


 

Quod scriptura, non iubet vetat 
The Latin translates, “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ 

On the Cover: Baptists rejoice to hold in common with other evangelicals the main 
principles of the orthodox Christian faith. However, there are points of difference and 
these differences are significant. In fact, because these differences arise out of God’s 
revealed will, they are of vital importance. Hence, the barriers of separation between 
Baptists and others can hardly be considered a trifling matter. To suppose that Baptists 
are kept apart solely by their views on Baptism or the Lord’s Supper is a regrettable 
misunderstanding. Baptists hold views which distinguish them from Catholics, 
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Pentecostals, and 
Presbyterians, and the differences are so great as not only to justify, but to demand, the 
separate denominational existence of Baptists. Some people think Baptists ought not 
teach and emphasize their differences but as E.J. Forrester stated in 1893, “Any 
denomination that has views which justify its separate existence, is bound to 
promulgate those views. If those views are of sufficient importance to justify a 
separate existence, they are important enough to create a duty for their promulgation ... 
the very same reasons which justify the separate existence of any denomination make 
it the duty of that denomination to teach the distinctive doctrines upon which its sepa-
rate existence rests.” If Baptists have a right to a separate denominational life, it is 
their duty to propagate their distinctive principles, without which their separate life 
cannot be justified or maintained. 

Many among today’s professing Baptists have an agenda to revise the Baptist 
distinctives and redefine what it means to be a Baptist. Others don’t understand why it 
even matters. The books being reproduced in the Baptist Distinctives Series are 
republished in order that Baptists from the past may state, explain and defend the 
primary Baptist distinctives as they understood them. It is hoped that this Series will 
provide a more thorough historical perspective on what it means to be distinctively 
Baptist. 



The Lord Jesus Christ asked, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?” (Luke 6:46). The immediate context surrounding this question explains 
what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. Addressing the same issue, Christ’s 
question is meant to show that a confession of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ is 
inconsistent and untrue if it is not accompanied with a corresponding submission to 
His authoritative commands. Christ’s question teaches us that a true recognition of His 
authority as Lord inevitably includes a submission to the authority of His Word. 
Hence, with this question Christ has made it forever impossible to separate His 
authority as King from the authority of His Word. These two principles—the authority 
of Christ as King and the authority of His Word—are the two most fundamental 
Baptist distinctives. The first gives rise to the second and out of these two all the other 
Baptist distinctives emanate. As F.M. lams wrote in 1894, “Loyalty to Christ as King, 
manifesting itself in a constant and unswerving obedience to His will as revealed in 
His written Word, is the real source of all the Baptist distinctives:’ In the search for the 
primary Baptist distinctive many have settled on the Lordship of Christ as the most 
basic distinctive. Strangely, in doing this, some have attempted to separate Christ’s 
Lordship from the authority of Scripture, as if you could embrace Christ’s authority 
without submitting to what He commanded. However, while Christ’s Lordship and 
Kingly authority can be isolated and considered essentially for discussion’s sake, we 
see from Christ’s own words in Luke 6:46 that His Lordship is really inseparable from 
His Word and, with regard to real Christian discipleship, there can be no practical 
submission to the one without a practical submission to the other. 

In the symbol above the Kingly Crown and the Open Bible represent the inseparable 
truths of Christ’s Kingly and Biblical authority. The Crown and Bible graphics are 
supplemented by three Bible verses (Ecclesiastes 8:4, Matthew 28:18-20, and Luke 
6:46) that reiterate and reinforce the inextricable connection between the authority of 
Christ as King and the authority of His Word. The truths symbolized by these 
components are further emphasized by the Latin quotation - quod scriptura, non iubet 
vetat— i.e., “What is not commanded in scripture, is forbidden:’ This Latin quote has 
been considered historically as a summary statement of the regulative principle of 
Scripture. Together these various symbolic components converge to exhibit the two 
most foundational Baptist Distinctives out of which all the other Baptist Distinctives 
arise. Consequently, we have chosen this composite symbol as a logo to represent the 
primary truths set forth in the Baptist Distinctives Series. 
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A 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF 
EDWARD BEAN UNDERHILL 

(1813-1901)
 

BY 
JOHN FRANKLIN JONES
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A 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF 
EDWARD BEAN UNDERHILL 

(1813-1901) 
—————————— 

 
dward Bean Underhill—Baptist, missionary statesman, 
historian—was born at Oxford, England October 4, 
1813. He was reared under the influence of the New 

Road Baptist Church, Oxford, during tenure of its pastor, 
James Hinton. Schooled in Hinton's school, Underhill was 
converted at age sixteen and united with the New Road 
church in 1831 (DEB). 

E 

 
He married Sophia Collingwood, the daughter of Samuel 
Collingwood, a printer of Oxford, and worked in the grocery 
business in Oxford for fifteen years. He moved to Avening, 
Gloucestershire to study Baptist history (DEB). 
 
Underhill was appointed joint secretary of the Baptist 
Missionary Society in 1849 along with Brederick Trestrial. 
He devoted the first five years in that position to restoring 
Baptist confidence in the agency and to rebuilding its 
finances (DEB). He was sole secretary of BMS 1869-1876 (B) 
 
He spent October 1854 to 1856 revitalizing the work in India, 
the primary field of BMS. His work there resulted in 
initiating greater self-sufficiency among the churches (DEB). 
 
He visited the West Indies (1859-60) and later published his 
conclusions in The West Indies: their Social and Religious 
Condition (1862). He advocated relief for the former slaves in 
Jamaica and wrote a letter indicating same to Edward 
Cardwell, Secretary of State for the Colonies. The publication 
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in Jamaica of that letter fomented protest meetings, called 
"Underhill meetings" and was associated with an unrest 
climaxing in the Morant Bay uprising, which was brutally 
suppressed by Governor Eyre (DEB). 
 
Underhill retired from the BMS in 1876 but served as 
honorary secretary till his death. He also  
served as treasurer of the Bible Translation Society (after 
1876); treasurer of Regent's Park College; and was elected 
president of the Baptist Union (1873). He was awarded an 
honorary LL.D. by Rochester University in 1870 (DEB). 
 
Underhill's interest in Baptist history spawned the Hanserd 
Knollys Society in 1845, and he became its first secretary. In 
that society, he edited seven of the ten volumes on early 
Baptist texts published by the Society and published 
biographies of James Phillippo, Alfred Saker, John Wenger, 
Edward Steane, and other missionary texts (DEB). 
 
Underhill edited and authored several books. He edited The 
Bloudy Tenent of Persecution for Cause of Conscience 
Discussed and Mr. Cotton's Letter Examined and Answered 
by Roger Williams (1848). His edition of Confessions of Faith 
and other Public Documents illustrative of the History of the 
Baptist Churches of England in the Seventeenth Century 
(1854) contains the reprints of seven Baptist Confessions 
dating from 1611 to 1688, Collins Baptist Catechism, and 
several letters/documents from the early history of the 
Baptists in England (CCEL). 
 
Underhill authored The West Indies: Their Social and 
Religious Condition (1861, 1862, 1970); Dr. Underhill's 
Letter: A Letter Addressed to the Rt Honourable E Cardwell, 
with Illustrative Documents on the Condition of Jamaica and 
an explanatory statement (1866); Life of James Mursell 
Phillippo, Missionary in Jamaica (1887); The Tragedy of 
Morant Bay: A Narrative of the Disturbances in the Island of 
Jamaica in 1865 (1865; 1895, reprint; 1971; reprint, 1997); 



and Tracts on Liberty of Conscience and Persecution, 1614-
1661, with an Historical Introduction (1846, 1966) (B). 
 
With John Turland Brown, he wrote Emancipation in the 
West Indies. Two Addresses by EB Underhill and JT Brown, 
the Deputation from the Baptist Missionary Society to the 
West Indies (1861). With Richard F. Burton, he authored 
Alfred Saker, Missionary to Africa: A Biography (1884) (B). 
 
He died in London, May 11, 1901 (DEB). 
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Thou hast given a standard to them that fear thee; that it may  
be displayed because of the truth. — Psalm 60:4 
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