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Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat

The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics,
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ...
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life
cannot be justified or maintained.

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively
Baptist.



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word.
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King,
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:” In the search for the
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other.

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:” This Latin quote has
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series.
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It has been a matter of regret with many, that the writings uf the
early members and ministers of the Baptist churches of this courtry
should be comparatively so little known. From various causes the pre-
sent appears to be a favourable time to reprint such of them as may
be deemed worthy of perpetuation, from their historical or theological
importance.
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These writings are confined to no peculiarity of sentiment, but em-
brace every topic of divine truth, which the word of God presents for
the salvation of the believer, as well as for the regulation of the church
of Christ.

To the Baptists, it will be seen, belongs the honour of first assert-
ing in this land, and of establishing on the immutable basis of just
argument and scripture rule, the right of every man to worship God as
conscience dictates, in submission only to divine command. Through
evil and through good report—* in cruel mockings and scourgings,
yea, moreover in bonds and imprisonments,”-they held fast to the liberty
of Christ.

Rejecting the authority of men in matters of faith, they wrote with
great simplicity and directness of purpose. Scripture alone was their
authority, and excepting some of their polemical works, their produc-
tions are remarkably free from that parade of learning which was the
fault of their age.

They were not however destitute of learning. Most of the early Bap-
tists had had a university education : and if this privilege was not en-
joyed by their successors, it was because the national seats of learning
.denied it to them. The names of Bampfield, Canne, Cornwell, Danvers,
Delaune, Du Veil, Denne, Grantham, Jessey, Knollys, Smyth, and
Tombes, not to mention others, afford sufficient proof that the Baptist
churches were not destitute of able and learned expounders of their
sentiments, eminent for their attainments both in classical and divine
knowledge.

The historical value of the works it is proposed to reproduce is very
great.  Their authors exercised no mean influence on the course of
national affairs during the period of Cromwell's protectorate, and they
became in subsequent reigns, as they had been in times preceding the
Commonsealth, the especial objects of ecclesiastical and political perse-
cution. These productions form therefore an important element in the
study of that eventful and stirring time. But especially interesting do
*hese works appear as the documents from which may be learnt the
upinions and the bitter trials of those men to whom the Baptist body
owes its existence in this country :—in whose stripes, and bonds, and
death, was laid the foundation of that liberty we now enjoy.
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As theological writers they are characterized by fervour of spirit; deep
study of the word of God ; great facility of application of divine truths
to passing events ; a holy attachment to “the truth as it is in Jesus;”
clear and pungent exhibitions of the word of life ; an uncompromising
adherence to the scriptures as the rule of doctrine, practice, and ecclesi-
astical organization and discipline; and finally, a fearless following of
their convictions, derived from the divine oracles.

There are also wanting for our congregational and family libraries works
of this kind. Tt is to be feared that as a body we are too ignorant of our
own history, and of the great and good men who lost all in the main-
tenance of our principles. Our young people especially need information
on these points. Moreover they are needed for the libraries of our
ministers. Even our collegiate institutions possess but very few, and
such as still exist are daily becoming more scarce and inaccessible. The
collection proposed would furnish at a very small cost a series of works
peculiarly adapted to their use.

It is proposed therefore to reprint by an annual subscription of ten
shillings and sixpence, all or such of the works of the early English, or
other Baptists, as the Council shall decide.

The series will include the works of both General and Particular Bap-
tists ; Records and Manuseripts relating to the rise and formation of the
Baptist churches; Translations of such works as may illustrate the
sufferings of the Baptists and the extension of their principles, together
with such Documents as are to be found only in large historical collections,
or may not yet have appeared in an accessible form. On the baptismal
controversy only those treatises will be given which are of acknowledged
worth or historic value. The whole will be accompanied with biogra-
phical notices of the authors, and with such notes and illustrations as
may be essential to their completeness. The publications will consist of
works produced before the close of the seventeenth century.

It is hoped that the cheapness of the works, combined with their in-
trinsic value, will ensure for them a wide circulation among every class
of readers. 'With a body of three thousand subscribers, the Council
will be enabled to issue t/iree octavo volumes annually. Itis obvious that
the larger the number of members, the more frequent will be the publi-
cation of the works.
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The following list comprises the names of some whose works are
intended to form part of the series ;—Bampfield, Blackwood, Bunyan,
Canne, Collier, Collins, Cornwall, Danvers, Delaune, Denne, Du Veil,
Drapes, Grantham, Griffith, Helwys, How, Jeffrey, Jessey, Keach,
Kiffin, King, Knollys, Lawrence, Palmer, Powell, Pendarves, Smyth,
Stennett, Tombes, Roger Williams, &c., &ec.

The first volume of the Society’s publications, containing “ Tracts on
Liberty of Conscience,” edited by Mr. Epwarp Bean UnpErnILL, is
now in the hands of the subscribers. The second volume, consisting of
the Unpublished Records of the Broadmead Church, Bristol, from
1640—1686, will be immediately sent to press, to complete the first
year’s subscription.

As considerable delay has unavoidably occurred in discovering and
acquiring the exceedingly rare tracts it is proposed to reprint, the first
subscription will be carried on to the end of the present year, by which
time the volumes for the years 1845—6, will have been published.

On the 1st of January, 1847, the second subscription will be regarded
as due. The immediate transmission of subscriptions, and the names of
additional subscribers, are requested, that no disappointment may be
experienced in obtaining the volumes, since only a limited number
are printed beyond what are actually subseribed for.

Terms of Subscription.

1. Every subscriber of ten shillings and sixpence annually will be entitled to one copy of
every work issued during the year of his subscription.

2. Subscriptions will be considered due, in advance, on the first of January of every
year,

3. Ministers obtaining fen subscribers annually will be entitled to one copy of each work
published in the year for which such subscriptions are paid.

4. Books will be delivered, free of expense, in London, Edinburgh, and Dublin, from
which places they will be sent at the cost of the subscriber by any channel he may
appoint.

Subscriptions will be received by the Treasurer, at Vassall Road, Kennington, by the
Honorary Secretaries, Dr. DAVIES, at Stepney College, and Mr. UNDERHILL, of Avening
House, near Stroud, or by any member of the Council; also by Mr. G. Or¥og, jun., Secre-
tary, Baptist Mission House, Moorgate Street, London, to whom all communications for
the Society should be addressed.

J. Haddon, Castle Street, Finshury.



ADVERTISEMENT.

In the prospectus of the Hanserd Knollys Society
it was stated, that “to the baptists belongs the honour
of first asserting in this land, and of establishing on the
immutable basis of just argument and scripture rule,
the right of every man to worship God as conscience
dictates, in submission only to divine command.”

The Council have now the pleasure of laying before
the Subscribers the earliest writings extant in our lan-
guage, on this deeply important subject.

They were the first articulations of infant liberty.
The voice of truth and Christianity was heard in the
mild and gentle entreaties of their despised and calum-
niated authors: unfortunately it was unheeded, and
soon spake in the whirlwind and the storm of contending
armies and national convulsion.

Happier times have succeeded, and it is permitted us
to reap the fruits of the humble, but noble and self-
denying labours of these pioneers of the soul’s freedom.
They fell martyrs  for conscience’ sake ;” it were
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ingratitude to withhold a coronal of deserved commen-
dation, wreathed from the bright leaves and blossoms
of the tree they planted in sorrow, and watered with
their blood ; but under whose shadow it is our happi-
ness to live.

It is scarcely necessary to add, that the Council must
not be held responsible for the sentiments contained in
these pieces ; their duty is accomplished by laying before
their brethren these memorials of our forefathers without
alteration or abridgment. ,

The Editor is alone responsible for the notes and
illustrations, which are uniformly placed in brackets.
IIe has to regret that in one instance he was unable
to discover a copy of the original edition.

The Historical Introduction closes with the reign of
Mary, as the accession of much new and original matter
relating to the baptists of Elizabeth’s reign, would, if
added, have unduly enlarged the size of the volume :
it will however form a most appropriate introduction to

the next.

Epwarp Brax UNDERHILL.

Ouxford, April 13, 1846.



CONTENTS.

I. HisToricAarn INTRODUCTION,—

PAGE.

1. Henry VIIL ..o ix.

2. Edward VI. lviii.

3. The Baptists .........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii Ixxiii.

cxiv.

CXxii.

1

83

IV. An~ HumsrLE SuppLicaTiON TO THE KING'S MAJESTY ...ioienni..l 181
V. Tae Necessity oF TOLERATION IN MATTERS OF RELIGION......... 233

VI. AN HumBLE PETITION AND REPRESENTATION OF THE ANABAPTISTS 287

VII. A PrLes rFor TOLERATION OF OPINIONS AND PERSUASIONS IN

MATTERS OF RELIGION, DIFPERING FROM THE CHURCH OF
Encranp.......... e v e eteetaeaeaas 309

VIII. Sion's GROANS FOR HER DISTRESSED, OR SOBER ENDEAVOURS TO
PREVENT INNOCENT BLOOD, &C.........oiivivienaeninaaenennenns . 343

1X. AbpDpENDA

X. InbpEx







AN

HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION.

SECTION 1.

HENRY VIIIL

AMIDST the many eminent and remarkable events that
signalized the rise and establishment of the Reformation in
England—next after the introduction of the word of God,
translated, and for the first time printed in the language of
the people, in the year 1526, by the martyr Tyndale—there
is not one of greater moment, nor so productive of large and
continuing results, as the transference to the reigning sove-
reign of the ecclesiastical authority till then exercised by the
pope. The exaltation of the royal prerogative above all
ecclesiastical claims, and the imposition of a form of belief,
accordant with the convictions or policy of the secular magis-
trate, were leading features of that great movement. To
this, duty, based on a supposed right, sternly called him,
even should it lead to the forfeiture of the life of a conscien-
tious opponent. Thus in every country where the Reforma-
tion took root, and flourished, the church became subordinate
to the civil power. The royalties of Jesus Christ were

swallowed up in the regale of human potentates.
b
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It is not within our object to relate the tortuous policy
unremittingly pursued by noble, priest, and king, during
the early part of the sixteenth century, by which the way
was prepared for the bringing in of the reformed doctrines ;
nor to mark those preliminary steps, which, terminating in
the fall of Cardinal Wolsey, who had exercised a more
than papal authority over the land, ushered in a complete
change in the religious policy of the state.

But taking up at this point our national history, we shall
briefly sketch, from its rise to its settlement in 1603, that
interference of the secular power in the things of God, which
has proved itself to be alike fatal to liberty of conscience,
and to the scriptural form and purity of the church of Christ.

It is not improbable that the ambitious cardinal, failing in
all his efforts to obtain the triple crown, and foiled at his own
weapons by the very parties he was endeavouring to cajole,
had at last conceived the idea of erecting an ecclesiastical
authority in England which should be free from papal con-
trol.! In the matter of the divorce of Henry from queen
Katharine, he had sought to obtain unlimited powers. He
wished that the sentence of his legantine court should be final,
subject neither to the revision nor to the reversal of the pope.*

But “his last and highest office as vicar-general, had
brought into this kingdom a species of authority, altogether
unknown; and in doing this, he had put a cup to the lips of
his royal master, and afforded him one taste, for the first
time, of the sweetness of dominion over all the clergy of the
kingdom.”

In the cardinal’s service had been trained Thomas Crom-
well.  For some time his employment was that of secretary:
but he had been particularly useful to his master, in the

1 Tyndale’s Practice of Prelates. p.103. Tierney’s edition.
Works, vol. i. p. 480. Russell’s edit. # Anderson’s Annals of the English
2 Dodd’s Church History, vol. i.  Bible, vol. i. p. 224.
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suppression of certain monasteries, the revenues of which
were devoted to the establishment of Wolsey’s colleges at
Oxford and Ipswich. By and by we shall find him acting
ag vicar-general also, and following, with no mean results, in
the steps of his predecessor.

The authority exercised by the cardinal, as legate a latere,
especially in the celebrated trial of queen Katharine, was
the proximate cause of his fall. This power, having its
existence in the arrogant claims of the papacy, had been
often a matter of parliamentary interference, denunciation,
and enactment; and was therefore exercised in defiance of
the law. But those statutes were inoperative. ¢ Several
cardinals before Wolsey had procured, and executed with
impunity, a legantine power which was clearly contrary to
them ;” and, in his case, with the full knowledge and appro-
bation of the king, who had even granted letters patent to
Wolsey, freeing him from the legal consequences of this
breach of the nation’s law.* This, however, mattered not;
Wolsey must fall, and with him the papal supremacy. That
fall made way for the elevation of his servant Cromwell, the
instrument in the hand of God to overthrow the domination
of Rome.

Many things also conspired to render the assumption of a
regal sovereignty over the church, palatable to all classes of
the community. The adherents of the new learning, a rapidly
increasing section of the people, of course saw without
regret the papal tiara trodden in the mire. To them such
an event appeared as the “beginning of days,” as “life from
the dead.” Their conviction of the religious errors of Rome,
and their attachment to the life-giving truths of the scrip-
tures, just put so providentially into their hands, led them to
hail with joy the dethronement of antichrist. Experience

Burnet’s Hist. of Reformation, vol. i. p. 204. 8vo. edit. Oxford.
b2
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had not taught them, as it has their posterity, how bitter are
the streams that flow from the fountain of ecclesiastical
authority and power, when diluted and measured out by
regal hands.

Not much less desirable, though for other reasons, did this
assumption appear to the adherents of the old learning. The
nation had through long centuries sighed and groaned, uttering
often inarticulate moanings, while suffering the intolerable
exactions of the papal see. Its wealth was for ever flowing
into the coffers of the church, enriching a gorgeous ceremo-
nial, and gloating an idle priesthood. All classes were
impoverished by the innumerable levies made upon them.
Crowds of cowled monks, bare-footed friars, and Sir priests,
of innumerable grades,® lined the avenues of heaven and hell,
to tax earth’s pilgrims, stumbling on their way, to those
regions of joy and woe. And again, these publicans and tax-
gatherers, were themselves taxed, and their merchandize of
souls excised, to sustain the triple crown in its grandeur, and
in its pride.® Good catholics mourned over this, and longed
for some relief.

The papacy itself had lost much of its former power and
dread. But a few years since, and Rome, the “holy of
holies” of Christendom, had been pillaged, and the pope, its
high priest, a prisoner. And now its bulls and its briefs, its
anathemas and its blessings, were alike unheeded by the
nations, except so far as policy dictated their observance, or
desired their fragment of influence. Mightier than human
words were being uttered with unwonted power, and souls
were emancipated from the chains of error and superstition.

The king’s cherished project of a divorce from Katharine

8 « For there one sort are your grace,  vicar, and at the last cometh in simple
your holiness, your fatherhood: another  Sir John.”—Tyndale's Pract. of Pre-
my lord bishop, my lord abbot, my lates. Works, vol. i p. 39G.

lord prior ; another master doctor, 8 1bid, p. 433.
father, bachelor, master parson, master
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of Aragon, his queen, seemed also on the point of failing.
The pope, now subject to the wishes of the emperor Charles
the Fifth, the uncle of the queen, dared not pronounce a
judgment in Henry’s favour. Universities, English and
foreign, had in vain determined from scripture and canon
law, the unlawfulness of his marriage with his brother’s wife,
and the invalidity of the pope’s dispensation to authorize the
same ; Rome was silent. That divorce was destined to pluck
the fairest jewel of the papal tiara from its gorgeous setting,
«“ To the intent that the living may know that the MosT HicH
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will,
and setteth up over it the BASEST OF MEN.”7

The House of Commons, after seven years repose, was sum-
moned to meet in 1529. It evinced much determination to
limit the extortions and immunities, so long, and so profitably
to the papacy, submitted to. Their short session of about
six weeks, was signalized by a bold and successful attack
upon some of the leading sources of clerical wealth. Certain
bills for the correction of the abuses of ecclesiastical power,
were passed, and soon laid before the Lords; but they left not
the hands of the Commons “ without severe reflections on the
vices and corruptions of the clergy of that time; which were
believed to flow from men who favoured Luther’s doctrine in
their hearts.”® It was not without much debate, and oppo-
sition from the clergy, the conservators of all profitable
abuses, that the bills were suffered to pass; Fisher, bishop of
Rochester, bitterly complaining, that “the charge of abuses
on the hierarchy proceeded from disaffection, and that no-
thing would content the Commons, but pulling down the
church.”

This disaffection must have proceeded to some consi-
derable extent, even to something like free-thinking, if a

7 Dan. iv. 17. 149. Collier's Eccles. Hist. iv, 131,
8 Burnet, History of Reformation, i.  8vo. edit.
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notable speech, recorded by Herbert, may be taken as an
indication of what was passing in thoughtful minds; * Be-
cause the chief business of man’s life,” says this unnamed
member of the Commons, “is to inquire into the means of
being happy for ever, it is fit he should not resign himself to
chance, but carefully compute upon the qualities and conduct
of his spiritual guides. . . .. Every man may collect the more
essential and demonstrative parts of his own religion, and
lay them by themselves. Neither ought he to be overruled
in his freedom by the discountenance of any other persuasion.
Having thus exerted his reason, and implored the assistance
of the Supreme Being, his next business will be to find out
what inward means Providence has furnished for a test of
truth and falsehood. . . . Clear universal truths should be first
ascertained; they will never check the progress of our faith,
nor weaken the aunthority of the church. So that whether
the eastern or the western Christians, whether my lord of
Rochester or Luther, whether Eccius or Zuinglius, Krasmus
or Melancthon, are in the right, we of the laity shall suffer
nothing by the disagreement.” 9 A sign truly, was such lan-
guage as this, of a coming change. Superstitions were
relaxing their grasp; a new era was about to dawn upon the
prostrate religion and liberty of man. For once, the church
was verily in danger; it was the distant flash of the ap-
proa hing storm. Once more parliament prohibited all suits
to the court of Rome for dispensations on non-residence and
pluralities, and this time not without effect. It is the first
successful blow at the papal supremacy in England.

The time is come for its overthrow. Another power, as
much opposed to liberty of conscience, will gather up the
fragments, and, having fashioned them anew, rule for centu-
ries more in the temple of God. Cromwell’s services to

9 (ollier, iv. 132 —134,
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Wolsey are nearly at an end, and he must seek another
master. Not an unfaithful servant, nor wanting in diligence,
he had not failed to profit in the service of ambition, chi-
canery, and intrigue. He has a secret of state-craft worth
communicating ; to no one more valuable than to Henry,
now styled by papal grace, “Defender of the Faith.” ...
“ And, forasmuch, as now his majesty had to do with the
pope, his great enemy, there was in all England none so apt
for the king’s purpose, which could say or do more in that
matter, than could Thomas Cromwell.” The necessity of
the case puts the king’s hatred of this “apt” man in abey-
ance; and an interview, the germ of many future things, is
had in the king’s ¢ garden at Westminster, which was about
the year of our Lord 1530.”

After his “most loyal obeisance, doing duty to the king,”
Cromwell proceeds to make especially “manifest unto his
highness, how his princely authority was abused, within his
own realm, by the pope and his clergy; who, being sworn
unto him, were afterwards dispensed the same, and sworn
anew unto the pope, so that he was as but half king, and
they but half his subjects, in his own land; which was dero-
gatory to his crown, and utterly prejudicial to the common
laws of his realm. Declaring therefore how his majesty
might accumulate to himself great riches, so much as all the
clergy in his realm was worth, if it so pleased him to take
the occasion now offered.” Advice this, admirably adapted
to be “right well liked” by the royal listener; nor was the
occasion suffered to pass without its due and profitable im-
provement.!

With the parliament of 1531, just previous to which this
memorable interview took place, the clergy also assembled in
convocation. The first subject laid before them was Henry’s

! Fox’s Acts and Monuments, ii. 1076. edit. 1610,
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divorce, which was quickly despatched, the clergy seeming
satisfied that the marriage was unlawful. A far more weighty
question, one that touched their spiritual gains and immuni-
ties, remained behind. At the close of the year preceding,
an indictment had been brought into the king’s bench against
the clergy of England, for breaking the statutes against pro-
visors. A little while before, and cardinal Wolsey had fallen
beneath the penalties of a premunire for illegally exercising
his legantine authority ; now, all who had appeared in his
courts, or who in any way had acknowledged his unconstitu-
tional power, were involved in his guilt, and its consequent
forfeitures.? The king is but “following the vein” of Crom-
well’s counsel ; nor is he slow in availing himself of the aid of
his counsellor.

By whom can the rising wrath of the astonished clergy,
at this bold invasion of their time-sanctioned immunities and
jurisdiction, be sooner calmed, than by the man whose sug-
gestions threatened to evoke a storm of hierarchical indigna-
tion, before whose blast princes and potentates had often fled
away? Shall ecclesiastical power and assumption again rise
superior to royal and parliamentary control? Will the new
ropes be again broken lke a thread from off the arms?
of this

*¢ Giant of mighty bone; and bold emprise ? ”— Milton.

Nay, its hour is come! *Cromwell entering with the
king’s signet into the clergy-house, and then placing
himself among the bishops, began to make his oration—
Declaring unto them the authority of a king, and the
office of subjects, and especially the obedience of bishops
and churchmen under public laws, necessarily provided
for the profit and quiet of the commonwealth. ‘Which

2 Burnet, i. 104. 3 Judges xvi. 12,
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laws, notwithstanding, they had all transgressed and
highly offended, in derogation of the king’s royal estate,
falling in the law of premunire, in that not only they had con-
sented to the power legantine of the cardinal, but also in that
they had all sworn to the pope, contrary to the fealty of their
sovereign lord and king; and therefore had forfeited to the
king all their goods, chattels, lands, possessions, and what-
soever livings they had. The bishops hearing this, were not
a little annoyed, and first began to excuse and deny the
fact ; but after that Cromwell had shown them the very copy
of their oath, made to the pope at their consecration, and the
matter was so plain that they could not deny it, they began
to shrink and to fall to entreaty, desiring respite to pause
upon the matter.” *

Resistance was in vain—popular feeling was against them
—old attachments, the very superstitions on which they had
fattened, now availed them nothing—every compassionate
emotion for their pitiable condition was swallowed up in the
one absorbing idea of their rapacity and licentiousness;—by
the one they had exasperated the people, by the other loosened
all sense of moral and religious obligation. Submission was
the only course open to them, and to save their lands and
livings, a grant, by way of composition, was proposed of some
hundred and eighteen thousand pounds. * But now a ques-
tion rose, compared with which, the entire substance of the
whole body, their goods and chattels, their lands and livings,
were but like the drop of a bucket, or the small dust of the
balance ; a question which was to affect not England alone,
but Great Britain and Ireland, with all their dependencies
in other quarters of the world, for many generations. The
anticipated moment had now arrived when it was convenient
to divulge that no subsidy would be accepted, unless his

* Fox's Acts and Mon. ii. 1066.
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majesty were acknowledged in the petition or address as
‘Head of the Church.’”?

The immediate concurrence of the clergy could not be ex-
pected to this important and far-reaching measure. They
demurred as to the meaning of the words. Misunderstandings,
they said, might arise in future years, of a phrase so general,
and dangerous consequences would probably result. For
three days, in secret conclave, they debated the matter, with
hot words and strife. ~To hasten their decision, further
penalties were freely threatened by Lord Rochford, Cromwell,
and others of the king’s council. The sense of the house was
at last called for by archbishop Warham—the last of catholic
archbishops. Most were silent. He told them, ¢ Silence
implied consent.” ¢ Then we are all silent,” was the reply.
A more explicit resolution was ultimately agreed upon, the
king was acknowledged to be ¢ Supreme Lord and Protector,”
and also, as far as is consistent with the laws of the gospel,
“Supreme Head of the Church of England.” 6

Yet were they extremely unwilling to acknowledge, to
themselves or others, the true character of this fatal conces-
sion. They avoided all recognition of the compulsory nature
of the subsidy, so reluctantly granted to the king. It was
only a benevolence or gratuity, an evidence of their gratitude,
particularly for the king’s book against Luther, his active
suppression of heresies, and his gracious interference in
checking the insults of the Lutheran party. As for their
submission, it was “not only penned with a salvo, but thrown
into a parenthesis, as if it came in only by the by.” Any
reference to the premunire, or to the legantine authority of
Wolsey, their submission to which had prepared the way for
this sorc humiliation, was most carefully eschewed. Nine
bishops, sixty-two abbots and priors, with eighty-four of the

5 Aunderson, Annals, &c. 1, 292, 293, & Collier, iv. 178,
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clergy of the province of Canterbury, carried this obnoxious
measure.”

The convocation at York, led by Tunstal, the bishop of
Durham, the archbishopric being then vacant, yielded not so
soon to the king’s demand. This prelate protests against the
measure. IHe intimates that some heretics had already ques-
tioned the jurisdiction of their ordinaries, and sought to
escape the censures of the church, by appealing to the sup-
posed higher authority of the king. The words should be
therefore more precise. They might mean that the king was
supreme head in his dominions, under Christ, only in tem-
poral matters, which he would most willingly acknowledge ;
or they might be made to mean, that the king’s lordship, by
the laws of the gospel, related to both spirituals and tempo-
rals, than which nothing could be more contrary to the
teaching of the catholic church. To the former he would
most cheerfully subscribe, but against the latter he must
protest, and would enter his protest on the journals of the
convocation. These views of the bishop met with a no less
distinguished opponent than the king himself. *The bishop,”
says the royal polemic, “ had proved our Saviour the head of
the church, that he lodged the branches of his spiritual and
temporal jurisdiction in different subjects, that he made a
grant of the latter to princes, and that bishops were commis-
sioned for the other. But then the text cited, to prove obe-
dience due to princes, comprehends all persons, both clergy
and laity, and no order of the hierarchy is exempted. It is
true, you restrain this submission to temporal matters, but
the scripture expressions are general and without reserve.
For you do not stick to confess, that whatever power is
necessary for the peace of civil sociéty, is included in the
chief magistrates’ commission. From hence we infer, that

7 Collier, iv. 179.
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the prince is authorized to animadvert upon those who out-
rage religion, and are guilty of the breach of the divine
precepts.  For certainly we are not bound to give our own
laws a preference over those of God Almighty, nor punish
the violation of the one, and connive at the other. All spi-
ritual things, therefore, in which liberty or property is con-
cerned, are necessarily included in the prince’s power. Our
Saviour himself had a sacerdotal character, and yet submitted
to Pilate’s jurisdiction. And St. Paul, though a priest of
apostolical distinction, makes no scruple to say, ‘I stand at
Casar’s judgment-seat, where I ought to be judged.” ®

Such are the most important of the arguments advanced in
this valuable document; sufficient to evince the ignorance
of the high parties engaged, of the true nature of the church
of Christ. It also exhibits their unacquaintance with the
Christian laws of liberty and of obedience; by the one of
which the church is free from secular control, and by the
other bound to the observance of the statutes of the King
of kings, to whom alone belongs the power and the right to
punish all breaches of his precepts, in that community of
which he is the rightful and only Head. It is the priest and
the prince in conflict, for the exercise of an usurped power
over the consciences and souls of men. But the star of
princely power was in the ascendant, and York, in spite of
some other similar protests, must bend, with Caunterbury, to
the yoke.

The step thus successfully gained, did not however amount
to the entire rejection of the papal authority; it was not a
complete, nor an irrevocable separation of the kingdom from
the Roman obedience. A series of minor measures were
necessary before the end could come. All hope of compro-
mise with Rome was not yet abandoned, nor were the king’s
projects yet ripe for the full assertion of the nation’s eccle-

* Collier, iv. 183,
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siastical independence. It was, however, a golden opportu-
nity for the Commons to endeavour the destruction of the
many oppressive burdens under which the people groaned—
efforts which subserved the schemes of Henry, in his inter-
course with the Romish see.

At an early period of the parliamentary session of 1532,
which began upon the 15th of January, the Commons pre-
sented to the king an address, praying for reformation of the
many grievances occasioned by the immunities and privileges
of the clergy.? Though the supplication was well received,
two years elapsed before these grievances were entirely
redressed. The people were, however, gratified that their
complaints were at length listened to, and the hierarchy, with
the pope, kept in awe.

But the clergy deserved some recompence for their sub-
mission to the supreme head of the church, constrained as it
was. The abolition of the payment of annates, or first-
fruits, a year’s value of ecclesiastical benefices, demanded by
the see of Rome, was their reward. The convocation resolved
upon an address to their head concerning the matter; to him
not unwelcome. Was it not a practical acknowledgment of
his supremacy ? “May it please the king’s most noble grace,”
say they, “having tender compassion to the wealth of this his
realm, which hath been so greatly extenuate and hindered by
the payments of the said annates, and by other exactions and
slights, by which the thesaure of this land hath been carried

® Rapin, i. p. 795. “ Unto thelay- their abbies and cathedral churches,

men, whom they have falsely robbed,
and from which they have divided them-
selves, and made them a several king-
dom of themselves, they leave the paying
of toll, custom, tribute ; for unto all the
charges of the realm will they not. pay
one mite ; and the finding of all the
poor, the repairing of the highways and
bridges, the building and reparations of

chapels, colleges ; for which they send
out their pardons daily by heaps, and
gather a thousand pounds for every
hundred that they bestow truly.” Tyn-
dale, Pract. of Prel. Works, 1. 423.
Many curious particulars are to be
found of the  practices ” of the clergy,
in this remarkable production.



xxI1 HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION.

and conveyed beyond the mountains to the court of Rome,
that the subjects of this realm be brought to great penury,
and by necessity be forced to make their most humble com-
plaint for stopping and restraining the said annates, and other
exactions and expilations, taking for indulgencies and dispen-
sations, legacies and delegacies, and other feats, which were
too long to remember; to cause the said unjust exactions of
annates to cease, and to be foredoen for ever, by acts of this
his grace’s high court of parliament.” !
that upwards of two millions and a half had passed from the
country since the second year of Henry VIL.; on this account
alone parliament was not backward to fulfil their desires. It
was also an uprooting of one great branch of papal prerogative.
They accordingly resolved that annates should cease to be

It was calculated

levied, and that if his holiness would not accept a composition
of five per cent. for his trouble in drawing up bulls, sealing
them in lead, &c.? he should be opposed altogether in his
demands. Should he attempt to enforce their payment by
excommunications, interdict, or other censures, the clergy
were to be at liberty to disregard them, and to perform the
divine services “of holy church, or any other thing necessary
for the health of the souls of mankind as heretofore.” 3
Anti-papal principles must have been widely held, and
alienation of feeling from Rome very prevalent among all
classes of the people, that this provision against the papal
ban should be made at the clergy’s own request! TFor thus
runs their prayer—¢ Forasmuch as all good Christian men
be more bound to obey God than any man, it may please the
king’s most noble grace to ordain in this present parliament,

t Strype’s Memorials, 1. ii. 160, 8vo.  daily unto Rome, to purchase licence
edit. to wear a mitre and a cross, and gay
2 “ And asbishops pay for theirbulls,  ornaments, to be as glorious as the
even so do an infinite number of abbats  best.” Tyndale, Works, i, 434.
in Christendome. And other abbats 3 Dodd’s Ch, Hist. i. 236. Collier,
and priors send after the same ensample  iv. 187.
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that then the obedience of him and the people be withdrawn
from the see of Rome.”* Such a check to Romish exactions
was too consonant with the desires of the king and nation to
allow any delay in granting their request; yet with a
provision, that the king might confirm, or disannul the sta-
tute, or any part of it, within two years. In the following
year, however, it became by the king’s letters patent, the law
of the land. And thus another link, and that no unimportant
one, was broken, in the chain of the pope’s supremacy.

Gratifying as was this affair to the avarice of the clergy, it
is manifestly but another step in furtherance of the king’s
designs. He was not indifferent to the favourable opportu-
nity presented to him by the temper of the Commons, to
proceed in his “advised ” course. In all former periods, the
sovereign had encountered a clergy sustained by popular
religious feeling, but that had been outraged by their rapacity
and unrestrained licence through a long series of years. The
clergy now stood alone, to meet as they could the attack of a
monarch whom the people regarded as their friend and saviour.
For “the Commons, being resolutely bent to humble the
clergy to the very ground, remonstrated against them in
several articles, which all terminate in this;—that an inde-
pendent power in the clergy to make laws, though entirely
spiritual, was prejudicial to the civil magistrate, and deroga-
tory to the royal prerogative.” 3

In the formation and execution of ecclesiastical laws, ex-
empt from secular control, lay the great strength of the papal
hierarchy. Asbetween it and the state there was no differ-
ence of opinion upon the right of some party to impose forms
of belief, and to enjoin by a law, binding upon the conscience,
whether assenting or dissenting, the profession of some reli-
gious faith, then called the catholic faith. Thus the ground

4 Strype’s Memor. I. ii. 161 8 Dodd, i. 238.
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of conflict was narrowed to the question, whether the privilege
of making laws to bind the conscience should vest in the
church, or in the chief magistrate. This privilege the clergy
had most disgracefully abused, if indeed it can exist without
abuse, and the European mind had risen in revolt against it.
But such was the very partial prevalence of a purely religious
purpose among the secular authorities in the various stages
of the reformation, that it soon became evident that either
party must fail of attaining its object, or of preserving its
immunities, if left dependent on its own strength alone.
Hence, the universal fusion of the regal with the popular
power in every country where the reformation prevailed, the
conflicts which arose between Rome and its hitherto dependent
sovereigns, and the recognition by the reformers of the supre-
macy of the civil magistrate in matters of faith;—a supre-
macy as fatal to liberty of conscience as was that of Rome,
though perhaps, on the whole, not so liable to perversion.
Temporal interests, varying in character and power, may
clash or coalesce with the religious views of the secular
authority, to the production of a more moderate and vacil-
lating treatment of spiritual concerns. But to the attain-
ment of the one object of ecclesiastical rulers, the govern-
ment of man’s soul, all interests, of every kind, are made
subservient, and it is carried out with a singleness of aim
and purpose, not to be acquired by the state. To the secular
arm, however, the reformers trusted for their superiority over
Rome. That alone, they supposed, could or would assure the
final triumph of the gospel. This union was fatal to their
object, and jeopardized very early the existence of the
reformed churches. Less than half a century witnessed the
almost entire banishment of a pure and simple piety from the
communities thus allied.

The complaint of the Commons coincided with the views,
and met with the entire acquiescence of the king. ~ Full of
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alarm, the bishops and abbots returned distinct answers to
every part of the complaint. The time for defiance was
passed. Their independent action, their canonical authority,
their right to consecrate and administer the sacraments, to
censure erroneous opinions, and issue precepts concerning
faith and morals, were in peril; but they will not abandon
them without a struggle.

Had not the king sufficiently humbled them? Had they
not already submitted to a headship, questionable by secrip-
ture and canon law? What then will be their position, if
they yield their prescript, and hitherto uncontrolled privi-
leges, into the hands of the civil magistrate ?

Has the inanity of age, or the darkening shadow of their
coming fate, paralyzed the uplifted arm, at which nations and
mighty monarchs have often trembled, that words of per-
suasion and entreaty must suffice to screen their feebleness ?

Verily their glory has waned; it is ready to vanish away;
the magic spell of centuries is broken.

Such pleas, however, as can be found, shall be employed.
Humility, a stranger to these priestly men, and flattery, not
unknown to them, are heard once more to speak, perhaps
somewhat mechanically, from priestly lips; ¢ After our most
humble wise, with our most bounden duty of honour and
reverence to your most excellent majesty, endued of God
with most incomparable wisdom and goodness; pleaseth it
the same to understand that we, your orators, and daily
bounden bedesmen, the ordinaries, have read and perused a
certain supplication, which the Commons of your grace’s most
honourable parliament now assembled, have offered unto your
highness, and by your command delivered to us, to make
thereunto answer.” And what, if they have fallen foul of
the constitution, and made canons contradictory to the laws
of the realm; and passed ecclesiastical regulations without
the assent of the laity or the crown; and trespassed somewhat

4
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upon the royal prerogative; and oppressed liberty and pro-
perty, interdicting lands and estates; and menaced with
excommunication every breach of their spiritual injunctions.
Is not their authority founded upon the holy scripture, and
the resolutions of holy church?—on grounds and principles
unquestionable, proper to test and try the reasonableness
of all other laws, both temporal and spiritual? By this rule,
therefore, they profess themselves willing to amend all
that is amiss, and hope his highness will not be backward
to alter such laws of the state as deviate from the inspired
writings, or clash with the privileges of the church, so that
harmony may prevail between both societies.

Displeasure appears upon the brow of their supreme head.
Their humility and flattery are alike unavailing to move his
determination, or to repress his scornful refusal of their
prayer. Their scribe, Gardiner, of late made bishop of
Winchester, must even write a letter of excuse; “ Did not
his highness’s book against Luther concede the legislative
authority of the clergy in matters spiritual? But he hopes
his majesty will excuse his mistakes, and ignorance of the
strength of those proofs his majesty can produce. Still,
bishops have their authority by divine right, nor can it be
resigned to the secular magistrate ; such a surrender would
be dangerous both to giver and receiver.” His wriggling
apology is offered in vain, the king is inexorable. A strange
and unusual sight is this. Since St. Ambrose bowed the stub-
bornness of an emperor, bishops and abbots have not been wont
to be thus treated by kings. Day after day, the upper house
of convocation is agitated, and in great commotion with the
anxious debate. “ The defects and reservations in the answer,”
are at last thought too perplexing to be removed or amended
by episcopal acumen, and the lower house must now try its
hand.

The king’s “most humble chaplains are sorry that the
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answer of the clergy,” does not please, nor satisfy ¢ his high-
ness;” and for his  better contentation in that behalf,” they
do now more specially reply.

All Christian princes, say they, have hitherto recognized
themselves bound to suffer the prelates to exercise their
authority, in making laws in matters concerning faith and
good manners, necessary to the soul’s health ; nor have they
required the prelates to seek their consent or license. The
spiritual jurisdiction of the clergy ¢ proceeds immediately
from God, and from no power or consent authorizable of any
secular prince.” Moreover, it “is right well founded, in
many places of holy scripture,” as in his highness’s book against
Luther, “with most vehement and inexpugnable reasons and
authorities,” is proved. Notwithstanding, “we your most
humble chaplains and bedesmen, considering your high wis-
dom, great learning, and infinite goodness towards us and the
church, and having special trust in the same, and not minding
to fall into contention or disputations with your highness,—
promise—that in all laws we shall hereafter make by the
reason of our spiritual jurisdiction and judicial power, we
shall not publish, nor put them forth, except first we require
your highness to give your consent and authority unto them ;—
except such as shall concern the maintenance of the faith and
good manners in Christ’s church, and such as shall be for the
reformation and correction of sin, after the commandments of
Almighty God, according unto such laws of the church, and
laudable customs as have been heretofore made.” And for
the rest, such laws as are contrary to the prerogative and
statutes of the realm, shall be “right gladly” revoked.

Will not this pacify the king? No. There is too much
ambiguity and subterfuge in it. Their fawning humility and
ill-disguised sense of weakness, excite his arrogance and
cupidity. His claims become more urgent and exorbitant.
They are required to sign a form of submission prepared by

c2



XX Vil HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION.

himself, that not only shall all new laws have his approval
and royal assent previous to their promulgation, but also that
all the old constitutions shall be revised by a mixed commis-
sion of the laity and clergy, appointed by himself, and such
as they please be abrogated and annulled. And now per-
plexities thicken around them. They are in the hunter’s toils,
and there is no escape. Is there no experienced pilot at
hand, to steer them safely through the breakers, foaming on
every side? Let that fast friend of the catholic faith, bishop
Fisher, of Rochester, advise them, and all may yet be well.
“ And to wait for this prelate’s resolution, they adjourn for
three days.”0
Such a step bodes not well for the king’s designs: it must
be prevented. The speaker and twelve of the Commons’
house are sent for, and to them the sovereign thus addresses
himself: “ Well, beloved subjects, we had thought the clergy
of our realm had been our subjects wholly ; but now we have
well perceived that they be but half our subjects. For all
_the prelates at their consecration, make an oath to the pope
clean contrary to the oath that they make unto us, so that they
seem to be his subjects and not ours.”—“ And so the king
delivering to them the copy of both the oaths, required them
to invent some order that he might not thus be deluded of his
spiritual subjects.”” The appearance of the plague alone
prevented some grave parliamentary censure; for on this
account the house rose in three days after this message of the
king. Yet it was not without its effect. The first part of
the king’s demands the clergy will now accede to, if the
promise might be binding for his life only; but in the old
canons they can permit no change.

The king’s determination is, however, unaltered; and anew
form of submission is sent them. But to this the prelates

5 Collier, iv. 189—199. 7 Fox, Acts and Mon. ii. 961. Burnet, 1. 225.
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object, and then venture upon a positive refusal. The lower
house of convocation, more apprehensive of the royal wrath,
at last submit ; and the prelates also, with only one exception,
finally agree, without any limitation whatever, not to enact,
promulge, or put in use any new canons, without the royal
permission.® If the king obtained not all that he desired,
sufficient was gained to lay the whole body of the clergy at his
feet. A little more time must pass, and all will be granted
to the sovereign that his ambition or rapacity may instigate
him to demand. Hitherto, no reformed doctrine had been
admitted among the clergy. No change of religious faith had
occurred. As catholics they had submitted to a catholic king,
anxious only to preserve their livings, lands, and wealth; not
dreaming that all would soon be in the grasp of the monarch,
to whom they now yielded up their cherished independence,
and for which act of spoliation they had themselves prepared
the way.

The royal supremacy over the clergy was by no means
suffered to sleep. One priest was imprisoned for upholding
the papal authority. Another, charged with Lutheranism
and thrown into prison by the archbishop of Canterbury, was
immediately released on appealing to the king as supreme
head. It now only remained to give these concessions of the
clergy the force of public law, and for the commonalty to
approve the exercise of this novel power. At present, it
suited not with Henry’s great cause at the court of Rome
wholly to throw off the authority of that see; but every thing
was gradually prepared to effect it. Early in 1533, the par-
liament passed an act against all appeals to Rome in testa-
mentary and matrimonial causes, and on the rights of tithes
and oblations. In the following language they set forth the
reasons for this fresh inroad upon papal usages: “That the

8 Collier, iv. 199.
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kingdom of England is an empire provided with persons, both
spiritual and temporal, well qualified to determine all contro-
versies arising in it, without application to any foreign princes
or potentates. And more particularly that part of the said
body, called the spirituality, or the English church, have
always been esteemed, and found upon trial, sufficiently fur-
nished with skill and integrity to determine all such doubts,
and to administer all such offices and duties,” as appertain to
their spiritual station.?

In the early part of this year, Cranmer was consecrated to
the see of Canterbury, which had been vacant since August,
15632. For this purpose Henry procured bulls from Rome;
and so anxious was Cranmer to exhibit his entire approval
of the course adopted towards the clergy, that he refused to
accept them but from the king’s own hand. Nor would he
take the usual oath to the pope, without first protesting
against those parts of it which he conceived might be a bar
to the performance of his duty to God, the king, and his
country. DBy this expedient, unworthy of an honourable
mind, he entered on his high functions as the first archbishop
of Canterbury, recognizing in spirituals the supremacy of the
king. The subserviency he here displayed marked his whole
carcer ; on all occasions he evinced a remarkable readiness to
do and to say all that could be pleasing to his royal master.
He was immediately instructed to declare the marriage of
Henry with Katharine null and void, in conformity with the
decision of convocation, and to pronounce on the legitimacy
of the king’s union with Anne Boleyn, some months after the
nuptials had been solemnized.! Negotiations were kept up
at Rome during the remainder of the year, until the decision
of the pope (March 21st, 1534,) put an end to the entire
procedure. An immediate separation from his new queen,

Burnet, 1. 282, Collier, iv, 207. ! Strype’s Cranmer, pp. 26, 29, 8vo, cdit.
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and the restoration of Katharine to all her conjugal rights,
were the terms of the papal decree.?

It does not appear that these proceedings at Rome at all
accelerated the complete establishment of the royal supremacy;
although they may have conduced to that utter exclusion of
the pope from every kind of influence in the internal spiritual
affairs of the kingdom, which so quickly followed the settle-
ment of this great question by the parliament then assembled.
This exclusion was owing, for the most part, to the nature of
those principles on which the king’s ecclesiastical authority
was based, rather than to any purpose of the sovereign, the
clergy, or the nation, to bring it to pass.

But while the pope was thus busily engaged at Rome, in
rendering irrevocable the humiliation of his power in this
country, the houses of parliament, which assembled on the
15th of January, 1534, completed the work so auspiciously
begun in former sessions. The king’s council had in the
previous month, but after the revocation of Cranmer’s sen-
tence of divorce by the pontiff, entered on the considera-
tion of various questions relating to the pope’s “usurped
power,” as it was called, “within the realm;” and mea~
sures were resolved upon for the support of the royal pre-
rogative.?

The statutes relating to heresy, were the first to be singled
out by the Commons for amendment. The inquisitorial power
of the bishops’ courts was destroyed ; all proceedings were to
take place in open court, and by witnesses. ~Those adjudged
guilty were not to suffer death until the king’s writ, De
heretico comburendo, had been obtained ; but none were to be
troubled upon any of the pope’s canons or laws.* They next
proceeded to the submission of the clergy, who had acknow-
ledged, ¢ according to the truth,” that their convocations

2 Short, Ch. Hist. p. 92. 3 Strype, Memor. L. 1. 231, 4 Burnet, i. 270,
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ought to assemble only by the king’s writ, and had promised
never to attempt the promulgation or execution of any canons
without the royal assent to the same.

This submission the parliament enacted for a law, and thus
extinguished the independent power of the clergy for ever.
All appeals to Rome were prohibited, and the monasteries
put under the jurisdiction of the crown. The payment of
annates was wholly forbidden ; the procuring of bulls, briefs,
or palls from the see of Rome denounced; every kind of
payment formerly made under the names of pensions, censes,
Peter-pence, dispensations, licenses, &e. &c. interdicted ; the
manner of the election of bishops determined to be thereafter
by a congé délire from the king to the dean and chapter;
and, lastly, the succession to the crown was settled on the
issue of qucen Anne.’

In the session at the close of the year all these acts were
confirmed ; the separation from Rome was completed, by
the full recognition of the king, “as the supreme head in
earth of the church in England,” and to his spiritual juris-
diction all heresies and abuses were referred. It was made
treason to deny the king this title, as also the once calling
him heretic, schismatic, infidel, or usurper of the crown.t

In the interval of the two sessions, commissioners were
sent through the land to offer the oath of submission to the
clergy, in which was included a declaration that the king was
head of the church; that the bishop of Rome had no more
power than any other bishop; and that in their sermons they
would not pervert the scripture, but preach Christ and his
gospel sincerely, according to the scripture, and the tradition
of orthodox and catholic doctors. Bishop Fisher and Sir
Thomas More refused the oath, and forfeited their lives for
resisting the royal power.”

s Collier, iv. 284~241. § Burnct, i. 266. ? Burnet, 1. 284,
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Thus was consummated the abolition of the papal power in
this country, and the formation of that regal prerogative in
spirituals, as well as in temporals, which has continued to be
an incubus upon the Anglican church to the present day. Itis
evident that in the procurement of this change, a sincere and
profound conviction of the errors of Rome, and of the value
of a scriptural faith and piety, had not the least share. The
welfare of the church of Christ, the recognition of his claims
as the King of saints, the emancipation of the human mind
from the bondage of superstition, and the attainment of
liberty of thought and freedom of conscience, formed no part
of the object of the actors in this revolutionary drama.

¢ To this crisis the king of England had driven on...for with
regard to the separation of this country from Rome, it has
already been demonstrated, that Henry the Eighth had no
credit whatever. At the moment ¢he meant not so,” neither
did he in his heart so intend. Could he only have moulded
the pontiff to his will, no such event would have happened
during his administration ; and had Clement not been under
the control of the emperor, Henry would have been an
adherent still; as in opinion, if he had any opinions, he
remained to the end of his life.”8

The whole nation seems to have been content with the
change. During the session of parliament in which it was
effected, care was taken, that from Sunday to Sunday, at St.
Paul’s Cross, the usurpation of the pope in exercising juris-
diction within the realm, should be proclaimed to be as
contrary to God’s laws as it was to the rights of princes.

Divines were employed to write on the king’s behalf; and
books on the supremacy were plentifully distributed in the
land. Gardiner, Tunstal, and Bonner, made their zeal in the
king’s cause eminently to appear by their writings and ser-

8 Anderson’s Annals,i. 406, 407,
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mons. “If you think,” says the bishop of Durham to
Reginald Pole, in 1536, “the hearts of the subjects of this
realm, greatly offended with abolishing of the bishop of Rome’s
usurped authority in this realm, as if all the people, or most
part of them, took the matter as ye do....I do assure you, ye
be deceived. For the people perceive right well what profit
cometh to the realm thereby; and that all such money as
before issued that way, now is kept within the realm.....So that,
if at this day the king’s grace would go about to renew in his
realm the said abolished authority of the bishop of Rome, I
think he should find much more difficulty to bring it about
in his parliament, and to induce his people to agree thereunto,
than any thing that ever he purposed in his parliament, since
his first reign.™

One tyranny was thus exchanged for another. A new
feature, likewise hostile to true Christian liberty, becomes
noticeable in the history of the church; and we now proceed
to trace its characteristics as embraced and moulded by the
teachers of reformation.

It was of necessity that Henry should call to his councils,
Cranmer, Cromwell, and Audley; men tinged, to say the
least, with the new learning. The position taken by the
sovereign, could not be maintained upon any principle recog-
nised as catholic; nay, it was a position destructive of the
main pillar of Roman orthodoxy.

If the priestly order is by divine right the alone source and
exccutive of spiritual jurisdiction, then by no proper title can
it be claimed or exercised by any secular potentate; the
assumption of a controlling and legislative power over the
clergy, stands in direct antagonism with it.

The newly-acquired authority of Henry could find con-
sistent supporters in the propagators of the new learning

* Burnet, Records, 111. ii. No. 52,
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alone. From the commencement of the Reformation they
had made the secular power their strength and shield. Nor
was it long before it became distinctly visible to those who
continued to adhere to the papacy, with all the fondness of old
and early associations, that submission to the king involved
an entire defection from the dogmas, as well as from the
power of Rome. The acquisition of the supreme headship
of the Anglican church, necessitated the introduction and par-
tial toleration of the reformed doctrines, if only as a counter-
poise to the claims of the pope; and the king’s reluctance to
entertain Lutheran views must give way to that necessity.
Gradually, but certainly, every consistent Romanist will be
obliged to place himself in opposition to the royal prerogative;
and as certainly will England, if determined to maintain that
exclusive privilege, be thrown into the bosom of the reforma-
tion. Cranmer, during his residence abroad, as ambassador,
had mingled much in the society of the leading continental
reformers, having, indeed, married the niece of Osiander.
From them he had imbibed the doctrine of secular interference
in religious affairs; and on his elevation to the archiepiscopal
see of Canterbury, he proceeded to introduce changes in the
doctrine and discipline of the Anglican church, so far as the
king’s prejudices and policy would allow.

During the progress of the events already related, God’s
word had been spreading, somewhat rapidly, among the
people. 1In 1526, the newly-translated Testament of Tyndale
was in general circulation, awakening the fears and fiery
wrath of Wolsey, Warham, and Tunstal. By the year 1534,
not less than twelve editions of the New Testament were
being perused throughout the land, besides some other por-
tions of the lively oracles of truth.! The laws against heretics
were not, however, put into execution with any severity, until,

! Anderson’s Annals, ii. Index.
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on the disgrace of Wolsey, Sir Thomas More became lord
chancellor. It seems singular, that a man who in his Utopia
had allowed of no persecution for religious tenets, should be
thus blinded to ¢ the partial advantage of that liberty,” which
in theory he had advocated.? In conjunction with archbishop
Warham and Tunstal, this eminent man, and persecutor,
issued a warning against several heretical books in the English
tongue that had been lately introduced, especially informing
the people, that the king did well in nof permitting the serip-
tures to be set out in the vulgar tongue.?

Great numbers of persons were brought before the bishops’
courts, and compelled to abjure; and were oftentimes con-
demned to a public penance of f‘fogging, bearing fagots and
wax candles, in the white garb of penitents. It was their
crime, that they were ¢ very expert in the gospels, and all
other things belonging to divine service;” that they refused
to go on pilgrimage, or to fast on saints’ days, saying, that
salvation could not be obtained by good deeds; that “on
Sunday then last past, in sacring time, they held down their
heads and would not look upon the sacrament;” that they
were heard to say, that it booted not to pray to images; that
the ¢ sacrament of the altar was not, as it was pretended, the
flesh, blood, and bone of Christ;” and especially, that they
possessed the gospels and the psalter in English, the sum of
scripture, and a variety of other books containing * pestilent
and other horrible heresies.” A few were burnt, as Thomas
Hitton, for bringing in books from abroad; Thomas Bilney,
for preaching against images, pilgrimages, and prayers to
saints : Byfield and Tewksbury, as relapsed heretics. The
most eminent was John Frith, the friend and companion
of Tyndale. He combated successfully Sir Thomas More
on the real presence; his reply to bhis learned antagonist

2 Burnet, i. 292, Short, p. 95. 3 Burnet, i, 294.
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was written while in confinement and deprived of his
books.*

These severities did not stay the progress of the truth, for
the time was come, when, even in high places, the whole circle
of Roman doctrines and ceremonies must be reviewed; and
with the pope’s supremacy, his dogmas, and discipline, be
abandoned. The extirpation of the pontifical authority, and
with it the rule of the canon law, threw the judgment of
heresy upon its discordance with scripture; and by royal
command, this became the standard of decision. Moreover,
the necessities of the king’s affairs abroad, constrained him
to solicit the assistance of the foreign reformers, and of the
princes by whom they were protected, in order to strengthen
himself against the emperor, the nephew of his divorced queen,
to whom was committed the execution of the pope’s adverse
decree.’

Now also, the encouragement shown by queen Anne, aided
materially the extension of divine truth at home ; and for a
time, a greater liberty to preach and distribute the word of
God prevailed. By her influence Latimer and Shaxton, both
deeply imbued with the reformed doctrine, were advanced to
bishoprics, and it is more than doubtful, whether Cranmer,
without their help, would have dared to proceed in the path
of reformation. The first use which had been made of his
authority by this timid and obsequious prelate, was to issue,
in conjunction with Gardiner, Stokesley, and Longland, an
inhibition against preaching, unless permitted by a new
license. To this was appended an order, * that no preachers
for a year shall preach, neither with nor against purgatory,
honouring of saints, that priests may have wives, that faith
only justifieth, to go on pilgrimages, to forge miracles, con-
sidering these things have caused dissension.”®

4 Fox, Acts and Mon. 897, 898, 910, ¢ Cranmer’s Works, i. 98; iv. 253.

934, 941, Jenkyn’s edit.
5 Burnet, i. 313.  Collier, iv. 290.
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Under the fostering care of the royal prerogative, the year
1535 was chiefly occupied in preparing the way for the disso-
lution of the monasteries: the other portion of the ¢ well-
liked” advice of Cromwell to his sovereign in 1529. For this
purpose Cromwell was named Vicegerent, the Geeneral Visitor
of all monasteries and privileged places, with authority also to
visit every archbishop and bishop of the kingdom. By the
year 1540, their suppression was complete, and the king and
his courtiers revelling in the spoils.
were founded, the royal exchequer was replenished, and the
greatest hindrances to the advance of the Reformation were

Some few new bishoprics

moved out of the way.7

But the king’s proceedings towards the bishops exhibited
the boldest exercise of his supremacy that had yet occurred.
On the 18th of September, he issued an order to the arch-
bishops of Canterbury and York, suspending the ordinary
jurisdiction of the whole hierarchy, until the general visitation
of the clergy, he had recently set on foot, should be finished.
It appears that this novel exercise of the prerogative was
expected to call forth expressions of episcopal discontent; for
six days after we find Legh and Ap Rice, two of the
vicegerent’s delegates, urging their master to persist in the
suspension. They say, that the bishops’ jurisdiction is re-
ceived, either by the law of God, by the bishop of Rome’s
authority, or else by the king’s grace’s permission. If by the

ence of subjects, that they were able to
put kings in hazard at their will ; that

7 Collier, iv. 294. Burnet, i. 331,
346. “ These means he (Cromwell)

used. He first found means to persuade
the king that it might lawfully be done;
that for his crown and state in safety it
was necessary to be done, for that he
made appear to the king how by their
means the pope and clergy had so great
authority, revenue, alliance, and princi-
pally captivity of the souls, and obedi-

for his revenue and maintenance of his
estate, wars, and affairs both in peace
and in war, at home and abroad, with
others, it was most profitable to dissolve
them for augmentation of his treasure.”
Contemporary MS. in Letters relating
to the Suppression of the Monasteries,
Camden Society, p. 112.
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first, let them bring forth scripture to prove it; if by the
second, “let them exercise [it] still, 7f they think it meet ;" or if
by the last, wherefore should they be grieved if the king recall
that which came from him? It seems to us good that they
should be driven by this means to agnize their author, spring,
and fountain, as else they be too ingrate to enjoy it. Let
them sue for it again by supplication, that they and all other
may understand him to be the head-power within this realm
under God; and that no jurisdiction proceedeth within the
same, but from him.”8

The suspension was not removed, until thus compelled
they ¢sued with words of prayer” for the restoration of their
episcopal functions. Their prayer was granted, to be enjoyed
during the royal pleasure only, and attended with the following
extraordinary declaratien :—That as his vicegerent, Cromwell,
was so fully occupied with the arduous duties committed to his
charge, and fearing lest injury should accrue thereby to his
subjects, the supreme head on earth of the Anglican church,
therefore, empowered the bishops in his stead, to confer orders,
to institute and to collate to benefices, and to exercise other
branches of episcopal jurisdiction, “beside and peyond those
things which are divinely committed to their charge by the
holy scriptures.”?

To this humiliation all the bishops quietly submitted,
excepting only Gardiner who was abroad, apparently content
to derive their office, as ministers of the gospel, from the civil
magistrate ; thereby virtually disclaiming the authority of the
Liord Jesus Christ to set teachers in his church, and at the
same time overthrowing the rights of the Christian community.
The vicegerent’s commissioners diligently carried out the
instructions of their master, as is seen by the following letter
to their employer :—¢ Right worshipful sir, my duty presup-

8 Strype, Memor. I. i, 216, 217. 9 Collier, ix. 156. Short, p. 104,
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posed, this is to advertise you that Master Doctor Layton and
I, the 11th day of January (1536), were with the archbishop
of York, whom we, according to your pleasure, and precepts,
have visited, enjoining him to preach and teach the word of
God, according to his bound duty, to his cure committed unto
him; and to see others here in his jurisdiction, being indued
with good qualities, having any respect either to God, good-
ness, virtue, or godliness, to perform the same; enjoining,
moreover, to him, to bring up unto you his first, second,
and third foundations whereupon he enjoyeth his office and
prerogative power, with the grants, privileges, and concessions,
given to him, and to his see appertaining.”!

The whole hierarchy was now at the king’s command; a
despotic power was fully accorded him over body and soul.
His subjects await the next utterance of their sovereign with
anxiety and suspense; for he will immediately proceed to
determine what they must believe. Their consciences must
be for him a tabula rasa; a plastic, formless clay, ready to
receive whatever form of doctrine the royal potter may think
fit to frame. What is it to him that there is one Lord and one
Lawgiver, the Everlasting Word, whose voice alone can speak
into life, and illuminate the soul of man with the rays of
truth? Is he not the only reflector of that bright image, and
by divine right the only promulgator of eternal verities, within
this his land ?

Is it not treason to believe otherwise than as the head of
the body politic? He deems it, therefore, to be his especial
duty to take into his care the well-being of the souls with the
bodies of his people.

The murder of Anne Boleyn was consummated ; a spiritless
parliament and a time-serving prelate had sanctioned the
bloody deed; the one by reversing the law of succession, and

' Dr. Legh to Cromwell, Letters relating to Suppression, &c. p. 95.
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Cranmer by annulling the marriage of his protectress and
friend, as she stood in mockery of justice at his tribunal; when
on Friday, the 9th of June, the new convocation assembled.
“Therein the Lord Cromwell, prime secretary, sat in state
above all the bishops as the king’s vicar or viceregent-general
in all spiritual matters.”?

The convocation is opened with a Latin sermon from
Latymer, in obedience to “the commandment of our primate.”
With great fidelity and boldness, the preacher sets before
them their high duties as the stewards of Christ, though he
fears many of them are children of darkness. He declaims,
with pointed severity, against the general topics handled in
their discourses to the people :—¢ Your care,” he exclaims,
“is not that all men may hear God’s word, but all your care
is, that no layman do read it; surely, being afraid lest they
by their reading should understand it, and understanding,
learn to rebuke our slothfulness. "What have ye done hitherto,
I pray you, these seven years and more? What one thing
that the people of England hath been the better of a hair; or
you yourselves, either more accepted before God, or better
discharged toward the people committed to your care? Is it
unknown, think you, how both ye and your curates, were,
in a manner, by violence enforced to let books to be made,
not by you, but by profane and lay persons; to let them, I
say, be sold abroad, and read for the instruction of the people?”
In a similar strain, he rebukes their cruel and persecuting
spirit ; their worldliness, their frauds, and deceptions practised
on a foolish people, exhorting them to a reformation of their
worship, to take away images, and relics, to purify the bishops’
courts, and to reduce the number of holidays.?

This startling and ominous discourse gave note of that

2 Fuller, Ch. Hist. Book v. Sect. 3 Latymer’s Sermons, pp. 33—58.
25. Parker Society edit.
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which was about to follow. The first act of convocation, was
to sign publicly an instrument, presented by Cromwell, relating
to the nullity of the king’s marriage with Anne Boleyn.
“Oh! the operation of the purge of a premunire, so lately
taken by the clergy, and a hundred thousand pounds paid
thereupon! How did the remembrance thereof still work
upon their spirits, and make them meek and mortified | —They
knew the temper of the king, and had read the text, Z%e lon
hath roared, who will not fear ? Amos iii. 8.7

And now the important object of their assembling was
brought forward. On Friday, July 23rd, the prolocutor of
the lower house laid before the prelates a collection of sixty-
seven erroneous doctrines, which, to the great grief of the
clergy, were publicly preached, printed, and professed, and
are either the tenets of the old Lollards, or the new reformers,
together with the anabaptists’ opinions.”> Here are some of
them. ¢ That all ceremonies accustomed in the church,
which are not clearly expressed in scripture, must be taken
away, because they are men’s inventions: the church is the
congregation of good men only : that it is as lawful to christen
a child in a tub of water at home, or in a ditch by the way,
as in a font-stone in the church: it is sufficient for a man or
woman to make their confession to God alone: that it is not
necessary or profitable to have any church or chapel to pray
in, or to do any divine service in: that saints are not to be
invocated or honoured: that prayers, suffrages, fastings, or
alms-deeds, do not help to take away sin: that by preaching
the people have been brought in opinion and belief, that
nothing is to be believed, except it can be proved expressly by
scripture : that it is preached and taught, that, forasmuch as
Christ hath shed his blood for us, and redeemed us, we need
not to do any thing at all but to believe and repent, if we have

4 Fuller, book v. sect 26. 5 Burnet, i. 388.
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offended : that no human constitutions, or laws, do bind any
Christian man, but such as be in the gospels, Paul’s epistles,
or the New Testament, and that a man may break them with-
out any offence at all.” These opinions were the fruit of
freedom of thought, and of a sole regard to the testimony of
holy writ. We shall presently see that they did not in the
least harmonize with the views of either party, into which the
convocation was divided, nor with the determination of him,
by whom their faith is about to be settled—for the present.

It is the king’s study, says his noble representative, day
and night, to set a quietness in the church; nay, he cannot
rest till these controversies be fully debated and ended. A
very special desire moves him to “ set a stay for the unlearned
people, whose consciences are in doubt what they may be-
lieve.” But, well as the king is acquainted with these con-
troversies, and able by his excellent learning to determine
upon them, yet his great love to the clergy prompts him to
lay the matter before them. He desires * you lovingly and
friendly to dispute among yourselves, and conclude all ‘things
by the word of God, without all brawling and scolding.”
But he will not suffer scripture to be wrested, nor defaced,
by any glosses, or papistical laws, or decrees of fathers and
councils. ¢ And his majesty will give you high thanks, if
ye will sit and conclude a perfect unity.”

After “this godly exhortation, of so worthy a prince,”
for which the bishops all rise up together to give thanks,
they proceed to disputation. The thorny questions of the
nature and number of the sacraments are their topics.
Rome and Wittenburg produce their arguments, in the
persons of opposing prelates. ¢ Oh what tugging was
here,” says Fuller, “betwixt these opposite sides, whilst
with all earnestness they thought to advance their several
designs.” ¢ Let us grant,” submits the bishop of London,

6 Fuller, book v. sect 28.
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“that the saoraments may be gathered out of the word
of God, yet are you far deceived, if you think there is
none other word of God, but that which every sowter and
cobler do read in their mother tongue. And if ye think, that
nothing pertaineth unto the Christian faith, but that only
which is written in the Bible, then err ye plainly with the
Lutherans. . . . Now when the right noble Lord Cromwell,
the archbishop, with the other bishops, which did defend the
pure doctrine of the gospel, heard this, they smiled a little
one upon another, forasmuch as they saw him flee, even in
the very beginning of the disputation, into his old rusty
sophistry and unwritten verities.”? DBut what unity can be
“set and concluded,” when it is found, that seven against
seven the antagonists stand, and each side immoveable ?
while a nation’s faith, the obedience of myriads of con-
sciences, must hang balanced in the scale—if it may.

A faith is however ready and at hand—at which these
episcopal warriors will not venture to tilt. Unity can be
“set dnd concluded,” though bishops may fail to effect it;
there is one, at least, bold enough to attempt it.  Articles
concerning our faith, and laudable ceremonies in the church
of Christ”—a ¢ twilight religion”—may be framed, to which
the consciences of the people, both cleric and lay, can and
must obediently conform, and that by “Henry the Eighth,
by the grace of God, King of England, and of France, De-
fender of the Faith, Lord of Ireland, and in Earth Supreme
Head of the Church of England.”® <¢For,” saith he, “it
most chiefly belongeth unto our charge, diligently to foresee,
and cause that not only the most holy word and command-
ments of God should most sincerely be believed, and most
reverently be observed, and kept of our subjects; but also
that unity and concord in opinions, namely, in such things as

B3

7 Fox, p. 1080. published. Fuller, book v. sect. 34,
# Title to Book of Articles, then 35,
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do concern our religion, may increase and go forward, and all
occasion of dissent and discord touching the same be repressed
and utterly extinguished.” Such is the introduction to the
articles, which after several disputations were assented to,
and signed by the convocation, and then published for the
souls’ health of the community.

In the first, they are taught that the entire canon of the
Bible, which, at that time, included the apocrypha, as also
the Apostles’, the Nicene, and Athanasian creeds, are *the
most certain and infallible words of God,” which ought and
must be most reverently observed and religiously kept, else
were they  infidels, heretics, and members of the devil, with
whom they shall be perpetually damned.” In the second,
that of necessity they must and ought to believe, that bap-
tism ordained by our Saviour, is to be given to all men, as
also to infants, that thereby all sin, original and actual, may
be washed away, and that “all the anabaptists’ or Pelagians’
opinions in this behalf, ought to be reputed for detestable
heresies, and utterly to be condemned.” In the third, that
penance is a sacrament appointed by Christ, and that without
it, and “such good works of the same,” no one shall obtain
everlasting life, neither remission nor mitigation of present
pains and afflictions in this life. In the fourth, that in the sa-
crament of the altar, the very flesh and blood of Christ is really
and substantially present. In the fifth, that sinners are justi~
fied ““ by contrition and faith, joined with charity :” not as de-
serving to attain the said justification, but through the merits
of the blood and passion of Jesus Christ. Next follow
articles concerning the ceremonies to be used. Images are
to be employed as “ representers of virtue and good example :”
the images of Christ and our Lady to kindle, and stir men’s
minds to recollection and lamentation of their sins. Saints
are to be honoured as the elect persons of Christ, who passed
in godly life out of this transitory world, to whom we may
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laudably pray, and their holy days observe, except so far as
they may be mitigated and moderated by the commandment
“of us the supreme head.” Holy vestments, the giving of
holy bread, the sprinkling of holy water, bearing of candles
on Candlemas-day, giving ashes on Ash Wednesday, bearing
palms on Palm Sunday, creeping to the cross on Good Fri-
day, and kissing it, setting up the sepulture of Christ, the
hallowing of the font, and other exorcisms, customs, and
benedictions, are not to be contemned, but used and con-
tinued. And lastly, prayers and masses are to be offered for
souls departed, though it “be to us uncertain by scripture,”
where they are.?

Such was the commencement of the doctrinal reformation
of the church of England, and the first example of the exer-
cise of the royal prerogative in the imposition of dogmas of
faith on the consciences of people. ¢ For good instruction
must they be taken” until such time as his majesty shall
change or abrogate any of them.' Neither priest, bishop,
nor king, seems to have thought of the impracticability of the
work they took in hand, or of the iniquitous presumption
of the endeavour to command and control the conscience.
Nay, with a condescension amounting to mockery, the people
are exhorted in “charitable unity and loving concord,” to
observe the same, as thereby they will ““ not a little encourage
us to take farther travails, pains, and labours, for your com-
modities in all such other matters, as in time to come, may
happen to occur, and as it shall be most to the honour of
God, the profit, tranquillity, and quietness of all you, our
most loving subjects.”

May we not fairly suspect that none of these parties knew
the power of true godliness to excite a most tender and sen-
sitive regard to every, even the least, commandment of Jesus

9 Fuller, book v. sect. 34, 35. Burnet, ! Strype’s Cranmer, p. 690.
I.ii. 457. Add. L. i. 390,
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Christ? That such regard would lead its possessor through
“floods and flames” to obey them? Surely their only con-
ception of religion must have been that of a system of spiri-
tual tyranny over the souls of men, as the source of wealth
and power. The clergy, indeed, murmured at the authority
assumed; but they knew the temper of Henry too well to
offer any open resistance. Although their mass-money, their
lucrative indulgencies, their shrined wealth, were at stake, a
premunire might again pluck them of their gains, and the
coffers of their sovereign be once more weighty with their
gold, should they dare to oppose his will. The convocation
completed its labours with a petition to the king, ¢ that he
would ‘graciously indulge unto his subjects of the laity, the
reading of the Bible in the English tongue,—and that a new
translation might be forthwith made for that end and pur-
pose.” Their petition eighteen months before had not suc-
ceeded. Nor was this regarded; for although in the ensuing
year a reprint of Tyndale’s own translation, under another’s
name, was ushered into the world under royal auspices, it was
without the consent of the clergy, and to their very great
vexation.?

The people were by no means pleased with the freedom so
boldly taken with their faith. A general discontent, break-
ing out into open rebellion, soon displayed itself, which
was with difficulty quelled. Yet in marvellous blindness
they acknowledged the sovereign to be their supreme head
under God, for the settlement of their religious belief.
The articles alluded to above, were in the following year em-
bodied in the book entitled, « The Institution of a Christian
Man.” Many additions were made to them, during the pre-
paration of the work, by a number of bishops, and other
learned men, who were appointed by the king to this weighty
charge. It was not, however, easily achieved; so numerous

? Anderson, Annals, i. 548, 578. 3 Burnet, 1. 413.
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were the objections of the partisans of the old learning.
“Verily for my part,” says Latymer, “I had lever be poor
parson of poor Kynton again, than to continue thus bishop of
Worcester.” *  Here is the principle on which this reformed
faith was imposed on the people: “It appertains to Christian
kings and princes, in the discharge of their duty to God, to
reform and reduce again the laws to their old limits, and
pristine state of their power and jurisdiction, which was
given them by Christ, and used in the primitive church.
For it is out of all doubt that Christ’s faith was then most
firm and pure, and the scriptures of God were then best
understood. And therefore the customs and ordinances then
used and made, must needs be more conform, and agreeable
unto the true doctrine of Christ, and more conducing to the
edifying and benefit of the church of Christ, than any cus-
toms or laws used or made since that time.””® Thus another
rule of faith, one established by the prince and ks church,
was introduced into the place of the word of God.

For more than ten years, the sacred volume had found an
entrance into the land, although forbidden, and its sup-
pression earnestly sought. Until now, none in authority
cared for these things, when by the wonderful providence of
God the labours of the martyr of Vilvorde were crowned
with success. Twenty-five editions of the New Testament
at least, and four of the whole Bible, had been distributed,
bearing fruit unto eternal life, ere it was allowed by the
king’s grace to be bought and read in his realm.® The law
of man and the law of God were now brought into conflict
for the sovereignty of the soul: not without an assured
victory to the latter, though it must win its way through
tears, imprisonment, and blood. At the door of every man’s
conscience the combatants stood, the wisdom of God and the

4 Quoted in Cranmer’s Works, 1 184, % Anderson’s Annals, 1. 579. ii. App.
5 Strype’s Cranmer, p. 77.
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wisdom of man. A struggle was inevitable; it has been long
and severe : our own day has yet to witness its close.

By royal permission and command, a Bible was ordered to
be set up in every church, and none hindered in its perusal;
for “it is the true lively word of God, which every Christian
ought to believe, embrace, and follow, if he expects to be
saved.” But the people must beware of their own judgment.
Let them not contest with each other the sense of difficult
places, but refer themselves to men of better judgment, to
the scribes and rabbis of the church.” Does the vicegerent,
Cromwell, think, while he issues this injunction, that he can
control the operations of the Spirit of God, whose living
word he thus places before the eyes and understandings of
the people ? or that those consciences in which the Spirit of
truth shall speak with power, are amenable to his judgment?
It is to be feared, that he who thus opened the sealed waters
of life to thirsty souls, was himself a stranger to the grace of
God, and that nothing but a low and worldly policy, led him
to an act so fertile in blessing to his country and the world.

But as if to illustrate- the degree of liberty which the
people were to be permitted to enjoy, the king himself en-
gaged in the examination of Lambert for heresy. <A more
miserable spectacle of a royal tyrant taunting and worrying
his victim, Westminster Hall probably never witnessed,
before nor since.” At this sad scene, Cromwell and Cran-
mer assisted, in conjunction with Gardiner ; the first of them
delivering without repugnance, the sentence which consigned
the martyr to the flames.® Other victims also were sought
out to exhibit the fidelity of the sovereign to the catholic
faith, but which he had unwittingly brought to the very
verge of destruction. Cranmer again comes before us a
persecutor. To him, with some others, including Robert

7 Burnet, i. 453. % Auderson’s Annals, ii. 19.  Collier,iv. 436.
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Barnes, a martyr in the reign of Mary, was issued a com-
mission signed by Cromwell, to seek out and try a certain
people, ““lurking secretly in divers corners and places,” whose
sentiments on baptism were not in harmony with the articles,
recently set forth, to produce unity and contentation ; who,
moreover, ventured “to contemn and despise, of their own
private wills and appetites,” the laudable rites and ceremonies
of his grace’s church. <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>