fuly, and of
his holding private conferences with fe-
veral lords of the oppofite party. Others
would have it ; that he was fufpected of
difcovering the Queen’s counfels to the
court of Hanover, and even, of putting
them upon demanding a writ for the
duke of Cambridge. Others again faid,
that he was both againft the fcheme of
new modelling the army, and the pro-
- ject
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¢ jett of a new offenfive league, between
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the crowns of Great Britain, France,
Spain, Sweden, and Siczly. And yet
others, that the Queen was greatly of-
fended at his prefuming to fend orders to
Ireland, without confulting either her,
or her council.

¢ WHETHER any, or all thefe, were
concurrent caufes of the Earls di ifgrace,

adds Mr. Lediard, I leave undetermined,

But this is certain, that the duke of
Shrewfbury infifted on his removal,
which, it was likewife faid, thc Duke of
Mczr/barougb had made a previous con-
dition of his return to England, as having
been the prime caufe of his, and his fa-
mily’s difgrace ; tho’ otherwxfe he had a
better pretence to a reconciliation than
Bolingbroke, as having obtained the per-
miffion the Duke had to go abroad.

¢ Be this as it will, the 2oth of ffuly
the lord Chancellor was fent for to court
in all hafte, and the next day was in clofe
conference with the Queen, and the lord
Bolingbroke ; after which it ‘was every
where reported, that the Treafurer would
{peedily be removed. And, contrary to his
own expeltaiion, as well as that of eve-
ry body elfe, when he came to cour? the
27 of “}‘aly, the ftaff was taken froia
him, rather with mortifying than agree-
able cxrcumﬂ.ances ; “vhen a confiderable

penfion, or at leaft a feather in his cap,
¢ was
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¢ was the leaft that was expected for himg
¢ It has been reported, that very bitter re-
¢ proaches pafled between the falling mi-
¢ nifter on one fide, and the lord Chancellor
¢ with the lady Mafbam on the other, even
¢ in the Queen’s hearing. The lord Tres-
¢ furer looking upon thefe zwo as acceffary
¢ to his difgrace, told them, that he had
¢ been wronged and abufed, by lies and
¢ mifreprefentations ; but that he fhould
¢ be revenged, and leave fome people as
¢ low as he found them.” He failed not
to let her Majefty know, that by the
meafures that would now be laid before
her, thofe men would embarrafs all her
affairs in a very little while, and bring
themf{elves into fuch infuperable difficulties,
as would expofe their weaknefs, and bring
her Majefty to the neceflity of taking other
meafures *,

¢ Tuesk 4 difagreeable expoftulations
could not but thock and perplex the fick-
ly Queen, and give her uneafy fufpi-
cions, of her having been abufed, and
deluded by thofe the moft confided in.
Some pretend that in this perplexity,
and hurry of thought, which opened
her Majefty’s eyes, the was difpofed to
refign herfelf wholly to the duke of
Shrewfbury. But it is more than pro-

A M A A A" A A N AN

¥ Memoirs of the lifz of the duke of Shrewfbury,
% Lediard, 72/ 111. p. 370.

¢ bable,
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¢ bable the lord Bolingbroke had got fuclr
un (.fcerd“nt over her that he was moft

¢ hke to fucceed the earl of Oxford in the
¢ principal managem:ni of affairs.

¢ 1 HE very day the Treafurer was re-

moved, it was obferved, as fomething
remarkable, that the lord Bolingbroke
entertained at dinner, the generals Stan-
hope, Cadogan, and Palmer Sir William
Wyndbam, Mr. Craggs, and fome other
gentlemen.  Which meeting of perfons,
of fo different principles, as it could not
be the effe of chance, occafioned vari-
ous reafonings. The moft probable con-
jeGure was, that the lord Bolingbroke
confidering the Queen’s life was fo pre-
carious, and forefeeing a ftorm he could
not be able to weather, refolved to ftrike
in with the contrary party, and to invite
over the duke of Marlborough, in which
ke had reafon to expe& better fuccefs,
than his late 77va/; with whom it was
faid, the duke had vowed, not to be re-
concied. Some other circumftances
were at that time mentioned to corro-
borate thefe fuggeftions. But tho’ it is
certain, that the duke of Marlborough,
after having been detained about a for#-
night, by contrary winds at Offend, with-
o:t which he might have been in Eng-
lans, before the ‘Trm/ irer loft his ftaff,
did at this jun&ture embark at Offend for

Engl/zrzd yet the true motive, and
¢ grounds
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‘grounds of his coming over, at this ¢rse
tical moment,was never pofitively knowns
tho’ it was aflured; that he was invited
by both thefe rivals in power, and that
both promifed him great deference would

‘be had to his counfels, they having bozh

an‘ardent zeal for his intereft. Nay, it
was- reported, the compliment went (o
far, that orders were fent to the com-

" tanders of the ezftles and forts on tie

coafts of Effex, Kent, and Suffolk, "to
pay the fame honour, by firing of guns,
where-ever his Grace landed, as was
done, when he returned triumphant
from his glorioutNcampaigns in the laft war
with France. But on fome account or
other, this ceremony was foon after
countermanded by an exprefs. Some
imagined, it was by procurement of Bo-
lingbroke, upon intelligence, that his
rival was beforehand with him, and had
{fucceeded better in the application to his
Grace. Others thought, they had.both
apprehenfions, that he came not to ferve
either of their turns, but with a juft re-
fentment of the indignities that had been
offered him ; and that fuch a parade of
Jlattery would rather have expofed them
to the contempt of the people; than be
acceptable to his Grace, who wanted
not the roar of their cannon to add to his
glory, or proclaim his welcome to his

¢ pative
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native country, which had been fo long
unjuftly deprived of him.

¢« TuE removal of the Treafurer was fo
fudden, and occafioned fo much confu-
fion, that there was great difficulty to
determine how to fupply his place, or
to fill up fuch other vacancies as natu-
rally attended his difgrace. The 2¢th
of Fuly the cabinet council was to -have
fet on this affair ; but their meeting was
put off to the next day on account of
the Queen’s illnefs, which, probably, if
not occafioned, was at leaft encreafed,
by thefe uneafinefles. And the is faid
to have intimated to one of her phyfi-
cians, that the fhould not outlive it.

¢ Tue difpute to which her Majefty
was an ear witnefs, and the confultation
that was held thereupen, and lafted till
near fwo in the morning, certainly oc-
cafioned fo violent an agitation in the
Queen’s {pirits, as could not but add to
her indifpofition, which encreafed fo
much apon her, that the next morning
the was believed to be in greas danger.

¢ Tue dukes of Somerfer and Argyle

“having advice of the defperate condition

of the Queen’s life, their Graces repaired
with fpeed to Kenfington, and without
being fummoned, went into the council
chamber, where the lord Chancellor, the

dukes of Shrewfbury and Orimmond, the
¢ three
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three Secretaries of ftate, the bifhop. of
London, and fome others, were aflem-
bled in a committee. The duke of
Shrewfbury returned their Graces thanks,
for their readinefs to give the council
their affiftance on {o ¢rz#ical an occafion.
One of the council then reprefented,
how neceflfary it was, in cafe of the
Queen’s demife, that the place of lord
Treafirer thould be filled. The whole
board aflenting to this, the duke of
Shrewfbury was propofed, and unani-
moufly approved of, as the moft proper
perfon for fo high a truft. And the
phyficians having aflured the council,
that the Queen was then fenfible, and
might be fpaken to ; the lord Chancellor,
the duke of Shrew/bury, and fome others,
were appointed to attend her Majefty,
and acquaint her with the unanimous
opinion of the council. Upon which her
Majefty faid, they could not recom-
mend a perfon fhe liked better than the
duke of Shrewfbury, and giving him
the Treafurer’s ftaff, bid him ufe it for
the good of the people. The duke
would thereupon have returned her Ma-
jefty the lord Chamberiain’s ftaft; but it
was her defire he thould keep both ; fo
that his Grace was at the fame time pof-
fefled of #hree of the higheft places of
truft, honour, and profit, in the whole
kingdom, being lord Treafiirer, lord

< Cham-
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¢ Chamberlain, and lord Lieutenant of
¢ Ireland’

NoTwiTHsTANDING * the fatisfaion
that all fides pretended in this ftep the
Queen had taken, it was apparent, fome
were very much difappointed ; whether it
was, that every one expected it for himfelf,
or not, Ido not fay ; but as they knew he
was no man of fire, and would not enter
mto any of the bold ftrokes they were to
take, would not be a match to encounter
with the attempts which they expected
would be made by the earl of Oxford, for
the overthrowing their fchemes, and enfna-
ring them in their meafures; and at beft,
would be a pull-back to them.ori all occa-
fions, in pufhing the defigns they had in
their view. This perplex’d them in the
very firft fteps they had to take, and the
lite difmiffed Treafiurer began to treat
them in the manner they had deferved
from him, v7z. as men not equal to the
work they had undertaken, and who would,
of courfe, in a few days fink under the
weight of the government which they had
{o long coveted to have within their own
management,

Tue duke of Shrewfbury’s 4 advance-
ment, made an immediate and great change
in the face of affairs, dathed the toweér-

* Memoirs of the life of the duke of Shrewfbury, p.114.
+ Lediard, 72/, II1. p. 573. Y bt

ing
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ing ambition of the lord Bolingbroke, and
at the fame time it baffled whatever un-
digefted fehemes he may have had to
the prejudice of the Proteffant fircce/fion,
gave a new life and vigor to all who
were well affected to the i/luftrious boufe
of Hanover. 'The coming of the dukes of
Somerfet and Argyle fo opportunely -into
the council, had a farther good effe¢t; for
upon their motion it was refolved, that all
privy counfellors, who were then in and
about London, without diftin&ion, fthould
attend ; which the lord Somers, and fome
other ftaunch friends of the houfe of Hano-
ver did the fame day.

But providence, and its inevitable de-
crees, took the whole work out of their
hands, furprizing to all, but terrible, asa
clap of thunder, to the enemies of the Pro-
teftant fucceffion; for about three in the
afternoon, the Queen relapfed into a kind
of lethargic, or apople@tic fit, and foon
after the phyficians acquainted the council,
that her Majefty’s life was in extreme dan-
ger. The council hereupon, provided
with wonderful prudence and difpatch,
for the fecurity of the cities of London and
Weftminfter, of the maritime towns, and of
Scotland and Ireland.  Orders were imme-
diately difpatched to four regiments of horfe
aad dragoons, which were quartered in re-
mote counties, to march up to the vi/lages

near London, to keep the TFacobites and
G dif-
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difaffeCted in awe ; and to fever of the zen
battalions of Briti/b forces, that were then
in Flanders, to embark at Offend, and fail
for England with all imaginable expedi-
tion. The lords of the Admiralty, in the
mean time, laid an embargo on all thip-
ing, and gave orders for the fitting out
fuch men of war as could be fooneft got
ready. So that by thefe excellent orders
the public tranquility remained undifturb-
ed, and no fign of confternation appeared,
unlefs in the faces of thofe who were
avowed friends of the pretender ; and who,
by the prudence and forefight of thefe
truly noble patriots, found themfelves en-
tirely difappointed in the hopes, the great
approaching change might otherwife have
buoyed them up with.

THE Queen continued all night in a
kind of lethargic dozing, which encreafed
to fuch a degree, about zen the next morn-
ing, that all her phyficians defpaired of her
life. 'The privy council fent hereupon or-
ders to the beralds at arms, and a troop
of the life guards to be ready to mount, in
order to proclaim the clector of Brunfwick
immediately upon the Queen’s demife.
Their lordthips, at the fame time, caufed a
letter to be written to his elecforal Highnefs,
to acquaint him, with the extreme danger
the Queen’s life was in, with the meafures
they had taken to fecure the crown to
him, and to defire his electoral Highnefs to

repair
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tepair with all convenient fpeed to Hol-
lond, where a Britifb {quadron, which
was fitting out with all expedition, would
attend him, and bring him over, in cafe
it pleafed God to take the Queen to his
mercy. This letter was fent exprefs by
James Craigs, efq; jun. And by him or-
ders were difpatched to the earl of Straf-
Jord, to urge the States General to be in a
readinefs to perform the Guaranty of the
Proteffant fucceffion if neced fhould re-
quire.

Avv this being done, the indefatigable
lords of the privy council refumed the
confideration of the ftate of the fea-ports,
and ordered a ftrong reinforcement to be
forthwith fent down to Portfmouth. At
the fame time rightly judging, that if the
partifans of the pretinder made any diftur-
bance in Great Britain, it would be in
Scotland, their lordfhips: ordered major
general Whetham thither, to aflit major
general Wightman, and appointed the brave
earl of Berkeley to command the fleet.

BETwEEN fewelve and ome the Queen
gave fome figns of life, and took fome
fpoonfuls of broth, and then continued in
a dozing heavy condition till about fx in
the evening.  Her pulfe then beat fome-
what higher, which gave fome hopes; but
it proved but a lightning before death : For
the remedies the phyficians applied, and
particularly the blifters, not having the

G2 withed
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wifhed for effect, her Majefty expired the
next morning, being the firf of Auguft,
a little after {feven of the clock, in the soth
year of her age, and 13th of her reign.
THUs died this great and excellent prin-
cefs, who, tho’ fhe may have been mifled
into fome prejudices and miftakes, in the
latter part of her reign, yet, I think,
could not herfelf have any fhare in the
councils which were then on foot againft
the fucceffion, at leaft, had no view to-
wards the pretender, in her fingling out
duke Hamilton for her ambaflador to
France ; for if fhe had, fhe would never
have put fo effectual a ftop to it, as was
done, by appointing the duke of Shrew/~
bury to be his fucceffor ; who, as he was a
perfon no way agreeable to the French
court, {o he was alfo a declared oppofer of
the pretender’s intereft on many accounts.

Tue duke of Marlborough, with the
dutchefs, after a ftormy paffage, landed at
Dover Aug. 1. 1714. a day which will be
memorable to all future ages, both for
King George’s aufpicious acceffion to the
Britifh throne, and his Grace’s return to
his native country. As his Grace could
know nothing of the Queen’s death, fo the
invidious cenfures which were pafled upon
his condu&, by the enemies to him and
the nation, were equally falfe and abfurd.

He was received by the Mayor and Furats
of
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of the town, who then likewife knew no-
thing of the Queen’s death, in their forma-
lities, with the univerfal acclamation of
all people, and with a difcharge of a great
number of guns from the platform, but
none from the caftle, which never falutes
any but the fovereign. His Grace lay that
night at Sir Robert Furnefe’s houfe. Au-
guf? 3. he proceeded to Sittingbourn, ac-
companied by a great many gentlemen.
And on Wednefday the 4th. atthe defire of
feveral noblemen, and eminent citizens,
his Grace confented to make a kind of
public entry ; tho’, in reality, it was in a
manner forced upon him ; for Sir Charles
Cox, member of Parliament for the bo-
rough of Southwerk, a worthy noted gen-
tleman for his zeal to the Proteffant caufe,
and Liberty and Property, with about swo
bundred f{ubftantial inhabitants, many of
whom were Baptifts, were prepared to
meet his Grace on horfeback, and refolv-
ed to attend him through their Borough.
He was likewife attended as he paffed
thro’ the city, to his houfe at Sz. Fames’s,
by above fwo hundred gentlemen, and
others, on horfeback ; and by his noble
relations, and others of the nobility and
gentry in their coaches, many of them
with fix horfes ; the whole making a gal-
lant appearance, tho’ without any great
formality. A company of woluntier city
grenadiers marched before his Grace’s

G 3 coach,
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coach, and having brought him to his
houfe, faluted Lim with a wolley, The
people every where crouded to fee his
Grace, and made loud and joyful acclama-
tions of, Lorg live King George, Long
live the duke of Marlborough, &c.

Hi1s Grace’s enemies and enviers, not=
withftanding the- confufion they were in,
had yet the tonfidence to ceniure his making
fuch a magnificent entry while his royal
miftrefs was hardly cold. ¢ But without
¢ refleCting on the memory of thatﬁprin-

cefs, fays Mr. Lediard *, for fuffering
herfelf to be fo far deluded, as to give
up the bej? of her fubjects, whe had ga-
thered all the Laurcls that adorned her
¢ diadem, to the malice of his ungenerous
¢ enemies; fure, {uch a diminutive tri-
“umph was but a fmall recompence for
¢ the great trophies he had formerly
¢ brought home ; and the leaft atonement
¢ England could make for her former zz-
¢ gratitude to the greatcft of hberoes fhe
¢ ever bore. Befides, it was ncceflary to

lay hold on the duke of Marlborough’s
arrival as a proper occafion, for the people
to fhew their zeal and affe¢tion for King
George, which ftill redoubled the fears
and alarms of the pretender’s friends, to
fuch a.degree, that vaft numbers of them,
who had lately come over from Frarnce,
returned daily thither,

* pol. I11. p. 380.

Rl

<

[4

<

Kal

N AN A A AN

“i1s



EncLisa BarrisTs.

¢ His Grace was complimented, the
¢ morning after his arrival, by moft of the
¢ foreign minifters, and by great numbers

¢ of the nobility, gentry, and officers of

"~

the army; and having been that day at
St. Fames’s, where he was {fworn of the
privy council, by the Lord’s Fuftices; as
he went through the Park to the houfe
of Peers, his fedan was followed by
crouds of foldiers, and other people, with
loud buzza’s; after which his Grace re-
tired for fome time to the Barh.’

On the 18th of Sepz, his Majefty King
George, to the inexpreflible joy of every
well wither to the happinefs of his country,
landed at Greenwich, about fix of the clock
in the evening, Tbe duke of Northum-
berland, captain of the /ife guards, and
the lord Chancellor, at the head of the
Lords fuftices, received his Majefty at his
landing, and complimented him on" his
fafe arrival. There was a vaft and {plen-
did appearance the fame evening, of nobi-
lity and gentry, at the 7oya/ houfe in the
Park. ¢ But among this throng of bright
¢ conftellations, fays Mr, Lediard *, none
¢ fhone forth with greater {plendor, upon
¢ this happy occafion, than his Grace the
¢ duke of Marlborough; his late fufferings
¢ having added a new luftre to that he was
¢ always wont to appear in, when he re-

~ "~ "~ " R £ ) -
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turned #riumphant from his wictorious
campaigns. Nor was there any to whom
the King fhewed more diftinguithing
marks of the royal favour and efteem.

¢ His Majefty, who was an incompa-
rable judge of true merit ; and who, on
his firft appearance in his new dommlons
thewed, that he knew how to diftin-
guith thofe that in the moft ¢ritical of
junctures, had boldly afferted the rights
of his illuftrious houfe, and thofe who
had oppofed, or acted contrary to his
true interefts, gave the duke of Mari-
borough an opportunity, as it were, of
triumphing over his enemies, in the eye
of the whole court, by his gracious and
favourable deportment to him ; while
his perfecutors were haidly looked on, or
at beft met with a cold ieturn, to thelr
perhaps, as faint offers of their duty and
loyalty.

¢ THE Prince [now our moft gracious
fovereign] who had been an eye-witnefs
of fome of the duke of Marlborough’s ne-

morable and glorious exploits, and wus

truly fenfible, with how fteady an affc-
Gion, and refolution, he had ever
efpoufed the real good of the nation, and
in particular, that’ ‘of the Pr otzyiant Suue-
ceffion, in the au/;vmous koufe of Hano-
wver, was not wanting on his fide, to add
to his Grace’s triumph. In {hort tho’
he was not yet declared, every one Took-

“ed
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¢ ed upon him as reinftated in his poft of
¢ Captain-general, and a rifing favourite.’

I MusT not pafs the honour done to his
Grace from the pulpit, in a paflfage of the
coronation fermon, preached by the lord
bithop of Oxford. His lordfhip having
fpoken of the eight glorious campaigns un-
der the wife conduct of the duke, goes on,
¢ But whether, fays he, it was to correct
¢ us for fome fins, whereby we had pro-
voked God to anger, or to chaftife our
confidence, which, it may be, we placed
too much in the arm of flefh, or to con-
vince us that his providence, which alone
began, fhould alone have the glory of
finithing this great work, he was pleafed
to fuffer us to fall into a condition, from
which nothing elfe could have relieved
us. Our enemy, who had fet up a pre-
tender to this throne, raifed from a con-
dition of afking peace, to a condition of
giving peace, and princes too, to Europe.
Our allies, fome divided from us, others
miferably disjointed, and we ourfelves
not only unregarded, but wretchedly
broken into parties and factions at home.
The friends of the pretender thought
thefe circumftances fo encouraging, that
they openly avowed his #:¢/e, in writing
and difcourfe, and his agents as boldly
lifted foldiers to affert it with the {word.
And he muft have been very fanguine,
who in this view of things could have

¢ thought
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thought that the pretender, whom our
Queen’s repeated inftances could not re-
move: from a fituation, which the Par-
liament thought too near us, would not,

upon her Majefty’s demife, have brought
a foreign army to join his friends here,
before the Profeftant heir, who was at a
much greater diftance, could have arri-
ved to have maintained his own juft
right, or defended his faithful fubjeéts.

But when that day was come, that was
to put a period to that royal hfe on the
continuance of which alone this threat-
ning danger feemed fufpended ; then was
God pleafed to mix fo much mercy with
the ftroke, as by his providence to order
it, that the unfettled pofture of affairs
abroad, would not permit the pretender’s
foreign friends to fend any forces to en-
courage an infurrection, and the unrea-
dinefs of his ﬁlrprlzed abettors here,

would not permit them te appear in fuch
a manner as to invite an invafion.’

His Majefty, the next morning after

his landing, {ent a meffage to the duke of
Ormond, to fignify his difmiffion from the
office of general of the army. This raifed
fome debates in an afiembly of fuch of the
nobility as could expect but little, if any,
favour from his Majefty, refpecting the
Cavalcade, or public entry of the King,
"The author of the memoirs of the life of
the duke of Shrewfbury gives it us as a

piece
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piece of fecret hiftory : ¢ The affembly, fays
“ he *, having brought things to this
¢ head, the lords began to congratulate

<
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one another upon the fuccefs, and, for a
time, nothing but common difcourfe
took them up ; at length a lord that had
not fpoken yet, ftood up, who, for the
occafion, we fhall put into the courfe,
and call him lord G.

¢ My lords, fays he, I believe there is
not one among us, but what entirely
give our affent to all that has been faid
by thefe noble lords that have fpoken
before me ; and I have therefore nothing
to add to what is paft, but pray let us
debate a little about our prefent condudt,
what we fhall do as to the fhow to mor-
row ? Shall we appear at court in the
morning, and go in the train with them,
or fhall we not?

¢ Lord H. TRULY, my lords, its my opi-
nion, that fince we are to have none of
their favour, we fhould add nothing to
their figure.

¢ Lord 7. I Am of the fame mind; be-
fides, my lord, I think it would be but
a piece of juftice to the duke of Or-—d,
fince they have difhonoured him as they
have done ; let us fhow them, that we
will honour him as much, and let us fee
who will have the greateft thow,

* Page 127.
< HERE
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¢ HERE my lord e= put in, and faid,
it was a noble thought, if they had had
time for it, but that the Cavalcade being
appointed for the next morning, it was
impofiible to give notice to their friends,
elfe they would eafily have had a train of
coaches almoft equal in number to the
intended fhow.

¢ WeLL, but, fays my lord H—, Iam
of opinion, that we fhould feparate as we
are, and if we all go off in a body we
thall make fuch a chafm in their train,
as will reduce their fhow to the {keleton
of what they think it fhall be, and fur-
prize the world more with the confe-
quence, than they will be furprized at
the occafion.

¢ But how then fhall we order our
march? And, when fhall we break off
from the reft of the train? faid my lord
G. who ftood a little paufing upon the
propofal.

¢ Says lord I my lords, I find you do
not rightly apprehend my project ; you
all know the appointed order of the
Cavalcade for the morning ; my propo-
fal is, that concerting our meafures this
night with the duke of Or d, we
appoint all our coaches to be ready at his
apartment, about two hours before the
time appointed for the ParZ ; when, on
a fudden, we fhall drive away to London,
and pafling through the city before they

¢ come,
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come, fhall let the world fee what a
body of the principal nobility and gentry
came away from them, in honour of the
duke of Or——d ; and, perhaps, if they
fet afide their militia, the city trained
bands, corporation pageantry, and the
like, we may make as good a train as
the whigs, the King’s perfon, the Prince,
and their family excepted.
¢ But, my lord, fays lord G. do youn
believe; upon information of fuch a de-
fign, they would not fend the guards af-
ter us, and ftop us?.
¢ No, my lords, replied lord 7. T can-
not believe any fuch thing. Befides, by
what law or authority can they ftop us?
Are we not freemen, and can go where
and whither we pleafe? If not, we are
prifoners, and the folemnity of this day
can be exacted of us as a duty, which 1s
not our cafe.
¢ Savys lord G. nay, I am not concern-
ed about that, let them ftop us if they
pleafe; that will be no difadvantage to
us, but to them; for it will add weight
to us, and fhew the impotence of their
refentment ; for they cannot commit us
to prifon, ’tis no rebellion, we fhall not
be in arms; ’tis no deferting, for we are
not lifted in their fervice; ’tis acting as
their dealing with us leads us to, and I
think juftifies usin ; for we only go away
from thofc who have firft driven us away.
< In
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< In a word, the gffembly agreed to the
¢ propofal, and made the place of rendez-
¢ wous to be at the duke of Or ds le-
< vee, from whence they refolved to drive

directly to London with the duke, and

neither take their leave at courz, or any

notice of the court in it.

¢« WitH this general refolution the af-
¢ fembly broke up, and the lords made it
¢ their bufinefs to communicate their de-
¢ fign to all their friends; nor was there
¢ many but what exceedingly liked of the
¢ thing. But when they came to the
¢ duke himfelf he could not be prevailed
¢ with to hear any thing of it. He pro-
¢ tefted, that tho’ he thought himfelf
¢ hardly ufed, yet that he could not do
¢ any thing fo inconfiftent with duty and
< with courtefy; that, to thew himfelf to
¢ be thus popular would bring zhoufands of
* enemies upon him, and, perhaps, open
< the door to future inconveniencies, which
< at prefent might be avoided.
¢ Tue duke, who was not apt to be ve-
ry- pofitive in things, efpecially where
his own intereft was fo much concerned,
yet in this, notwithftanding the impor-
tunity of the reft, continued inflexible in
his refolution, and could not be prevailed
with to alter his'mind ; {o the reft were
obliged to their great difappointment, to
lay afide the thoughts of it, and referving

all their other wicked agreements, they
¢ refol-
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¢ refolved, tho’ againft their inclinations,
¢ to appear at the public entry of the ng,
¢ which they did aceordingly.

< TH1s wholefome refolution of the duke
of Or——d was faid, to be the confequence
of the duke of Shrewfbury’s good advice,
who never left prefling and pcrfuadmg
his Grace, till he obtained a promife
from him, that he would not leave the
place ; which would have been offering
the greateft affront to the perfon of the
King that they could pofiibly have done,
and might bave been attended with ma-
ny fubfequent things to their difadvan-
tage. But after this we find the duke
of Shrew/bury never took any great de-
light in appearing at courf ; for having
laid down the ftaff in order to its bein
given in commiffion, Mr. Walpole [fince
Sir Robert] a perfon he had no relifh of,
was quickly placed at the head of that
commiflion, for the management of the
treafury.’

A M A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

THE affairs of the Englif/b Baptifis, un-
der the enjoyment of their civil and religi-
ous liberties, affording but few peculiar
materials for the continuation of their hi-
ftory in this reign, I have made this di-
greffion, to fet forth the dangerous condi-
tion we were in, under the adminiftration
of men who not only oppofed, but by
their artful infinuations, under the pretence

of
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of obtaining peace to the nation, deceived,
if not forced, a glorious Queen, to fet
afide the beff Miniftry this nation ever was
blefled with defore.  And I have been led
hereunto, from the faétious clamours which
have been made againft the prefent min:-
Ay, under a jealoufy, that fome of the
fame perfons are at the bottom of them ;
and I may not be miftaken, if I imagine
they belong to the club of the fictitious
Caleb Danwvers, efq; I hope the Diffenters
in general, which are a ballance between
high-church and low-church-men, as they
are but juftly diftinguithed, will beware of
being feduced by them ; for let their pre-
tenfions be never {o plaufible, they are but
cilded baits to catch the unwary withal.
Peace, peace, was all their cry, in the
reign I have been treating of; and tho’ to
their fhame, and the prejudice of the na-
tion, they obtained it, they were difap-
pointed in their chief end, the Profeffans
Jucceffion took place, and they, with all
the pretender’s adherents, were con-
founded.

It is well known, that one of Caled’s
chiefs, who have changed their note, and
cry now, War, war, was a principal in
that fa&tion, which oppofed the Succefion
in the illuftrious houfe of Hanover, and
kindled the flame of that unnatural rebel-
lion, which was againft his late Majetty,

and intended to perpetuate thofe black and
de-



Excrisa BarTisTs.

deftructive defigns, which they were not
able to accomplifh, by their dark politics,
and crooked councils. That he even lift-
ed himfelf under their banners, after they
had recourfe to arms, in order to deftroy
the conftitution, and bring us back to the
Savery which we had been happily deli-
vered from, by the late glorious Revslution,
And fhall fuch a man as this, after fuch
tranfactions as thefe, fo univerfally known,
and fo undeniably true, direct the councils
of this kingdom, and be followed by any of
his Majefty’s good fubje&s? No, God forbid!
Let usremember,thatwhen he;and his facti-
ous party were in power; they would notal-
low us the liberty of educating our own chil-
dren. His feditious papers, under the pretence
of being an advocate for liberty, defigned to
poifon the minds of the weak and ignorant,
and fhake the people’s allegiance, in order
to introduce popery, flavery, and arbitrary
power into thefe kingdoms, furely can
have no effe, but upon fuch abandoned
wretches, who zeither fear God, nor lkeo-
nour the King. And, could they obtain
their ends, would certainly themielves be
difappointed ; for had the horrid plot, in-
tended for the a/fa//zation of our glorious
Deliverer King /7% iiam, of immortal me-
mory, fucceeded, and King Fames been
reftored ; the zo77es then would have been
difappointcd, and been made in common
with the reft of their countrymen, faves

134 and
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and wvaflals to France, as appears from the
following account, which I have tranfcrib-
ed from the- author of Reflections on the
management of fome party difputes.

4
<
<
<
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[
<
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<
4
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[ 4
<
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¢ AsouT this time, fays he, we had
an account by private letters from France,
of the following fecret fcheme, and de-
fign againft King William, and his do-
minions of Great Britain and Ireland,
as laid down by the French king and his
confidents, which King Fames, and his
Britifb friends, were to know almoft
nothing of, wiz. That as foon as the
prince of Orange fhould be affaffinated ;
that is, as foon as this fhall be known at
Calais, by the fignal which was agreed
to be given from Dover Cliffs, imme-
diately King Fames was to go on board,
and to land with an army of ten thou-

¢ Jand men ; and that foon after, without
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the leaft delay, fwenty thoufand veteran
French troops, which were brought thi-
ther before hand, were immediately to
embark with all haft,and carry along with
them ezghty pieces of cannon, with all
other accoutrements and furniture, in a
fleet of feven hundred tranfport fhips, un-
der a convoy of twenty esght men of war,
in order thus fucceffively to invade Eng-
land ; and that much about the fame
time five thoufand men were to land in
Scotland, to join their friends in tbat
place. But hqw many the Facobites

¢ were
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were that were to join them, was not
certainly difcovered. However, this was
done, that juft as they fhould land, the
Tower of London and the Exchequer
thould have been fiezed, by fome parties
of the confpirators here, and that after
this the city of London was to have been
burnt down, and totally deftroyed, and
the country, for at leaft feven miles
round it, reduced into a wildernefs for
ever.
¢ SomEe, indeed, of the French cabal,
obje@ed againft the deftruction of Lon-
don, at firft alledging, that it would
bring a vaft revenue to the crown of
France, by its cuftoms; but it wasan-
fwered, that it was abfolutely neceflary,
that that city fhould be utterly deftroy-
ed, becaufe the King of France could
never otherwife fecurely hold the Bri-
¢7fb kingdoms in fubjection ; and that if
London were fuffered to flourifh, it would
not only be an overmatch for Parzs, but
might in time contend again with France,
and even with the whole world for empire
as well as trade, as Rome did of old.
The total deftruction therefore of Lox-
don being finally concluded on, the next
refolution was, that all the landed men,
and wealthy monied men in England
that were to be fpared, and not cut off,
Papifts as well as Proteftants, fhould be
tranfported into France, but with this
H a2 ¢ diffe-
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difference, that the Profeffants thould
be made flaves and drudges, and the
Papifts {hall have equivalents given them

* in France for their eftates in England.
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For thefe purpofes it was concluded,
that the French officers thould have the
gentlemens eftates given them ; and that
an equal number of day-labourers, and
poor French families, thould have been
brought over inftead of the tranfplanted
Britifh captives, in order to inhabit and
cultivate the defolate countries; which
was judged the only beft and fecureft
method, to put the Englifh for ever out
of condition to revolt, or endeavour to
recover their /zberties and pofieffions, or
to be any hindrance to the French King
to gain and preferve the univerfal mo-
narchy of Europe. And for the better
fecuring the French monarchy, and pre-
venting the Bsztfb from attempting any
change, an edié? was agreed upon to be
publifhed in duc time, viz. That none
of the tranfplanted Englifh fhould ever
return again to their own country on
pain of death.  As for King Fames, tho’
his title was fpecioufly to be made ufe
of, particularly at firft, in order to divide
the Engli/b amongft themfelves, that
they might, all of them, become the
more eafily a prey to France; yet he
himfelf, tho’ he knew but little of the
main French defign, was brought under

¢ {pe-
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fpecial obligation, not to have meddled
with the government, any otherwife,
than as he fhould be direGted by the
French King, until firft the crown of
France thould receive fixty and four mil-
lions fterling to be paid out of the pro-
dué of Britain and Ireland *. But then
they had all fecretly agreed, which King
¢ Fames and his Britifh friends were to
¢ know nothing at all of, that before the
fum could poffibly be raifed, they would
find means to get rid both of him and his
fon ; and thus fecure the pofieffion for
ever to the crown of France, by virtue
of the relation that the families of Or-
leans and Savoy had to the royal family
of Britain, as the next in the lineal fuc-
ceflion thereof, in cafe of no male iffue
by King Fames; for a daughter, whom
they had in their power, they could al-
ways difpofe of, as they found it moft
for their intereft.”

THE author from whence 1 tranfcribed
this, makes this obfervation thereon.
* Now, fayshe, if our prefent bigh-church
¢ could have their wifh, that is, the pre-
¢ tender in the room of King George, they
¢ cannot expect things to be put on a bet-
¢ ter foot, than they expetted from the
¢ reftoration of King Fames the Second.
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* How many more milions are they now, after the
efcaping their hands for above fir#y years, when they
were become fo many in no more then right years time 2
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And if the confequences of his reftora~
tion would have been, what the former
account makes fully appear; what have
we not to expect from tht fettling his
pretended fon on the "throne now, con-
fidering it cannot be don¢ without the
¢ fame affiftances? And what vaftly a
¢ greater debt is now between us and the
¢ French King upon that fcore, than there
¢ was at that time? If it is poffible,”’ fays
“ he, for a fory, a bigh-church-man, a
¢ jacobite, or a perfon poifoned with prin-
¢ ciples deftructive of his religion, and na-
¢ tive country, to be cool and refle&, let
© him weigh the differences between a
¢ peaceable, quiet fubjeftion to the pre-
¢ fent government, and the violent firug-
© gles there muft be to fubvert it, with
© the certain confequences of it, a foreign
¢ flavery.” And I add, Can the Ethiopian
change is fkin, or the Leopard his fpots 2
Then may they do gsod that are accuffom-
ed to do evil.  And fo, we need not wonder
at, but with contempt look upon all the
factious attempts of Caleb and his party
againft the prefent government. They
may endeavour to perfuade us, it is in de-
fence of our liberties; but let us beware
of them, they defign to enfnare us, that
they may enflave us. They are like their
father the devil, and can put themfelves
into any fhape to deceive. There is no
medium between his prefent Majefty allwd
the
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the pretender ; they that oppofe the former
in any fhape, are for the latter.  All the
ridiculous and foolifth parallels they have
drawn, and the traiterous ftuff they have
vented, are naufeous to the wife, tho’
pleafingto a few fools. But his Majefty’s
wifdam is our défence, and therefore not
to be moved by fuch deceitful, wicked,
and impertinent {criblers, as in the leaft to
doubt of the fidelity of his fervants, who
for their zeal for the true intereft of the
nation are the glory of his kingdom.

IT muft be confefled, that her Majefty
Queen Anne reigned very glonouﬂy over the
Britifh nation for fome years, and the glories
of her reign might have fhined with the
fame brightnefs, or greater, to the end,
had they not been eclipfed by evi/ counfel-
lors, and the bafe defigns, which fome
were carrying on, under a pretended zeal
for the church, and concern for the pre-
rogative of the crown. And had God, as
our iniquities deferved, , fuffered them to
have gone a little farther, and given time
for their conceived mifchiefs to have
brought forth, what a dreadful fcene
thould we then have had before us? Our
civil and religious privileges taken away ;
our gocds and eftates confifcated ; our po-
fterity left to inherit nothing but popery and
Slavery, and a civil and bloody war muft
have been commenced in our nation. But
God, who has often faved us by his kind

H 4 provi-
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providence, interpofed once more in our
tavour, and upon the demiife of her Maje-
fty, who, herfelf began to make fome
change, all their counfels were turned in-
to foolifhnefs, and their deep laid defigns
overthrown ; the Proteflant fucceffion im-
mediately takes place; the regency is put
into the hands of wife and faithful mi-
nifters, and his excellent Majefty King
George is proclaimed throughout the whole
kingdom, with the greateft joy and fatif-
faction ; the hopes of the pretender are
entirely cut off, no foreign power daring
yet to give him affiftance. '
A RIGHT reverend prelate ¥, who was
far enough from flattery, in the worft of
times, fpeaking of the reign of this famous
Queen, fays, in the preface to his four Ser-
mons thus, ¢ Such was the fame of her ad-
¢ miniftrations at home; fuch was the re-
putation of her wifdom, and felicity in
choofing minifters, and fuch was then
cfteemed their faithfulnefs and zeal, their
diligence and great abilities, in executing
her commands; to fuch a height of mi-
litary glory did her grear General, and
her armies carry the Britifb name abroad ;
fuch was the harmony and condu&, be-
twixt her and her allies; and fuch was
the blefling of God upon all her councils
and undertakings ; that I am as fure, as

e N A A A A A N A A A

* Bifbop of St. Afaph,
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hiftory can make me, no prince-of ours
was ever yet {o profperous and fuccefsful,
fo loved, efteemed, and honoured by their
fubjects, and their friends, nor near fo
formidable to their enemies. We were,
as all the world imagined then, juft en-
tring on. the way that promifed to lead
to fuch.a peace, as would have anfwered
all the prayers of our religious Queen,
the care and vigilance of a2 moft able mi-
niftry, the payments of a willing and
obedient people, as well as all the glo-
rious toils and hazards of the foldiery.
When God for our fins, permitted the
fpirit of difcord to go forth and to
fpoil for a time this beautiful and plea-
fing profpec, and gives us in its ftead I
know not what Our enemies, fays
he, will tell the reft with pleafure.’

CHAP,
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Containing the three firff years of
the reign of King George 1.

H E death of Queen Anne, and the

fucccffion in the illuftrious houfe of
Hanover taking place, occafioned a very
great, but a happy change in the affairs of
this kingdom, and gave new life to the
Proteftant intereft throughout Europe. A
large body of Englifh grey-headed gentle-
men, who intended to have graced his
Majefty’s public entry, having obtained an
order' from the lords of the regency for
their admiffion into the grand Cavalcade,
propofed to‘ride on white horfes, in their
own grey hair, and white camblet cloaks,
with a nofegay in their right hands, com-
pofed of an Orange *, inclofed with Lau-
rel 4. They defigned to have formed
themfelves into fix companies, to have

* The Orange in remembrance of the great Nassau,
who left us this thricc happy legacy.

+ Tue Laurel in commemoration of the always viéto-
rious Foi duke of Marlborough, who undauntedly by his
fword, rather obtained, than preferved for us, the poffef-
fion of this entail, which is the bulwark of the Proteflant
zeligion.

con-
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confifted of fwenty four gentlemen in each;
a captain and mufic in the front, and an
officer at the head of every company, at-
tended by their refpeive fervants in live-
ries on foot, with mufic in the centre and
the rear; but were prevented in the exe-
cution of this their purpofe, by his Maje-
fty’s not to foon, but unexpected happy ar-
rival; béfore the faid gentlemen could form
themfelves into fuch proper order as be-
came the reception of that monarch that
holds the ballance of Europe. 'They in the
year 1723 prefented to his Majefty at Sz.
Fames’s, and to their royal highnefles, the
prince and princefs of Wales, at Lemﬁer—
hboufe, a congratulatory poem on his Maje-
fty’s fafe and happy return to his Brizifh
dominions. At both which places the
gentlemen were gracioufly received, and
kad the honour of kiffing his Majefty’s
hand, as alfo thofe of their royal high-
nefles.

On the 4th of Auguft, 1714. a letter
figned by the reverend Mr. Tongue of Sai-
ters-hall, was fent to fome of the Baptift
minifters, defiring them to meet feveral
of the Pﬂdobapz‘z/i minifters on Monday
enfuing, at Hamlin's Coffee-houfe, to hear
fuch matters as fhould be propofed to them.
Being mct, Mr. Tongue reprefented ; that
whereas there had formerly been a com-
mittee of the three denominations of Diffen-
ters, to confult of public affairs for the

good
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good of the whole, it was thought conve-
nient, and defired by feveral perfons, that
that committee fhould again be revived.
To which all that were prefent agreed.
Now two of this committee being dead, vz2.
Mr. fofeph Stennet, and Mr. Fobn Piggott,
it was propofed to them, to fpeak to thofe
of their denomination, to choofe two in
their room, to meet with the committee
when they fat: And on the fame day in the
afternoon, this matter was reprefented to
thofe elders and minifters of the Baptift
churches who met weekly at the Hanover
Coffee-houfe in Finch-lane, who approved
of the reviving of the aforefaid committee ;
and they chofe Mr. Richard Allein, and
Mzr. Benjamin Stinton, to {upply the pla-
ces of the gentlemen deceated. But the
deceafed having been often reflected upon
for ating as reprefentatives of the whole,
when chofen only by a part ; therefore, to
prevent the like for the future, and in or-
der to cultivate a better correfpondence
among the Baprift minifters of both par-
tics, the chofen perfons thought fit to fum-
mons the whole body of Bapts# minifters
in and about London, both particulars and
generals, and they met together at the
Hanover Coffee-boufe, on Wednefday, Au-
guft 17. enfuing. Being acquainted with
the occafion of their being called together,
viz. The choofing perfons to reprefent
them in the committee, if they approved
0
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of alting in conjunction with the other
Diffenters, as before, and the fettling a
better union, and correfpondence among
themfelves.

AFTER fome debates upon the firft of
thefe, the queftion was put, Whether the
Bapt:fts fhould continue to act in conjun-
¢tion with the other denominations of Dif-
fenters, in addrefling the King, or in any
other’ thing that related to the public in-
tereft of the whcle? And it paffed in the
affirmative ; and then the fame three per-
fons were chofen by balloting, who had
been chofen before by the particular Bap-
tifts only.

THE other thing propofed by calling 7% pars:-
this meeting was zmammozyly approved, “l’”‘

genera,
and they agreed to meet again that day Bapigs
month, to confider further of it; and miniffers
when they met on that day, they agrced, unite.
in order to maintain a good affection and
correfpondence, to keep this meeting once
a month ; and that it fhould confift only
of the elders of the baptized churches.
M. fenkins was chofen fecretary, and fe-
veral orders to render it the more ufeful
were refolved upon. But this laudable
and good defign ioon dwindled and came
to nothing. Why? Becaufe it was the
refult of ecclefiaflicks only, who are rarely
fouad to be good politicians. Had they
joined with themfelves one or two from
each of their churches of the moft pruden;

an
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and moderate of their laity, I doubt not
but a glorious harmony and good corre-
fpondence would have continued with
thens until now. Let them but try the
cxperiment,  The whole Baptift intereft
urited in fuch a manner muft confequent-
ly tend very much to its reputation and
encreafe.

Soon after his Majefty’s arrival in thefe
kingdoms, the committee of the three de-
nominations prepared an addrefs to be pre~
fented to him; The whole body of the
diffenting minifters met together, and ap-
proved the addrefs. Dr. Williams was
chofen to prefent it; and it was agreed,
that every minifter thould accompany him
on this occafion.

The united  IT was prefented to his Majefty, at his

ﬁ%,’}jm court at St. Fames's, Sept. 28. 1714.

the King. They were introduced by his grace the
duke of Devonfhire, and had all the honour
to kifs his Majefty’s hand ; and afterwards
the Prince’s, to whom they were intro-
duced by his grace the duke of Argyle.

THE addrefs, with his Majefty’s anfwer,
was put into the Gazette of Saturdav,
Oit. 2. 1714. 212,

¢ T9
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¢ To the King’s moft excellent Majefly,
The bumble Addrefs of the Proteftant dif-

¢ fenting minifiers, of the feveral deno-
< minations, in and about the city of
¢ London, &e.

¢ May it pleafe your Majefly,
WITH thankfuluefs and joy, equal
to the great occafion, we congra-
tulate your Majefty’s peaccable acceffion
to the throne, and your own, and the
Prince’s fafe arrival ; the merciful return
of many ardent prayers.
¢ WueN we recollect your Majefty’s
defcent from the King and Queen of
Bohemia, thofe renowned patrons of the
Proteftant religion, we cannot but adore
the divine providence, which has now
rewarded their fufferings for that caufe,
in their royal off-fpring with a crown,
that renders your Majefty the head of the
whole Proteflant intereft. But your
Majefty’s zeal for the fame religion,
your known affection for the Jbertzes of
Europe, and the rights of mankind;
with your other cclebrated virtues; give
us the fureft profpect, that the bleflings
of your reign will be as extenfive as your
power.
¢ THE parliamentary entail of the crown
upon your illuftrious houfe, we have
ever efteemed one of the greateft blef-
' ¢ fings

III
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fings procured for us, by our late glori-
ous deliverer King William, of immor-
tal memory. To this happy fettlement
we have ftedfaftly adhered againft all
temptations and dangers. Our zeal here-
in has been owned to be very confpicu-
ous, by thofe noble patriots who now
furround your throne.

¢ WE hold no principles, but what do
in confcience obhige us to acknowledge
your Mcjefty for our only rightful and
lawful fovereign, and to do every thing
in our power to fupport your title and
government againft ail pretenders what-
foever.

¢ Your Majefty’s wife and gracious de-
claration, for which we render our un-
feigned thanks, does fenfibly relieve us
under our prefent hardfhips, and gives
us ground to hope, that as we are infepa-
rably united in intereft and fafety, with
all that adhere to the fucceffion and mo-
narchy as by law eftablithed, fo we
thall fhare in that protection and favour,
which will make us happy with the ref
of your fubjects,

¢ We fhall conftantly pray, for the
long life and profperity of your Majefty ;

“for tiieir royal highneffes, the Prince and

Princefs of #7z/es, and all the branches
of your auguft family. May that God,
by whom Kkings reign, help you fo to
employ vour mighty power and intereft,

¢ that
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¢ that it may be your Majefty’s glory, to
¢ prote&t the Proteftant religion, to {up-
¢ prefs the profangnefs of the age, to heal
¢ the divifions of your people, to aflert the
¢ rights of the injured abroad, and to pre-
¢ ferve the ballance of Europe.

To which his Majefty returned this
gracious anfwer,

¢ I AMm very well pleafed with ‘your ex-
¢ & preflions of duty to me, and you may
¢ depend upon having my protection.’

Tue declaration mentioned in this ad-
drefs, was that which his Majefty had
made in council, Sepz.22. being the firft
time of his fitting in it, wherein his Maje-
fty exprefled himfelf thus.

¢ I TAKE this occafion alfo to exprefs
to you, my firm purpofe, to do all that
is n my power, for fupporting and
maintaining the churches of England and
Scotland, as they are feverally by law
eftablithed, which, I am of opinion,
may be effeGually done, without the
leaft impairing the Toleration, allowed
by law to Proteftant Diflenters, {o agree-
ble to Chriftian charity, and fo neceffa-
ry to the trade and rniches of this king-
dom.’

s A N A A A A A A A~
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Stokes AT the latter end of this year there was

publilbes a o \ittle pamphlet publifhed in defence of

defence of . P ar

If. Bap- Infant Baptifin, by Mr. Yofeph Stokes, a

tifm. refbyterian minifter at Horfbam in Suffex,
intitled, A furvey of Infant Baptifin, and
the mode of baptifing.

THERE is nothing new advanced in it,
only the common arguments practically
handled ; much the fame with what Mr.
Burkit had done before him; a method
adapted to take with the populace, and
affect the paflions of tender and indulgent
mothers and nurfes ; but will never juftify
therr practice with the wife and judicious
part of mankind. This book did not re-
vive the controverly, for little or no no-
tice was taken of it; nor did any body
think fit to make any return to it.

THE author endeavoured to have got it
recommended to the world by Dr. 77z/-
liams, and fome others of the moft noted
prefbyterian minifters at London ; but up-
on his application to them was told, that
feeing things at prefent was quiet, and
there was a good harmony and correfpon-
dence between the two denominations,
they thought it not proper to do any thing
that thould break it; fo it came forth, on-

Amo  ly under the authority of his own name.

AN IN the year 1715. the Charity fchool
e Cha- i

vity febool OPOD. Hor[ely-down was {et up by the Pro-

wor  teftant diffenters, in which the Bapzifis

Horlely- have {o great a fhare, that in the fettle-

founded, ment
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ment thereof a peculiar regard is had to
their opinion.

IT was obferved, by fome of the mini-
fters in this part of the town, that the
church of England had diverfe "fchools of
this kind, and obliged all that were ad-
mitted into them, to go conftantly to the
eftablithed church, to learn the catechifm,
and ufe the ceremonies belonging to it
and that particular care was taken, to pre-
judice the children- againft the principles
and perfons of the Diffenters, and that ma-
ny pious perfons were tempted, through
poverty, to let their children be brougnt
up in contempt of their parents and reli-
gion.

THESE minifters thought it neceffary to
do all they could, towards the redrefling
of this grievance, ’and that while they fe-
parated from others, to maintain a more
pure religion, they ought not to come be-
hind them in works of charity ; therefore
refolved to attempt the fetting up of a
fchool, for the education of the children
of the’ poor, where they might not be un-
der fuch impofitions. “The Prefbyterians
had one or two fchools of this kind about
London ; but that this might be the more
ufeful and extenfive, they deﬁgned to form
this after fuch a manner, that the Profe-
Slant diflenters of each denomination might
unite in it,

Iz For
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For the promoting of this defign, fix
minifters *, three whereof were Baptifts,
agreed to fet up a leGture to be preached
every Lord’s day evening, at the meeting-
houfe of Mr. Benj. Stinton, which was
carried on by the faid fix minifters, Then
they recommended the defign to their fe-
veral friends and acquaintance, and it met
with fuch approbation and encouragement,
that a fubfcription of more than an bun-
dred a year was foon obtained.

Uron this the Subferibers were fum-
moned together, and they chofe fwelfve
from amongft themfelves to be managers
for the firft year, viz. the fix minifters
aforefaid, and fix lay-gentlemen §, three
of whom alfo were Baptifts.

THis being the firft public Charity
fchool, in which the Baptifts were an
equal part of the conftitution, as well as
one of the moft catholic foundations of any
yet in England; and becaufe fome great
attempts have been made by the Prefby-
terians, tho’ without fuccefs, to change
its conftitution, made me think it necefla-
ry, to ere¢t a monument thereunto, by
giving it a place in this hiftory, that after-
ages may know, upon what foundation
the fame was firft conftituted, and there-

* Tsaac Maudit, Benj.Stinton, Ri