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SERMON 20

THE APPEARANCE OF CHRIST IN HUMAN
NATURE, AND THE DISCOVERIES OF HIMSELF

TO HIS PEOPLE

Comparable to the Light of the Morning, and to the Tender Grass
Springing out of the Earth, by Clear Shining After Rain

2 Sermons

<102304>2 SAMUEL 23:4

And he shall be as the light of the morning when the sun riseth,
even a morning without clouds.

IN a former discourse we considered the preceding verse, He that ruleth
over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. Now of this same Ruler,
it is here said,  He shall be as the light of the morning when the sun riseth,
even a morning without clouds.   “He shall be;” that is, He that ruleth over
men, just and righteous, ruling in the fear of God; “He shall be as the light
of the morning when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds.”

As the favor of an earthly prince is like a cloud of latter rain, and dew
upon the grass, as the wise man says (<201615>Proverbs 16:15; <201912>19:12): so his
government, being mild and gentle, he is like the light of the morning when
the sun riseth, pleasant and acceptable like the rising sun, bright and
glorious; like a morning without clouds, that forebodes no ill, distress,
affliction or adversity to his subjects, but all the reverse. This is still more
true as it is applied to the Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ, the King of
Saints, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, whose Kingdom ruleth all;
the administration of whose government is just and righteous. He is
righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works. He is, and shall be, like
the light of the morning when the sun riseth, as a morning without clouds.

There are various metaphors applied to Christ similar to this; as, when he is
said to be the bright and morning Star (<662216>Revelation 22:16): the
phosphorus, the forerunner or introducer of the morning light.

The day spring from on high that hath visited us (<420178>Luke 1:78);
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that brings on that bright and glorious day of the gospel dispensation. He is
the day Star that arises in the hearts of his people; and that Sun of
righteousness that arises upon them with healing in his wings (<390402>Malachi
4:2). So that the Expressions of his grace, and the Nature of his 
government may be fitly signified by the beautiful metaphor and figure  
here made use of in our Text. And

I. This may be applied unto him as coming into the world by the
assumption of human nature.

II. To the discoveries he makes of himself to his people, in and after
conversion.

III. To his government as a Ruler over men, just and righteous, ruling
in the fear of God: especially with regard unto his rule and government
as it will be more visibly and gloriously exercised in his spiritual and
personal reign.

I. This may have respect to his coming into the world; his appearance in
human nature,   where he was as the light of the morning, when the sun
riseth, a morning without clouds. It was foretold of him, that his goings
forth should be prepared as the morning (<280603>Hosea 6:3): which is to be
understood, not of his going forth of old, from everlasting, in the counsel
and covenant of grace and peace; but his coming forth in time, his
appearance in human nature, to work out the redemption and salvation of
his people. The first hint of the Messiah, as a Saviour for lost sinful men,
was as the dawn of morning light.

The sin of Adam brought a darkness upon him and the whole world. The
first man was created with a great deal of light and knowledge. lie was
wade after the image, and in the likeness of God, and which greatly
consisted in knowledge, not merely of things natural, civil, and moral, but
things divine. in the knowledge of God, his nature and divine perfections,
will, and worship; of which Adam had a large share. But not content
therewith, and being ambitious to know good and evil, he lost, in a great
measure, the light and knowledge he had. Darkness overspread him; his
understanding immediately became darkened; and so is the understanding
of all men that descend from him by ordinary generation. Their
understandings are darkened, being alienated from the life of God
through the ignorance that is in them. This darkness, this blindness, is
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universal: there are none free from it. God’s elect, while in a state of
nature, are so. Dark with respect to their knowledge of spiritual things:
yea, they are darkness itself till they are made light in the Lord. This is the
case of all men universally. Jews and Gentiles are all under the power of
sin, and liable to the consequences of it, and the elect among the rest; for
there is none that understandeth, there is none that seeks after God. The
way of peace, righteousness, life and salvation by Jesus Christ, they know
not: and in such circumstances as these Adam found himself. As soon as he
had sinned against God, he was immediately deprived of his gracious
presence: enjoyed no more communion and fellowship with him in the way
he did before: an emblem of which was, his being driven out of the garden.

So he drove out the man (<010324>Genesis 3:24);

signifying that sin had separated between God and him. There was an
eclipse, as it were, between God and him: in consequence of which, it was
a night of black darkness. He found himself in a most wretched state and
condition: a most uncomfortable frame of soul: in the greatest anguish and
distress: trembling at the thoughts of coming before that God, against
whom he had sinned; and therefore attempted to hide himself from his
presence amongst the trees of the garden (<010308>Genesis 3:8). He knew not
what would be the issue and consequence of things. He could see no way
of escaping the wrath of God. He had no hint of a Savior. He was as much
without the knowledge of one, or any hope of salvation by one, as the
blindest heathen that ever lived upon the face of the earth. This was the
case of the first man.

Now all at once, behold, an hint was given of the Messiah: a discovery of a
Savior for lost, sinful man, in that threatening to Satan,

the seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head
(<010315>Genesis 3:15).

This was the first dawn of morning light to lost sinful man: and there was,
at this time, a ray of light darted into Adam’s mind, which he never was
sensible or knew any thing at all of, in a state of innocence, amidst all the
light and knowledge he then had. It was indeed a glorious ray of light
which darted into his mind, upon this single hint of the seed of the woman,
who should bruise the serpent’s head. From hence, he might and did
conclude, that he and Eve should not die, since there was a seed, a son to
spring from them, and one that should bruise the serpent’s head, and
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destroy the works of him who had been the ruin of them. O! how it must
gladden his heart! what cheerfulness must be in his countenance, which it is
not possible for us to describe.

And this, like the light of the morning, was of an increasing nature. As the
morning light spreads upon the tops of the mountains as soon as it appears,
and gradually diffuses itself throughout the horizon; so this light, this
morning light, which sprung up in this first promise of grace, diffused itself
greatly: partly by means of sacrifices, which God appointed to be offered
up from that time, and partly by prophecies, which were delivered out at
certain times, respecting the glorious person that should appear in our
world as the Savior of lost men.

This light., this morning light of divine grace spread itself or was spread by
means of sacrifices, which were immediately ordered to be offered up.
Adam was soon taught the way and method of offering sacrifices as an
atonement for sin; as typical of the sacrifice of the seed of the woman, that
should bruise the serpent’s head. By these means he was more and more
enlightened into the way, and nature of the method of his salvation and
redemption: and still more when the Lord God was pleased to make, of the
skins of slain beasts, coats for him and Eve, and clothed them which were
emblems of the robe of righteousness, and the garment of salvation, to be
wrought out by the woman’s seed, the Savior of men. And Adam taught
his posterity the way and method of offering sacrifices; for we may observe
that his son Abel, by faith in the promised Savior, by faith in his atoning
sacrifice for sin,

offered up a more excellent sacrifice than Cain (<581104>Hebrews 11:4).

Hence it is, with reference to these early sacrifices, and the institution and
practice of them, that Christ is said to be the

Lamb slain from the foundation of the world (<661308>Revelation 13:8).

By these, and succeeding sacrifices, under the Levitical dispensation, which
were numerous, this morning light, respecting a Savior, salvation by him,
and acceptance through his sacrifice, was spread more and more.

This morning light of divine grace, shining through a Mediator and Savior,
was likewise spread more and more by means of prophecy. Various and
numerous were the prophecies concerning Christ the woman’s seed; for he
was spoken of from this time forward, by the mouth of all God’s holy
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prophets, from the beginning of the world: they all had respect to him. He
was the sum and substance of their prophecies; for so the disciples and
followers of our Lord said,

we have found him of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets
did write (<430145>John 1:45).

Moses wrote of him, and all the prophets did so; the Spirit of Christ in
them signified what he should be, and what he should do; testified of the
sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow. Every prophecy
relating to him, spread more and more light concerning him. The light that
came therewith was like the morning light, a spreading and increasing one.
By and through these prophecies it was known from whom he should
particularly descend. The first hint is only that he should be the seed of the
woman; and it would have been enough to have been born of any woman,
to have completed that prophecy. But by degrees this was opened more
and more; that he was to be born, not in a common or ordinary way, that
he was to he born of a virgin, and his name called Immanuel, God with us
(<400123>Matthew 1:23); and that he was to spring from Abraham the father of
the faithful,

in whose seed all the nations of the earth were to be blessed
(<012814>Genesis 28:14).

Another prophecy gives us farther light into this matter, and informs us, he
was to spring from Judah;

from whom the sceptre was not to depart, nor a Lawgiver from
between his feet, until Shiloh, our Lord Jesus Christ should come
(<014910>Genesis 49:10).

Other prophecies inform us more particularly that he was to spring from
David’s family, and to be a branch or stem out of the root of Jesse: others
give us an account where he should be born, and when he should appear in
the world. One prophecy fixes the very place of his birth;

Thou Bethlehem, Ephratah, though thou be little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me
that is to be Ruler in Israel (<330502>Micah 5:2):

and others point out the exact time of his coming; that he should come
before the rule, sceptre or government was to depart from the Jews, before
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the second temple was destroyed—for that he should come into, and give
it a greater glory. Daniel fixes the exact time from the going forth of such a
commandment; that there should be so many weeks, that is, so many years
till the coming of the Messiah.

The first promise of the Messiah, only gives a hint of the work he should
do, which was to bruise the serpent’s head: but other prophecies more
clearly declare, that he was to do the whole will and work of God; obtain
salvation for his people; finish transgression; make an end of sin; and bring
in an everlasting righteousness. That he was to be a Prophet like unto
Moses; and a Priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedec—that he was
to be King over God’s holy hill of Sion, and the sceptre of his kingdom a
righteousness. Other prophecies also shew what he was to do in obedience
to the will of God; and what he was to suffer in the room and stead of his
people. That he was to be brought to the dust, and numbered amongst the
transgressors: that he was to die and be buried, and lay in the grave,
though not so long as to see corruption: that he should rise again, ascend
up on high, sit down at the right hand of God, and there reign till all
enemies were put under his feet. These, with many others, brought on such
light and knowledge concerning a Saviour and Redeemer, as plainly made
it appear that this light, like the morning-light, was a growing, spreading,
and increasing one.

This, like that also, was attended with joy and cheerfulness, as the morning
light is. The first hint of a Messiah, a Savior and Redeemer of lost man,
was attended with joy and cheerfulness to Adam, as we have seen already;
so every fresh prophecy, and after revelation of the will of God, concerning
this matter, gave joy and pleasure to those to whom the discovery was
made; as it did unto Abraham, of whom it is said, that Abraham saw the
day of Christ and was glad. So every fresh discovery made by any of the
prophets unto the church of God, in the several periods of time, were all
attended with joy and cheerfulness. Zechariah, one of the last of the
prophets, speaking concerning Christ, says,

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of
Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and
having salvation, lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt, the
foal of an ass (<380909>Zechariah 9:9).

As the morning light is a pledge of the rising sun, a sure pledge of it,
whenever we see day break, or the morning light appear, we are sure that
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the sun will rise, and that it will not be long ere it is risen; so that light
which broke forth and spread gradually under the former dispensation, was
an earnest and pledge of Christ the Sun of righteousness arising in due
time, with healing in his wings. As yet, indeed, he was not risen; there was
only the morning light spreading, but the Sun was not risen. There were
still the shadows of the ceremonial law remaining. That law is by the
apostle described, as a

shadow of good things to come, which had not the very image of
the things (<581001>Hebrews 10:1).

All those representations, under the legal dispensation, were shadowy ones.
Christ is represented as the body and substance of them: the apostle,
speaking of some of them in particular, adds,

which were a shadow of good things to come, but the body is of
Christ (<510217>Colossians 2:17).

Those continued under the legal dispensation, notwithstanding the morning
light had broke forth;

Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, turn my beloved,
and be thou like a roe, or a young hart upon the mountains of
Bether (<220217>Song of Solomon 2:17).

That law which is comparable to the moon, was indeed the lesser light, and
the light which rules by night. This seems to be intended in <661201>Revelation
12:1, where the church is represented as having the moon under her feet;
the moon of the ceremonial law: and it may very fitly be signified by the
moon, since that consisted among other things, in the observance of new
moons. Its festivals, and ordinances were regulated by the moon, and like
that, were changeable; and because of the weakness and unprofitableness
thereof, vanished away. There was in this season stars of light. As Gospel
ministers are sometimes called (<660120>Revelation 1:20); so the prophets,
teachers, and instructors under the Old Testament dispensation, may very
properly be signified thereby, who held forth the word of God, which was a
light unto their feet, and a lamp unto their paths. But all this plainly
intimated that the Sun was not risen: there was the moon of the ceremonial
law, and stars which gave light; yet there was a comparative darkness
under that dispensation, though the morning light did appear: a
comparative darkness in the Jewish world and state. The children of Israel
were not able to look to the end of that which was to be abolished. The
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way into the holiest of all was not so manifest as now, until the vale was
rent asunder; and as to the Gentile world, that was full of darkness and
ignorance. A time of ignorance that God winked at, took no notice of, but
left them to walk in the vanity of their minds: and these are said to walk in
darkness, and sit in the shadow of death.

When our Lord actually appeared in our flesh, came into the world, and
appeared in our nature; then he was as the light of the morning, when the
sun riseth, a morning without clouds. He came in like the light of the
morning, which dispelled darkness, and introduced light: dispelled darkness
in the Jewish state, and scattered the shadows of the ceremonial law.
Dispelled darkness from the Gentile world when his gospel came amongst
them; for he came to be a light unto the Gentiles, as well as to be the glory
of his people Israel. So to remove and banish that night, of which the
apostle speaks, when he says, the night is far spent; the day is at hand
(<451312>Romans 13:12).

By his coming into our world, the glorious light of the everlasting gospel
was introduced. He came a Light. John his forerunner was not that light;
but Christ was that light, and is called the light of the world (<430812>John
8:12); both of the Jewish and Gentile world. The light of the everlasting
gospel which came by him, appeared very bright even unto all men; which
teaches to deny ungodliness and worldly lust, and to live soberly,
righteously, and godly in this present evil world. This made that day, that
glorious and illustrious day, which the prophets so much spoke of, the
gospel day, concerning which, the apostle thus expresses himself, now is
the accepted time, and now is the day of salvation.

The coming of our Lord was like the light of the morning, sudden and
swift: according to what was foretold of him that he should suddenly come
into his temple (<390301>Malachi 3:1); or unawares, as he did. There were some
indeed who were waiting for the consolation of Israel; as good old Simeon,
and Anna the prophetess: but there were but few of this kind. Christ came
suddenly into the world and into his temple; at unawares to the greatest
part of mankind. Like the light of the morning he came swiftly: he was, as
the church desired he would be, like a roe or a young hart on the
mountains of Bether (<220217>Song of Solomon 2:17). As soon as the time was
up, which was fixed between him and his divine Father, God sent him; and
he came readily. He was made of a woman; made under the law
(<480604>Galatians 6:4). As the morning light is attended with pleasure, joy and
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cheerfulness to all kind of creatures; so the coming of our Lord was
attended with joy, spiritual joy, to those who knew any thing of him, and
that salvation which he came to effect. The Angels who brought the first
news of it say, that they brought good tidings of great joy which shall be
to all people (<420210>Luke 2:10): and the first disciples and followers of our
Lord, who had the first intimation of his being come, with what joy did
they express themselves! In raptures, they said, we have found Him of
whom Moses in the law and the prophets did write, Christ the anointed
one, the Son of God. So, wherever the gospel came with power, there was
joy attended it; witness Samaria. We are told, there was joy in that City
(<440808>Acts 8:8). Thus it was wherever Christ was preached, or any notice
was given of his being come, and of salvation being wrought out by him.

The light which came by him was, like the morning light, spreading and
increasing. He and his disciples went over all the land of Judea; and the
gospel was published throughout the several parts thereof. It indeed was at
one time limited and confined thereunto. The disciples were ordered to
preach only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, and not go into the
way of the Gentiles: but after the resurrection of Christ from the dead, they
were commanded to go into all nations, teaching and baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. They did so;
their words went out through all the earth, and their sound unto the end of
the world. Before the destruction of Jerusalem, which was about forty
years after the death of Christ, the gospel was preached to all nations: to
every creature under heaven (<510123>Colossians 1:23), as the apostle expresses
it. He himself was a great instrument in this affair; for he went about, from
Jerusalem round about unto Illyricum, preaching the gospel of Christ.

Once more; like the light of the morning he came irresistibly. As there is
no such thing as preventing the light of the morning, when it once breaks
forth, nothing in nature can possibly do it; so there was no preventing that
gospel light which came by Christ. The word of the Lord had a free course;
it ran and was glorified. Though there were all the methods taken to
prevent its spread that could be devised among the Jews, they could not do
it; the word of the Lord grew and multiplied. Nor could it be shut out from
the Gentile world: though emperors, and governors of provinces and cities,
were almost all, to a Man, against it, (those spiritual wickednesses in high
places;) yet the apostles triumphed in Christ, and made manifest the savor
of his knowledge in every place; which was a means of reducing thousands
of souls to the obedience of Christ.
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The coming of Christ is said to be not only like the light of the morning,
but like the light of the morning when the sun riseth. He is styled the Sun
of righteousness (<390402>Malachi 4:2). He, whom John saw visionally, like the
light of the morning when the sun riseth; for he himself is a glorious Sun. A
luminous body, the sun: the greater light, made to rule by day. An emblem
of Christ, who is the light of the world: from whom all light comes. The
light of Nature; for he is that light that lighteth every man that cometh into
the World (<430109>John 1:9). The light of grace in conversion, is from him; and
all after light also. Men are darkness itself until they are made light in the
Lord: and the light of glory, that perfect, happy state the saints shall be
brought into, and enjoy for evermore, it is all from Him. That glorious city
is represented as standing in no need of the light of the sun, or of the
moon, because the Lamb is the light thereof (<662123>Revelation 21:23). The
Sun is a glorious body. “There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of
the moon, and another glory of the stars” (<461541>1 Corinthians 15:41); but the
glory of the sun is greatest: that is of superior glory. A fit emblem of
Christ, who is the brightness of his Father’s glory, and the express image of
his person: in whom shines the glory of all the divine perfections. Any one
that has a spiritual sight of things, can behold the:

glory of Christ as the glory of the only begotten of the Father, full
of grace and truth (<430114>John 1:14).

He, having a spiritual sight, by means of the light of the everlasting gospel,
does behold as in a glass the glory of the Lord, the glory of Christ’s
person, and the glory of his offices; and is changed into the same image
from glory to glory. As the sun is a lucid body, clear, and to appearance
free from spots; so it is expressive of the spotless purity of our Lord Jesus
Christ. If the Saints, being washed in his blood and through his
righteousness imputed, are said to be, all fair and without spot;  much more
may He be said to be so: fairer than the sons of Adam. If They are said to
be without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing: much more is He so.

And if this light, which comes from the sun, in a natural sense, is what is
most delightful to behold; much more must that light which comes from
Christ, and shines from him.

Truly the light is sweet (says the wise man) and a pleasant thing it is
for the eyes to behold the sun (<211107>Ecclesiastes 11:7);
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O! how much sweeter is spiritual light from Christ; and how much sweeter
must it be to behold him, the Sun of righteousness, arising upon us with
healing under his wings!

He coming, and grace and truth by him, caused a greater and stronger light
under the gospel dispensation, than was under the legal one, when it was
only as the dawn of the morning. Perhaps to this difference of states,
respect may be had in Solomon’s Song (<220710>7:10), where the church is said
to be, fair as the moon; so she was under the legal dispensation: but it is
added, clear as the sun; so she is under the gospel dispensation, having the
moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars.

From him, the Sun of righteousness, come the rays of light and love: and,
as from the natural sun heat is derived, so likewise, from Christ the Sun of
righteousness, heat as well as light proceeds. His coming inspired his
people, his followers, with love to him, and zeal for him; and their hearts
burned within them while he opened the Scriptures of truth unto them.
From hence also springs all their spiritual fruitfulness. We read of precious
fruits brought forth by the sun (<053314>Deuteronomy 33:14); all the fruits of
grace and righteousness are owing to Christ the Sun of righteousness.

Now when he appeared, he was as the light of the morning when the sun
riseth, even a morning without clouds; for all clouds disappeared when he
arose; all the shadows of the ceremonial law: there was a disannulling of
this commandment through the unprofitableness thereof. These shadows
disappeared, when he the body and substance came.—A morning without
clouds. There was not so much as a shadow of the ceremonial law, much
less any of the storm or tempest of the moral law: that which is expressed
by blackness and darkness and tempest, (<581219>Hebrews 12:19); no, these
were all over; the stormy dispensation is at an end; the rain is over and
gone. No more the thunders of mount Sinai; all the curses of that law are
fallen upon the surety and Savior; he has borne them; he has been made,
himself, a curse for his people, that he might redeem them from the curse
of the law. So that now, the gospel dispensation is a morning without
clouds; no storm, no tempest, no indication of any. A morning without any
clouds of divine wrath and displeasure; here is nothing but peace
proclaimed upon earth and good will towards men. The love and kindness
of God our Savior towards man appears. Peace is made by the blood of
Jesus; reconciliation is made for iniquity; a Sacrifice offered up of a sweet
smelling savor to God: a righteousness wrought out that is well pleasing to
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God; because by it the law is magnified and made honorable. The language
of the gospel is, fury is not in me (<232704>Isaiah 27:4); no, Christ appearing in
our nature, doing the will and work of his God and ours, is as the light of
the morning when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds.

I should now have proceeded to have shown you how it is applicable to his
manifestation of himself to his people, in and after conversion; which is like
the rising of the sun, dispels darkness and ignorance from their minds; and
is of a spreading nature, like the light of the morning; and sometimes so
clear that it is like the light of the morning when the sun is up; when there
is a clear sky, and a serene heaven; a morning without clouds.

And how particularly it may be applied to Christ as a Ruler among men,
and his rule and government of his spiritual kingdom, which ere long will
be as the light of the morning when the sun is risen, a morning without
clouds; and especially in his personal reign.—But I must leave these things,
with what follows in this verse, to another opportunity as God shall give it.

These words are in close connection with the latter part of the third verse,
and are spoken of the same person,   He that ruleth over men must be just,
ruling in the fear of God; and he shall be as the light of the morning, even a
morning without clouds. That is, He that rules over men; a righteous ruler
over men, ruling in the fear of the Lord, he shall be as the light of the
morning. Whether this is to be understood of an earthly ruler, of a ruler in
and among men, that rules and reigns in righteousness, governing his
people according to the rules of equity and justice, according to the laws of
God and his country; executing justice and judgment among his subjects,
and ruling in the fear of God, having that before his eyes, and upon his
heart; considering himself as God’s vicegerent, as standing in his room and
stead, acting in his name, and under his authority, and so accountable to
him; or whether we understand this of a greater Ruler still, of Christ Jesus
in the exercise of his Kingly office, who is King and Ruler of all men; of the
greatest of men, of the worst of men, and of the best of men who is King
of saints; the righteous branch raised up unto David; a King that reigns in
righteousness, rules in the fear of God, has the grace of fear in him, as
Mediator, and the spirit of the fear of the Lord upon him, and who rules
the fear of God, (as it may be rendered:) that is, governs, orders and directs
the whole worship of God, as he does under the gospel dispensation,
having all power and authority, in heaven and in earth, given to him as
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Mediator: Whether, I say, we understand this, of the one or of the other,
this must be said of each of them, He shall be as the light of the morning.

If we understand the above of an earthly ruler, then the sense is, that he
shall be as welcome and grateful to his subjects, as the morning light. He
shall be like the rising sun, illustrious and glorious; he shall be like the
tender grass springing out of the earth, by clear shining after rain. The
favor of an earthly prince, his good will, and goodness to his subjects, in
the gentle and mild administration of his government, is (as David’s son,
the wisest of men says) as a cloud of the latter rain, and as the dew upon
the grass. But if we understand this of the King of Kings and Lord of
Lords, the Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ, as we may most truly do, then
these beautiful figures and metaphors may serve to set forth the glory of his
person, and the riches of his grace; and particularly the benefits of his rule
and government unto his subjects. Here are two sorts of figures or
metaphors, made use of: very elegant, beautiful and apt ones.  The first is,
That he shall be as the light of the morning when the sun ariseth, even a
morning without clouds. The second is, that he shall be as the tender grass
springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain.

The first of these we have entered upon, namely that in which the Messiah,
our Lord Jesus Christ, is compared to the morning light when the sun
arises; a morning without clouds. We proposed to consider this passage,

As it might respect the coming of Christ in the flesh and his appearance in
our nature in this world.

As it might respect the discoveries of himself to his people in and after
conversion. And

As it may respect his government as a Ruler over men, righteous ruling in
the fear of God.

The first of these has been considered I shall now proceed,

II. To take notice of the discovery, or manifestation, Christ makes of
himself to his people in conversion, in a spiritual manner; to which these
figurative phrases are applicable;   He shall be as the light of the morning
when the sun riseth; even a morning without clouds.

As the morning light dissipates the darkness of the night, and introduces
light into the hemisphere; so the first discovery of Christ unto his people,
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the revelation of him, in them as the hope of glory, dispels the darkness of
their understandings: for the understanding of every man is darkened, yea,
and darkness itself. This is the case of God’s own people, in their natural
state, with respect to divine and spiritual things; but when Christ is
discovered and made known to them, then this darkness passes away, it
goes off it is no more, comparatively; Christ’s children are no longer the
children of the night and of darkness, but the children of the day and of the
light. Light is introduced into them by Christ’s appearing, in a spiritual
manner, to their souls, by the everlasting gospel: and in this light, they see
light. By and through the light of his Spirit shining into their hearts, they
not only discern the exceeding sinfulness of sin, the just demerit of it, their
want of righteousness, the insufficiency of their own, the glory and
excellency of the righteousness of Christ, and the necessity of such a
righteousness to appear in before the judgment seat of God: but through
his divine light shining into them, they see the glory of Christ’s person, the
riches of his grace, the fulness and suitableness of his righteousness, and
the completeness of his salvation. By the light of the divine word, which
enters into them and gives light (for the entrance of thy word, says the
Psalmist, giveth light, <19B9130>Psalm 119:130) they are led into the mysteries of
divine grace, and into the wonders of divine love, to behold things which
their eyes had never, no never seen before. This morning light, this spring
of day to them, dispels there darkness and introduces light into their souls.

And this, often times, and generally speaking, is like the morning light,
sudden and surprising. As that outward light which shone round Saul at
his first conversion was, so that inward light which shines into the hearts of
God’s people at conversion, is sudden, marvelous and surprising to them.
And as the morning light brings joy and cheerfulness with it, and makes
the whole creation glad; so does spiritual light infused into the heart of a
poor sinner. When Christ is first revealed to him, he is filled with joy
unspeakable and full of glory; and no wonder, considering him as having a
deep sense of sin, the guilt of it upon his conscience, and seeing no way of
being delivered from it; at such a time to have Christ the Saviour revealed
to him, his righteousness revealed from faith to faith to justify him, his
blood to cleanse, his atoning sacrifice to expiate all sin; this must needs
gladden his heart. And every new discovery and fresh revelation of him,
has such an effect upon the hearts of God’s people; and especially if he has
been absent from them some time: as it is said of the disciples, when he had
been a few days withdrawn from them, and came again,
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then were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord (<432020>John
20:20).

Once more, as the morning light is of an increasing nature, when it breaks
forth it spreads, and that irresistibly so is the revelation of Christ unto poor
sinners. At first, their sight of him is but glimmering and obscure; they see,
as the poor man in the gospel did to whom Christ restored sight, men as
trees walking: they see things in a confused manner: but when Christ had
touched that man again, and bid him look up, he saw all things clearly. So
it is with those to whom Christ reveals himself: though their first sight of
him may be (lark and obscure, they by degrees obtain a clearer sight of his
person, offices and grace. The Spirit of God afresh opens their
understandings, increaseth their knowledge; and hereby their path is as the
path of the just, which is as a shining light ,shining more and more unto
the perfect day. Thus the light which is communicated in first conversion,
as it grows and increases, is like the light of the morning when the sun
rises; when the sun is risen in all its brightness; when there is a serene
heaven and a clear sky: so it is with the Lord’s people when the Sun of
righteousness arises upon them, with healing in his wings, with applications
of pardoning grace to their souls: when in his light they see light; for as in
the light of the sun, we behold the sun, so they, in the light they receive
from him, behold him, can claim him as their own, and say,

this is my beloved, and this is my Friend
(<220516>Song of Solomon 5:16).

I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine
(<220603>Song of Solomon 6:3).

My Lord and my God (<432028>John 20:28).

He loved me and gave himself for me (<480220>Galatians 2:20).

When this is the case, Christ is as the light of the morning, when the sun
riseth: when they are enabled to say, “who shall separate us from Christ?
and from the love of Christ? and from the love of God in Christ?” of which
they have now no doubt. It is a morning without clouds.

Sometimes it is indeed with the Lord’s. people a dark and cloudy day; a
day of thick darkness and gloominess: they know not where they are, or
how things are with them; they are ready to call in question every thing;
and walk in darkness and see no light; but when this darkness is dissipated,
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through the rising of the Sun of righteousness upon them, then it is a
morning without clouds. No darkness upon their minds, no doubts hang
upon them, no fears about their eternal state, nothing intervenes between
Christ and them, or hinders their sight of him; but they, with open face,
behold as in a glass the glory of tile Lord, and are changed into the same
image from glory to glory, by the Spirit of our God.

III. I shall proceed to the application of this metaphor and figure, to the
government of Christ as a Ruler over men,  just and righteous, ruling in
the fear of God;  especially with regard unto his rule and government, as it 
will be more visibly and gloriously exercised in his spiritual and personal 
reign. Let it be observed, that the times of reformation from popery, may, 
fitly enough, be called the light of the morning, with respect to Christ’s
kingdom. This is signified in that mysterious book, the Book of the
Revelations, chapter 2:28, and I will give him (that is, him that
overcometh) the morning star. Now that is said after the Thyatirian church
state; which is a representation of the Church of God in the times of popish
darkness. The Lord promises to give the morning star: that is, the morning
star of the reformation, the phosphorus, the forerunner or introducer of the
light of his glorious kingdom here upon earth. And a wonderful spread of
light there was at that time: which like the light of the morning, increased
in every place in the Western parts of the world. This brought on the
Sardian church state; in which I apprehend, we now are, and perhaps
towards the close of it. The character of that state agrees with ours, that
we have a name to live and are dead (<660301>Revelation 3:1): and yet there are
some few names in this our Sardis that have not defiled their garments with
bad principles or bad practices. The present state of the church, with
respect to light, seems to be well expressed in the prophecy of Zechariah,
where it is said,

in that day the light shall not be clear nor dark; but it shall be one
day which shall be known to the Lord, not day nor night: but it
shall come to pass that at even time it shall be light
(<381407>Zechariah 14:7).

It is so with us with respect to our light in general; it is neither night nor
day, clear nor dark. It is not day, as in the times of the apostles, and it is
not so dark as it was in the times of popery; but it is a sort of twilight we
are in; and though it might be feared, from the growing darkness upon us,
that it will issue in an evening twilight, yet it will turn out otherwise: at
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even time, or when we shall be reckoning the shadows of evening are
coming upon us, it will be light, it will turn out a morning twilight. So
stands the kingdom of Christ with respect to us; I apprehend the sun is not
risen, with that splendor in which it will appear, in the spiritual and
personal reign of our Lord Jesus Christ.

In the spiritual reign of Christ, there will be such an illustrious appearance
of him, that he shall destroy antichrist with the breath of his month and the
brightness of his coming: and more especially in his personal reign, when
he himself shall descend in person, and the dead in Christ shall be raised
first; when his tabernacle shall be among men, and he will dwell among
them, and be the light of the new Jerusalem. Now these states of Christ’s
kingdom will be attended with great light and great joy: both of which
attend the rising of the sun.—Light. In the spiritual reign of Christ there
will be a great deal of light. Many shall run to and fro; and spiritual
knowledge will be increased every where. Then as the waters cover the
sea, the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord. Light shall
break forth abundantly among all ranks of men in the churches of Christ:
the watchmen will see eye to eye, the ministers of the gospel, and private
Christians also, will agree in their sentiments about gospel doctrines and
gospel ordinances. Yea, the light of that state is said to be

as the light of the moon, and the light of the moon as the light of
the sun, and the light of the sun shall be seven-fold as the light of
seven days (<233026>Isaiah 30:26).

So great will be the light of that dispensation, that it may truly be said to be
as the light of the morning, even a morning without clouds. And especially
in the personal reign of Christ, when the sun shall no more go down by
day, nor the moon by night; when the Lamb shall be the light of the New
Jerusalem, and there will no more darkness in any sense: but an everlasting
day.

And both these states in which the kingdom of Christ shall appear, will be
attended with a great deal of joy. When this righteous one, ruling in the
fear of God, shall take to himself his great power, and reign in the spiritual
state, the four and twenty elders round the Throne will cast their crowns at
his feet and say, “We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art,
and wast, and art to come: because thou hast taken to thee thy great power
and hast reigned.” And when he will reign personally, then those that have
gotten the victory over the beast, and stand upon a sea of glass with harps
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in their hands, will sing the song of Moses and of the Lamb, saying, “great
and marvelous are thy works, Lord God Almighty, just and  true are thy
ways, thou King of Saints; who shall not  fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy
name?” The apostles, prophets, and all the people of God will join in one
general thanksgiving, one song of praise, to him who hath avenged their
blood upon antichrist. Innumerable voices will be heard in the church,
saying, “salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, be unto the Lord our
God, for true and righteous are his judgments. Amen, Hallelujah.” And
again they will say, “let us be glad and rejoice and give honour to him, for
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.”

So then, this morning light, when the sun riseth, this morning without
clouds, may very aptly represent the state of the kingdom of our Lord
Jesus Christ as a Ruler among men, righteous, ruling in the fear of God.

But I proceed now to take some notice of the Second figure here made use
of, He shall be as the tender grass springing out of the earth, by clear
shining after rain;  which may be applied to Christ himself, and to the
influences and benefits his people receive from his government.

I. The figure may be applied to Christ himself.   He shall be as the tender 
grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain: so it may point 
out unto us the nature of Christ as man: his original and descent, springing 
out of the earth; and the moving, producing cause thereof, the love and 
favour of God: and the whole may be expressive of his acceptableness and
loveliness to his people; which seems to be greatly the design of this figure.

1. It may be considered as pointing out his nature as man. He sprung out of
the earth. He is called the fruit of the earth (<230402>Isaiah 4:2); An handful of
corn upon the top of the mountains, which is part of the fruit of the earth
(<197216>Psalm 72:16); a branch out of root of Jesse (<235001>Isaiah 50); a tender
plant growing up before the Lord (<235302>Isaiah 53:2), and our text says, He
shall be as the tender grass. Now though this may convey an idea of
weakness and infirmity in Christ as man, and which is just; yet there is
something more intended. The tenderness and verdure of the grass, and the
flourishing circumstances in which it is in the morning (<199006>Psalm 90:6),
may lead us to observe, that great grace that appeared upon Christ in his
human nature, even in the morning of his infancy, of whom it is said, that

he waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God
was upon him (<420240>Luke 2:40).
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Great grace was upon him then: he increased in wisdom, and in favour with
God and man. Yea, the Spirit of grace, or the grace of the Spirit was
bestowed upon him without measure.

This simile of grass, is sometimes made use of in Scripture to express a
multitude. The spires of grass are innumerable. Now, though Christ’s
person is but one; yet he has two natures, human and divine, united in that
one person. He is the head of the body, the church, which consists of a
variety of members; and he has a spiritual offspring, which are numerous,
even as the sand of the sea; a number which no man can number, out of
every kindred, tongue, people, and nation. But I said the metaphor
conveyed an idea of weakness and infirmity; and so it leads us to consider
the weakness of Christ in human nature. He had all the sinless infirmities of
that nature; he was, encompassed with infirmity; and was in the esteem of
men, a worm, and no man; treated as the most contemptible creature: yea,
the apostle says, he was crucified through weakness (<471304>2 Corinthians
13:4). And, as the tender grass is liable to be trodden under foot, and to be
cut down; so he, in human nature, was trodden under foot by those strong
bulls of Bashan, which compassed him about (<192212>Psalm 22:12); by whom
are meant the rulers of the .Jews, both ecclesiastical and civil, as well as
Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, and his soldiers. He was borne down
under their calumnies, their cruel scourgings; and at last brought to the
dust of death: for this tender plant was not only bruised for our iniquities;
but cut down as the grass of the field, and that for our sins and
transgressions.

But he arose again as grass after it is cut down; and therefore the
resurrection of the dead, and even of Christ himself, is signified thereby; as
in <232619>Isaiah 26:19, Thy dead men shalt live, together with my dead body
shall they arise: awake and sing, ye that dwell in the dust: for thy dew is
as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead, just as it casts
out its herbs and plants, under the influence of rain and dew. So Christ,
though he was crucified through weakness, lives by the power of God: and
though he was put to death in the flesh, was quickened in the Spirit; and
though he was dead, is now a live, and lives for evermore.

2. The original of Christ, in his human nature, is here expressed by the
tender grass springing out of the earth. It is true, indeed, he is said to be
the Lord from heaven (<461547>1 Corinthians 15:47). He is the Lord: he is
Jehovah; and he is from heaven, which is the seat of his habitation and
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glory; from thence he came, (not by change of place, but by assumption of
nature) into our world: therefore is said to come down from heaven, to do
the will of his Father, which is in heaven: and because of the glory and
excellency of his person, he is said to be above all. But as to his original as
man, he is of the earth. He did not descend from heaven, bringing his
human nature with him, as he will do when he appears a second time,
without sin, unto salvation, he took human nature from the earth; that is,
he took it of an earthly woman:

He was made of a woman (<480404>Galatians 4:4).

The human nature of Christ was made in secret, in the lowest parts of the
earth, and from thence it sprang; which probably is the meaning of that
expression, <198511>Psalm 85:11, truth shall spring out of the earth: that is, he
who is the way, the truth and the life (<431406>John 14:6). The truth of all
promises, prophecies, types, and figures: the true tabernacle which God
pitched, and not man, that sprung out of the earth.

And this may also denote, the meanness of our Lord’s descent as man. He
sprung out of the earth; out of Jesse’s family, when that was, as it were,
cut down to the roots so he is said to be a root springing up out of a dry
ground (<235302>Isaiah 53:2). His supposed father a carpenter, his mother a
poor virgin in Israel; which was what disgusted the Jews. Is not (say they)
this the carpenter’s son? is not his mother called Mary? Poor Mary in such
a place? Are not his brethren and sisters all with us? Do not we know
them; what a mean company they are? what poor people they be? and
therefore they treated him with the utmost contempt.

3. The moving, producing cause of this tender grass springing out of the
earth, is ascribed to clear shining after rain. As grass springs up apace, and
revives much after a shower of rain, and the clear shining of the sun upon
it; so our Lord is represented as growing up in like manner.

By this clear shining after rain, we may understand the love and favour of
God; whose favour is light: and when it is manifested, the people of God
have light and joy in their souls. Nothing is more desirable to them, than to
have the light of that morning, and to walk in that light. So the good-will
and favour of God may he compared to rain; for if the favour of an earthly
prince, may be said to be as the latter rain, and as the dew upon the grass
much more the favour of the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.
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Now our Lord’s springing up as the tender grass, or his appearance, as
man, is owing to the love and favour of God. Zechariah, the father of the
forerunner of our Lord, John the Baptist, in his song, says, that it is

through the tender mercy of our God, the day-spring from on high
hath visited us (<420178>Luke 1:78).

That is, the Messiah, the Sun of Righteousness, which made the glorious
day of the gospel: his rising and appearance he ascribes to the free grace
and mercy of God. And to this also the angels ascribe the incarnation of
our Lord: his coming in the flesh; his springing up as the tender grass out
of the earth. They unitedly sing this song,

Glory to God in the highest; and on earth peace, good-will toward
men (<420214>Luke 2:14).

Yea, our Lord himself ascribes his mission, primarily, to the love of God.
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son; that
whosoever believeth in him, should not perish, but have everlasting life
(<430316>John 3:16). And, indeed, there is no one instance in which the favour,
good-will, and loving-kindness of God are so displayed, as in the mission
and gift of Christ. The apostle says, that God hath shewn forth the
exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindness towards us, through Christ
Jesus (<490207>Ephesians 2:7): that is, in his kindness in sending and giving
Christ to us, and for us. He observes, that not only the kindness and
goodness of God are here expressed, but the riches thereof; yea, the
exceeding riches of his grace. The Lord, in order to shew his love to Israel,
says,

since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable;
and I have loved thee: therefore, will F give men for thee, and
people for thy life (<234304>Isaiah 43:4).

This was doing a great deal; but is nothing, no nothing at all, in comparison
of his giving his Son to, and for his people. He gave his own Son, his only
begotten Son; and when it is considered for what purpose he was given,
may we not say with the apostle, Herein is love! herein is love amassed
together: herein is love, here it centers; herein is love,

not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be
a propitiation for our sins (<620410>1 John 4:10).
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For God to send his Son to be the propitiatory sacrifice; that this should be
his love, and favour, and good-will towards us, to make the soul of his Son
an offering for sin; that he should part with him; give him up for us all:
herein has he manifested his love in the highest degree. That while we were
yet sinners Christ should die for us: O wonderful love! This is the clear
shining after rain, to which is owing the descent of our Lord; and his
springing up in the world to save poor, lost sinners.

4. This metaphor leads us to view the loveliness of Christ. As the grass
looks exceeding gay and cheerful, comely and beautiful, after a shower of
rain, when the sun shines upon it; so amiable does our Lord appear to his
people.

This fruit of the earth, is said to be comely and excellent
(<230402>Isaiah 4:2):

comely and excellent to his saints; to those who have any spiritual sight of
him, he is the chiefest among ten thousand, and altogether lovely. This fruit
of the earth is also said to be glorious (<230402>Isaiah 4:2); which may denote
the glory of his divine person, as the Son of God; who is the brightness of
his Father’s glory, and the express image of his person. His glory, as
Mediator, full of grace and truth: the glorious man, adorned with all the
gifts and graces of the Spirit of God. His glory after his resurrection from
the dead. The glory even of his body; according to which the bodies of the
saints at the resurrection morn will be fashioned, His glory at the Father’s
right hand, as sat down with him upon his throne; angels, principalities, and
powers, being made subject unto him (<600322>1 Peter 3:22). And especially in
his government; both in his spiritual and personal reign. O how lovely wilt
he appear then; when he, and he alone shall be exalted, and reign before his
ancients gloriously. Thus this figure and metaphor may be applied to our
Lord Jesus Christ,

II. I thought to have said a few things to show how this may be applied  
to the influences and benefits his people receive from him, under his 
government:  and then the sense is this; “He shall cause his people, who are  
like grass springing out of the earth, to be like that, as it appears after clear 
shining after rain.” Or, he shall be to them, who are compared to grass 
springing out of the earth, more than rain; for so the words may be rendered. 
That is, he is more to them than rain, and the clear shinning after it; but I cannot
now enlarge on this subject. To conclude,
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Let us learn to bless the Lord for what Christ is already unto us. 
If he is unto us as the light of the morning, a morning without clouds;  
if his light has shone into our hearts, and we have had a discernment of 
spiritual things; let us bless God for this light, and say, as the Psalmist did,

Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless his holy
name: bless the Lord, O my soul; and forget not all his benefits
(<19A301>Psalm 103:1, etc.)

And again,

blessed be the Lord, who hath shewn us light (<19B827>Psalm 118:27).

Spiritual light, caused light to shine into our dark hearts, and gave us the
light of the knowledge of the glory of himself, in the face of Jesus Christ.
Let it be our great concern, therefore, to shew forth the praises of him,
who has called us out of darkness, into his marvelous light: and to walk as
children of the light, and of the day; putting off the works of darkness, and
putting on the whole armor of light: putting on Christ Jesus; and making no
provision for the flesh, to obey it in the lust thereof.

And this may lead us to look for what will be hereafter,   when Christ will
come down, like the rain upon the new mown grass, and like showers of
rain to water the earth; to those days, when the righteous shall flourish, and
there will be abundance of peace, as long as the sun and moon endureth.
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